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EDITORIAL

It is a pleasure to present the editorial of the journal of Women Cell, Assam College
Teachers Association Abhibyakti. A Research journal has a pivotal role in shaping
the discourses around the various facets of research across different disciplines.
Abhibyakti, a bilingual journal of the women’s cell of ACTA, delves into the
multiplicities of gendered experiences and issues related to women. We live in an
era where the issues pertaining to gender equality has never been more critical and
the role of women in research and academia has never been more significant. In this
edition of Abhibyakti, we are trying to bring forth the indomitable spirit of the
researchers working in the area of gender that fosters a diverse and inclusive discourse
on gendered realities. A majority of the contributors are women researchers from
Academia who are making new contributions by advancing knowledge and also
questioning the normative practices. Its multidisciplinary approach provides the
contributors diverse perspectives to address the issues related to women while

examining the systemic issues that persist.

Thus, Abhibyakti, as a mouthpiece of the Women Cell of ACTA, serves as a platform
for the voices of academia to be heard and celebrated by showcasing their
contributions towards gendered realities across a diverse range of disciplines,
providing insight into the innovation and excellence that they bring to their respective
fields. Through the studies ranging from literature to socio-political aspects to
economic studies, this edition tries to foster an environment where all voices can be

heard and valued.

With the implementation of NEP 2020, the role of the academia has become more
crucial. The Four -Year Degree Program along with its multidisciplinary approach
has made the pedagogical practices more challenging. Research and collaboration

are very important for bringing the true essence of the NEP into practice. A holistic



development of the students is what NEP has envisioned and to make it a reality,
the academia has to delve into the various aspects of education. Research becomes
crucial at this juncture. The importance of collaboration, mentorship, supportive
networks and skilled workforce is highly crucial and the academic fraternity has
to come forward to promote education in its multifarious dimensions. Innovations
and researches can help the academia to upgrade their professional potentiality

and this, in turn, will bring in the desired changes to the teaching-learning scenario.

The papers in this issuecover issues like gender inequality, gender digital
divide,political empowerment of women, traditional practices of weaving and
spinning among Bodo women, food related folk beliefs of Assam, some case
studies related to women and their socio-economic and political empowerment
and also papers based on gender and literature from different perspectives. As a
whole, this edition presents a gendered dimension to the discourses of Socio-
cultural, political, economic aspects of the society and such studies will surely

enhance the research eco-system of the academics of higher educational institutes.

I, on behalf of the editorial board, hope that our academia friends will go through
the Journal and put forward their views on it in appropriate forum. I request all of

you to contribute your research papers in the next edition of Abhibyakti.

Thanking you all.

Nizara Hazarika, PhD
Editor
Abhibyakti
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Reasserting Women’s Rights are Human Rights

Anamika Adhikari, Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science
Majuli College

Abstract

The concept that women’s rights are human rights is a fundamental principle that
recognizes the inherent worth and dignity of every individual, regardless of gender. This
article explores the importance of women’s rights as human rights and highlights the
ongoing struggle for gender equality and empowerment. It emphasizes the importance
of recognizing and upholding the equal rights and dignity of women as essential
components of a just and equitable society. The abstract highlights key arguments and
evidence supporting this notion, including historical and contemporary struggles faced
by women, legal frameworks protecting women’s rights, and the impact of gender equality
on societal progress. It also addresses ongoing challenges and offers recommendations
for advancing women’s rights on a global scale. By reaffirming the inseparable nature
of women’s rights and human rights, this abstract aims to inspire continued efforts toward
gender equality, empowerment, and social justice for all.

Keywords: Equality, Gender, Human, Rights, Women

Introduction

Human rights are fundamental
entitlements and freedoms inherent to all
individuals, regardless of their nationality,
ethnicity, gender, religion, or any other
distinguishing characteristic. They are
considered universal, indivisible, and
inalienable, forming the basis for human dignity,
equality, and justice. Human rights provide a
framework for promoting and protecting the

inherent worth and potential of every human
being.

The concept of human rights has
evolved over centuries, influenced by various
philosophical, religious, and legal traditions.
The modern understanding of human rights
gained significant momentum after the atrocities
committed during World War 11, leading to the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
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Rights (UDHR) by the United Nations General
Assembly on 10" December, 1948. Since then,
10" December is celebrated as International
Human Rights Day. The UDHR, along with
other international human rights treaties and
conventions, serves as a cornerstone for the
protection and promotion of human rights
globally.

Throughout history, even before the
adoption of UDHR women have been fighting
for their rights, striving for equality, and
challenging the societal norms that have often
marginalized them and has kept in an inferior
position than men.

Recognizing Women’s Rights as Human
Rights

The idea that women’s rights are human
rights stems from the recognition that women,
like men, are entitled to the same fundamental
human rights and freedoms. These include the
right to life, liberty, security, education,
healthcare, political participation, and economic
opportunities. It acknowledges that gender-
based discrimination and violence against
women are violations of their human rights and
must be actively addressed and eradicated. Yet
almost everywhere around the world, women
and girls are still denied them, often simply
because of their gender.

How Women Rights are Violated?

Women’s rights can be violated in numerous
ways, both overtly and subtly, across various
aspects of life. It’s important to note that
women’s rights violations are not universal and
can vary across different cultures, countries, and
communities. Here are some common ways in
which women'’s rights are violated:
Gender-Based Violence
Gender-based violence is when violent acts are
committed against women and LGBTI people

Sfeqie

on the basis of their orientation, gender identity,
or sex characteristics. Gender based violence
happens to women and girls in disproportionate
numbers.

Women and girls in conflict are especially
at risk from violence, and throughout history
sexual violence has been used as a weapon of
war. Globally, on average 30% of all
women who have been in a relationship have
experienced physical and/or sexual violence
committed against them by their partner. Women
are more likely to be victims of sexual assault
including rape, and are more likely to be the
victims of so-called "honour crimes”.

Violence against women is a major human
rights violation. It is the responsibility of a state
to protect women from gender-based violence
— even domestic abuse behind closed doors.
Sexual Violence and Harassment
Sexual harassment means any unwelcome
sexual behaviour. This could be physical
conduct and advances, demanding or requesting
sexual favours or using inappropriate sexual
language.

Sexual violence is when someone is
physically sexually assaulted. Although men and
boys can also be victims of sexual violence, it
is women and girls who are overwhelmingly
affected.

Workplace Discrimination

Often, women are the subject of gender-
based discrimination in the workplace. One way
of illustrating this is to look at the gender pay
gap. Equal pay for the same work is a human
right, but time and again women are denied
access to a fair and equal wage. Recent figures
show that women currently earn roughly 77%
of what men earn for the same work. This leads
to a lifetime of financial disparity for women,

prevents them from fully exercising
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independence, and means an increased risk of
poverty in later life.
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation
and Gender Identity
In many countries around the world, women are
denied their rights on the basis of sexual
orientation, gender identity,
characteristics. Lesbian, bisexual, trans and
intersex women and gender non-confirming
people face violence, exclusion, harassment, and
discrimination Many are also subjected to
extreme violence, including sexual violence or
so called “corrective rape” and “honour
killings.”
Limited Access to Education

In some regions, girls are denied or restricted
from accessing education due to cultural norms,
poverty, or societal
expectations. This denies them the opportunity
to develop their skills and reach their full
potential.
Violation of Reproductive Rights

Women'’s rights to make decisions about
their reproductive health, including access to
contraceptives, safe abortion services, and
reproductive healthcare, can be violated through
restrictive laws, lack of information, or cultural
barriers.
Lack of Political Representation

Women are often underrepresented in
political leadership roles, which limits their
influence and ability to shape policies that affect
their lives. This underrepresentation can be due
to various factors, including cultural norms,
biased electoral systems, and lack of support
from political parties.
Social and Cultural Norms

Traditional gender roles and stereotypes can
restrict women’s rights and reinforce

or S€x

early marriages,
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inequalities. Expectations of women to fulfill
specific domestic and caregiving roles can limit
their opportunities for personal and professional
development.

Lack of Access to Justice

Women may face challenges in accessing
justice systems, including biases within legal
frameworks, inadequate support services, fear
of retribution, or societal pressure to remain
silent about rights violations.

Online Harassment and Cyberbullying

Women are often targeted with online
harassment, including cyberbullying, stalking,
revenge porn, and other forms of digital abuse.
This can have a detrimental impact on their
mental health and overall well-being.

Why is it Important to Stand Up for Women’s
Rights?

Protecting women’s rights makes the world
a better place to live. According to the UN,
“gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls is not just a goal in itself, buta
key to sustainable development, economic
growth, and peace and security”. Research has
shown this to be the case that society gets better
for everyone when women’s rights are upheld
and taken seriously.

We all are stronger when we work together.
Although grassroots movements have done so
much to effect change, when everyone comes
together to support women’s rights, women can
be so much stronger.

Challenges and the Way Forward

Despite significant progress, numerous
challenges persist in the fight for women’s rights
as human rights. Discrimination, gender
stereotypes, and social norms that perpetuate
inequality continue to hinder women’s
empowerment. It is crucial for governments,
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civil society organizations, and individuals to
collaborate in creating and implementing
policies and programs that address these
challenges.
Education

Education and awareness programs can help
challenge societal norms and stereotypes, while
legal reforms and enforcement are necessary to
protect women’s rights. Empowering women
economically through financial inclusion, skills
training, and entrepreneurship support can
contribute to their independence and well-being.
It is also important to engage men and boys as
allies in promoting gender equality, as their
support is crucial for sustainable change.
Ending Gender-Based Violence

Gender-based violence, including domestic
violence, sexual assault, and harmful practices
such as female genital mutilation, remains a
grave human rights violation that
disproportionately affects women and girls. By
recognizing women’s rights as human rights,
societies can work towards creating legal
frameworks, providing support systems, and
fostering a culture that rejects and addresses
violence against women.
Political and Economic Participation

Equal political and economic participation
are essential for women’s rights to be fully
realized. Ensuring women’s representation in
decision-making processes and leadership
positions is crucial to creating inclusive and
equitable societies. Similarly, women must have
equal access to economic opportunities,
including fair pay, employment opportunities,
and entrepreneurship, to achieve economic
independence and contribute to their societies’
development.
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Conclusion

Recognizing women’s rights as human
rights is not only a matter of justice and equality;
it is a prerequisite for building inclusive,
peaceful, and prosperous societies. By
addressing gender inequality, ending violence
against women, promoting education and
healthcare, and ensuring political and economic
participation, we can create a world where
women’s rights are fully realized. Let us work
together to empower women, challenge
discrimination, and promote gender equality,
reaffirming the principle that women’s rights are
indeed human rights.

When it is said that Women’s Rights are
Human Rights, it might seem like an obvious
point, but we cannot have a free and equal
society until everyone is free and equal. Until
women enjoy the same rights as men, this
inequality is everyone’s problem.
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Abstract:

The northeast region has been always regarded as the most untrodden and unknown
region of the Indian nation. Although being an integral part of the country, the northeast
remains always in the periphery and from time immemorial it has been regarded as the
‘other’. The north eastern region of India is a vastly heterogeneous region and the
eight states namely Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Nagaland and Sikkim are known as the northeast. Northeast has always remained in
the margin or the periphery and their contribution to the mainstream writings has always
been overlooked. The writers from this region are not recognized and till recent times,
they have not been included in the category of mainstream writings. Time and again
the northeast is seen as an outsider, although in recent times, there are a considerable
number of noteworthy writers.

The emerging voices from the region are not only voices from the margin, but they are
the representative of the unheard, marginal and often neglected region of a distant
land. They are the voices of dissent from the forgotten land. Combating various hurdles,
the writers from the Northeast have overcome many challenges and are on the path of
establishing their separate spaces in the literary world. Writers like Mamang Dai and
Temsula Ao can be regarded as a representative of an entire race and the strong
representation of unheard voices makes them at par with the mainstream Indian writers
in English. Mamang Dai and Temsula Ao are two powerful voices from the northeast
who in their poetry have opened up new horizons of interpretation and understanding
thereby bringing a new dawn to the often-neglected domain of literature. These writers
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from India’s northeast have contributed to the appreciation and recognition of the then-

unknown northeast writings. The paper critically analyses how Temsula Ao and Mamang

Dai in their works explore and evacuate themes of representation, identity and power and

thereby showcase voices and perspectives of dissent, criticism and introspection.

Key Words: unheard, representation, dissent, identity, disinherited, anonymity,

reclamation, self.

Introduction:

Sanjay Hazarika in his book Writing on the Wall:
Reitiections on the North-East (2008) describe
the Northeast as “Asia in miniature” as in it there
exists a myriad of cultures and it resided by
people belonging to dilerent religion, culture,
or ethnicity. The literature from this region is
quite heterogeneous in nature and it is a quite
new phenomenon. The literature of

the northeast is yet to be recognized. In this
context, Easterine Kire, a prominent poet from
the Northeast has rightly observed:

Every man is a story. Every nation is a bristling
galaxy of stories. To be able to share one’s story
shouldn’t be a basic human, right? Where there
is a denial of the freedom to tell our stories,
The
denial...violates our humanity. I believe that

invisible prisons are created.
every history has its space in History. (Kire,
2004)

The above lines have been quoted from a speech
by Easterine Kire, delivered at the International
PEN (Poets, Essayists and Novelists) conference
at Tromso, Norway, giving a good starting point
for the discourse of this essay. These lines
convey the importance of creating a narrative

space for every community that allows them to

tell stories of everyday lives (social, cultural,
political) and their tribal way of life. In addition
to that, this claim is the necessity and need for
literary expression and liberation in the process
of telling a story of a community. This claim is
particularly important for the writers from this
region because the creative process involves
multiple negotiations to maintain a balance
between oral and written, local and global, and
therefore makes it compulsory for them to create
new innovative ideas to preserve the
community’s narrative in written form.

Homi Babha’s observation in this connection
is also quite relatable. Bhabha in his essay “The
Right to Narrate” talks about the process of
cultural translation that takes root “by
propagating and projecting what [he] calls “the
right to narrate” — the authority to tell stories,
recount or recast histories” (Bhabha2014). In
these lines, Bhabha emphasizes the fact of
granting the narrative right to every writer and
this fundamental right has been deprived to
many. He comments that some writers are
hesitant to claim this narrative right and stresses
the need to give “authority to those speech acts
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that are made under pressure, those disturbed
and disrupted dialogues of humankind” (Bhabha
2014). This would be a great move for the
emerging writers from the Northeast whose
literature is yet to (ind a voice, acknowledgement
and recognition outside the geographical world
of north East.

The writers of the Northeast need to transform
orality into textuality and the necessity of inding
a theoretical and systematic way of representing
indigenous literary works. The unheard echoes
from the distant land should be transformed into
strong voices of dissent. In this context, the
contribution of women poets in establishing a
place in the world is quite significant. The
erstwhile disinherited voices should be turned
into an agency to establish an alternative space
in the literary world. One such writer from
Arunachal Pradesh, the land of the rising sun is
Mamang Dai. One of the emerging and strong
voices of dissent, Mamang Dai (1957-)
chronicles in her work the rich and antique
cultural tradition of her birthplace. She is one
of the representative poets of the region who
tries to establish the northeast as a place which
has its identity in the rich natural and cultural
heritage. Her writings are deeply rooted in her
ethnic background. She tries to establish a
distinct identity for India’s northeast through the
glorilication of its natural beauty, customs and
traditions.

Dai’s poetry is rich in enshrining the unique
culture, tradition and ethnicity of the region. In
her poems such as River Poems, Midsummer-
Survival Lyrics, Small Towns and the River,
Floating Island, Prayer Flags-2, Gone,
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Remembrance, No Dreams she sings of river,
forest and mountain as living presences, dense
with sacred memories. The major concerns in
her verses are the search for identity, and roots
and exploring the native culture. In her writings,
we can sense the intricate relationship one shares
with one’s ancestral roots and its importance in
establishing one’s identity.

Mamang Dai, the representative poet of the Adi
tribe of Arunachal Pradesh dismantles the
hierarchy wherein human beings are considered
superior to other forms of life. She is also a
staunch supporter of the view like that of the
members of the Adi community that human
beings and other forms of life like animals, birds
and trees including the rain, the clouds, the bats,
etc. share a bond of kinship. In her poem
“Birthplace” from River Poems, she writes:

We are the children of the rain

Of the cloud woman, Brother to the stone and bat
In our cradle of bamboo and vine

In our longhouses we slept, and when morning came

We were refreshed. (“River Poems”, lines 1-7)

In the above lines, she beautiies and glorities
nature and her deep love for nature is retiected.
The

question of establishing one’s identity is quite
significant here because nature plays an
important role in one’s identification. Nature is
a space whereby one can identify one’s own
identity. Another poem of Dai, “An Obscure
Place” (2006) clearly emphasizes the fact that
one can find one’s ancestral roots from nature
and its resources i.¢., through the spirits of rivers,
trees and mountains. The poem “An Obscure
Place” highlights the beautiful and obscure
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landscape and the natural beauty of the state of
Arunachal Pradesh. She praises the scenic
beauty of her motherland and feels proud to have
belonged to such a land. The poem describes
the opposition between history and traditional
stories, which are mostly in oral form and thus
she wants to add a textuality to these oral stories
and thereby wants to make it permanent. With a
sense of alienation, she writes:

The history of our race begins with the place of stories
We do not know if the language we speak
Belong to a written past

Nothing is certain

There are mountains, oh! There are mountains
We climbed every slope, we slept by the river
But we do not speak of victory yet. (“An
Obscure Place”, lines 1-8)

The above lines from the poem “An Obscure
Place” refer to the mountains which reflect on
the fact about the poet’s roots. The lines indicate
her belonging to the hilly terrain of Arunachal
Pradesh. In these lines, she dreams of returning
to her ancestral roots. Her pride in being a
woman from the hills is deeply retiected in her
works. Thus, contemporary poets from north
East have multifaceted voices. It is an expression
of an individual poetic self as well as the saga
of the tribal people of the region in general
(Joshi). Literature therefore acts as a medium
of assertion of one’s identity.

The sense of abandonment and denial of fair
representation in the nationalist discourse has
deeply impacted the literary world of the
Northeast. The poetic world of this region is
replete with such kinds of contiict and tensions
on the one hand and on the other sense the effort
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of the writers to get a place in the mainstream
literature. The literature of the northeast has
“found common ground in chronicling their
subjective realities and the predicament of the
people” (Ali). Jayanta Mahapatra in his
Foreword’ to the anthology of Contemporary
Poetry from the Northeast (2015) writes about
this common subject- the values and patriotism
for their land shared by the Northeast poets
“Undoubtedly it is poetry that unites us. This is
the strongest feeling one gets when one reads
these poems from the very diGierent regions of
the Northeast of our country” (ix). The northeast
comprises eight states and follows dilierent
religions, cultures and traditions, but when it
comes to poetry, the poets write about the
situation in their homelands. There is essential
rootedness in their poetry. This rootedness and
sense of belonging is what unites the whole
literary world of the northeastern region. These”
...1roots of their beloved land; the roots of their
past that are “lost” to them have deeply ingrained
in their psyche. And this is the principal reason
why their poetry is found to be bonding-even
though it may arise from “very different regions”
... ”(Sen viii). The search for the past is the
central theme in most of the writings from this
region. The search is a hiatus, gripping and
painful, between past and present. There is a
continuous urge to revisit the past to establish a
definite identity. Dai’s poetry landscapes the past
and the present with recurrent images embedded
in nature. She is a living legend for safeguarding
the aspirations of the people of her region. Dai
who hails from the land where hills and rivers
are termed to be deities, in her poem- “The
Missing Link™ says:
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There are no records

The river was the green

Sand white vein of our lives,

Linking new terrain in a lust for land...,”
(Lines 20-24)

Here she states how historical records have no
mention of the fates of many natives in the
trappings of modernity. The conscious or
unconscious erasure or deletion of northeast
narratives is the main reason for the anguish of
the writers from this region. The poetry of the
Northeast is more or less embedded in identity
politics. This power dilierentiation can be
qualitied in postcolonial terms. The centre-
periphery debate can be categorized into
conlinements of centre/margin; colonizer/
colonized; domination/exploitation. These
emerging new perspectives of looking into
northeast literature help to deconstruct the multi-
layered reality of the region and the people and
in turn enrich the possibilities of fresh new
horizons. Thus, the writings from this region are
an expression of the experiences of entire
generations of people who have earlier denied
representation. They bear the responsibility of
resurrecting or bringing back the lost history as
their history has been written by others and to a
large extent distorted. Through their writings,
they want to represent the little nationalities in
front of the world.

Various parts of Northeast India which is known
for a general atmosphere of wunrest,
apprehension, identity crisis and violence due
to various insurgent groups. In the contemporary
scenario, the literary expressions from the region

represent the situation in their works in their own
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unique way. There is a strong sense of resistance
in the writings of Temsula Ao. She is against
the portrayal of the northeast in terms of the
“totalization of culture” (Bhabha, Homi) and the
tradition of viewing the region in terms of the
Self/Other binary. She in her poems uses
language as a tool to write back to the empire
and to deconstruct and demystify
misconceptions about the tribal world of
northeast India. Her compelling poetry not only
seeks to showcase the distinctiveness of tribal
literature of the North East but also has an
aesthetic universality. “What cannot be said
above all must not be silenced but written.” (

Derrida, 2016)

Temsula Ao, the representative poet of the Ao
Naga community from the state of Nagaland in
the North-East is one of the most critically
acclaimed writers from this region. A Professor
in profession and a recipient of many prestigious
awards including Padmishri in 2007 and also
Sahitya Akademi Award

(2013). She has to her credit two collections of
short stories, These Hills Called Home (2006)
Laburnum for My Head (2009) and an essay by
Henry James Quest for the Ideal Heroine. Her
Poetry collection includes Songs That Try to Say
(1992), Songs of Many Moods (1995), Songs
from Here and There (2003) and Songs from the
Other Life (2007). She belongs to the Ao Naga
community and in her works, there is a retiection
of issues concerning the cultures, traditions,
practices and beliefs of her tribe.

North East poetry of Temsula Ao laments the
loss of indigenous culture, traditions, beliefs and
history that has come to desolation over the

ABHIBYAKTI @ Bi-annual Journal Vol- IX, No-1, June, 2023 @ Women Cell, ACTA Assam



years. In her writings, we can witness an attempt
ata kind of “cultural revivalism”. Temsula Ao’s
poetry is an attempt to overcome the cultural
shocks the Northeast received by trying to revive
and preserve the nuances of their culture. She
wants to deconstruct and reverse the
connotations of tribes viewed from an angle of
contamination. Prof. K.C Baral (2006) argues
that “the word ‘tribe’ is a stereotype, a construct,
a product of colonial anthropology and is often
politically exploited in our country under the
constitutional provision of protective
discrimination.” p.57)2. This is what we exactly
tnd in Ao’s Songs from the Other Life. The title
of the poem is suggestive of the fact, for these
are songs from another life’- a life that once was,
but no longer exists. In the epigraph (History)
of this poem collection which is in verse form,
she clearly mentions that her objective of writing
poetry is “to redraft history”. The poet writes:

These Songs

From the other life

Long lay mute in the conlines
Of my restive mind

..................... They now resonate In words
of new Discernment

To augment the lore

Of our ancient core.” (p.239)4

In another poem of Temsula Ao’s “Blood of
Other Days”, deals with the issue of
“hybridization of culture” and how in this
process of the mingling of culture, the originality
of culture seems to be lost. She writes:
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And that our songs and stories

Nothing but tedious primitive nonsense. We
listened in confusion

To the new stories and too soon

Allowed our knowledge of other days to be
trivialized into taboo.

We stilied our natural articulations Turned
away from our ancestral gods And abandoned
accustomed rituals

Beguiled by the promise of a new heaven.”
(p-297)8

Haunted by feelings of rootlessness and
ignominy, the poets of this region proudly
vindicate their identity as a tribal. Temsula Ao
is also no exception to this feature. Although
the culture of the northeast has transformed to
a great extent, the core or essence remains
unchanged. She seems to conform to
Bhabha’s idea of hybridity in Location of
Culture (1991): “The effect of mimicry is
camouflage... it is not a question of
harmonizing.” Ao in her poem “Night of the
Full Moon °’ echoes Bhabha’s concept. Ao
accepts that preserving cultures in their
pristine and undiluted state is an impossibility.
Perhaps this is what she depicts in Nowhere
Boatman.

Conclusion:

The contemporary writers of the region represent
a new voice in literature and through the
adoption of English as their writing medium
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tend to write back to the empire. The writers
also resort to using certain native words from
language repertoires. They adhere to
chutnitication (Rushdie) to retain the indigenous
Gavour in their poetry. Mamang Dai and Temsula
Ao too sprinkled their poems with native words
used in their community. They use them to
preserve the oral form of their language to a
written form. These writers have brought the
North East out of nameless anonymity. They
have to a great extent, succeeded in raising their
voices of dissent to efface the dismissive neo-
colonial attitude of “mainland India ¢’ towards
the tribal and tribal writings of the Northeast.
The northeast writings are usually met with
disdain and apathy and thus the writers try to
present a new picture of the land in front of the
world. Thus, the writers are responsible for
projecting the unique identity of the Northeast
and have succeeded in doing that.
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ABSTRACT

In addition to being a fundamental human right, gender equality is a cornerstone of a
dynamic, modern economy that encourages inclusive and sustainable growth. Gender
equality in digital world is also a crucial factor in determining the balance in social and
economic growth. Because of the imbalance in how men and women use cutting-edge
technologies, digital gender disparity is growing the gap in digital transformation. By
enabling women to access expertise and general information, digital platforms like smart
phones, the internet, and online financial services can help close the gender gap in the
digital world and make women financially stable and increase their employment
opportunities. Further, taking initiatives to provide digital literacy can help in strengthening
the area of gender equality especially in context to digital divide. This paper is an attempt
to dig into the various aspects of gender division in the digital world, how women are
affected by the gender digital divide and provide solutions to close the gap.

KEYWORDS

Gender digital divide, technology, digitalisation, information and communication
technologies, gender disparity

INTRODUCTION

bills online, shopping for the most basic items
like groceries, and investing in precious assets
from the comfort of our homes, technology plays
When it comes to automating tasks, sending a significant role. It is quite acceptable to refer
reminders, communicating effectively, paying to the present age as the age of technology.
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“The Internet is not a luxury; it is a
necessity.”— Barack Obama



Digitalization is what occurs when technology
is used to enhance a process that was previously
carried out manually. A simple illustration of
digitalization is the process of applying for a
loan online rather than by carrying time-
consuming physical documentation from desk
to desk. There is no doubting that civilization is
advancing towards a future dominated by
technology. Digitalization is unavoidable due to
rising productivity and competitiveness
requirements. By encouraging innovation,
creating efficiency, and enhancing services,
digital technologies have the ability to promote
more equitable and sustainable growth.

However, as the entire globe advances in
digital innovation and technology, a new issue
relating to the application of these technologies
appears. The phrase “digital divide” is gaining
limelight as a result of this situation. According
to the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), the phrase “digital
divide” refers to the disparity between people,
families, businesses, and geographical areas at
various socioeconomic levels in terms of their
access to information and communication
technologies (ICTs) and their use of the Internet
for a wide range of purposes. (Schwarzer et. al.,
2019). Communities with access to technology
also experience the digital divide due to
underperforming PCs, sluggish wireless
connections, less expensive internet connections
like dial-up, and limited access to paid
subscription content. One of two factors that
contributes to the digital divide is either a lack
of technical know-how or a barrier to the
physical access. (Antonio and Tuftley, 2014).

Another significant aspect of digital divide
is gender digital divide. The gender digital
divide can be defined as gender prejudices
incorporated in the development of digital skills
and information technology (West et. al., 2019).
Women and girls continue to lag short in digital
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skills education, despite the fact that digital
skills open doors to further learning and skill
development. A significant gender gap in access
to, usage of, and control over digital technology
hinders the equal implementation of the benefits
of the digital transformation. The consequences
of women'’s livelihoods, health, and education
are impacted by the digital gender gap. Women,
their larger communities, and entire countries
run the risk of missing out on the advantages of
full engagement in digital economy as our
society becomes increasingly technologically
reliant.

The purpose of the article is to shed light on the
challenges of the gender digital divide, its effect
on the population of women, and possible
solutions for closing it.

CURRENT STATUS

Inclusive and transformative technology plays
a pivotal role in unlocking sustainable future.
Hence, reducing gender digital divide is the call
of the hour. We can’t deny the role of women in
boosting economy. International Finance
Corporation reported that women could
contribute over $300 billion to e-commerce
markets alone in Africa and South-East Asia
between 2025 and 2030. However, according
to International Telecommunication Union,
there are 259 million more men than women
using the Internet in 2022 on a global scale.
Internet and Mobile Association of India
(IAMAI) reported that only 26% of women have
access to the internet compared to 42% of men
in India. Women generally possess less
sophisticated handsets and use phones only for
calls and text messages. According to National
Family Health Survey, only 22.5% of women
use mobile phones for financial transactions.
Although Covid-19 pandemic made people
compelled to do task online, still, Mobile Gender
Gap Report, 2022 by GSMA, a global
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organisation that promotes digital inclusion
stressed that the pandemic has widen the gap of
gender digital divide for those having no access
to mobile internet, thus, reflecting a “stark
digital divide”.

CHALLENGES FACED BY WOMEN IN
DIGITALISATION

Despite the enormous promise that digital
technologies possess to enhance people’s
economic and social circumstances, barriers to
women’s access and usage of these technologies
are still prevalent. The gender gap that exists in
technology adoption, use, and access, as well
as its underlying causes, are significant issues
that need to be addressed. The realities of the
digital world and its potential advantages for
women and girls are influenced by unequal
access to education and unfavourable social
standards that persist in the “offline” world.
Digital illiteracy, which is fueled by a number
of causes including lack of interest, mistrust of
digital gadgets, and discomfort with technology
use, is the primary driver of the gap’s widening.
Even though some groups of women have
limited access to technology, digitally illiterate
women only seem to use online platform
services like WhatsApp and YouTube because
they are more comfortable with them or because
they are simpler to access and use. Women also
utilise mobile devices and the internet differently
than males, according to numerous studies.
(Cooper and Weaver, 2003) Women employ a
narrower variety of digital services (often
limited to voice and SMS), as they are
constrained by less expensive and sophisticated
equipment, especially in rural areas. Another
reason why fewer women than males use digital
technologies is that they are unaware of the
potential benefits these technologies possess.
Women are much more likely than men to avoid
using the Internet because they feel they “do not
need it” or “do not want it.” (Fallows, 2005). In
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addition, there is a significant digital gender gap
because of centuries of patriarchy, prejudice, and
damaging preconceptions. Additional obstacles
include gender-based violence, which occurs
both offline and increasingly online these days.

Technology is changing the way we work,
communicate, and live our lives in a variety of
ways, from online shopping and social media
to artificial intelligence. However, despite the
rapid advancement of technology, women and
girls, particularly those from underdeveloped
nations and at-risk populations in Asia continue
to fall behind. In a similar vein, barely one-third
of students globally are women and girls
pursuing science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics, (STEM) which lays the foundation
of gender inequality in the digital world. Gender
inequality in digitalisation is being further
exacerbated by unconscious gender bias in the
drafting and creation of new digital goods and
services.

Without equal access to technology and the
internet, girls and women are unable to engage
equally in our societies, which is becoming more
and more digital. The ability of girls and women
to speak up and advocate for important issues
is one of the many aspects of their lives that are
impacted when they are held back in this area.
Furthermore, current disparities may be made
worse if women are not included in developing
digital tools and online content. The independent
local businesswomen are also hindered by this
gap in the digital realm. Although most women
use their cell phones for personal use, they do
not use them to run their businesses because they
are unable to conduct financial transactions
online, which results in financial loss given that
the majority of consumers are now digitally
equipped with online payment systems which
may be the cause loss of financial independence
gradually. Women need to be digitally
empowered in order to have a fair competition

ABHIBYAKTI @ Bi-annual Journal Vol- IX, No-1, June, 2023 @ Women Cell, ACTA Assam



with males for career prospects in this area as
well.

PRESENT INITIATIVES

Digital literacy is must to move forward and to
combat digital divide. Otherwise, one can be
prone to cybercrimes and other malpractices of
Internet and victims of gender-based violence.
Hence, several initiatives are taken by both

government and  non-governmental
organisations.
L Digital Shakti. To get active

participation of women in the digital forefront,
Digital Shakti was launched in June 2018, thus
enabling women to understand about various
crucial aspects of technology like reporting &
redressal mechanisms, data privacy and usage
of technology. Further, In collaboration with
CyberPeace Foundation and Meta, the National
Commission for Women (NCW) has launched
the fourth phase of the Digital Shakti Campaign.
Digital Shakti 4.0 was launched for making
digitally skilled women who can raise their voice
for any kind of harassment through online mode.
Besides, they were made alert about the cyber
safety tips and other related issues. Through this
praiseworthy initiative, almost 3 Lakh women
across India were benefitted.

2. Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme.
Ministry of Women and Child Development
under Government of India has launched Mahila
Shakti Kendra Scheme with a motto to uplift
women in every major area, including
Information and Technology, thus, adding a
steppingstone to reduce digital gender divide.
Numerous mahila Shakti Kendras are in the
process of establishment covering most
backward districts. The Kendras run at different
levels of administration like National, State and
District level.
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3. Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital
Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA).
PMGDISHA is an appreciable step taken under
Digital India programme. PMGDISHA focuses
mainly rural population including the
marginalised sections of society, women and
girls. The main goal is to bridge the digital divide
that includes around 6 crore rural households.
Till Dec 2022, almost 53% of women benefited
under PMGDISHA.

4. Under ‘Samarthya’ sub- scheme, a new
component called Hub for Empowerment of
Women (HEW) is included to provide digital
literacy at districts/ Blocks/ Gram Panchayats
level across the country.

5. Internet Saathi Program. To enhance
the rate of digital literacy among rural Indian
women, Google India and Tata Trusts launched
this program in 2015.

Besides, National Education Policy, 2020 with
an aim to make “India a global knowledge
superpower’ has given special emphasis on the
Indian digital education. Moreover, the Law and
Order has also given emphasis to foster digital
education. The Supreme Court of India has
determined that having access to the Internet is
a fundamental right, making it a component of
the rights to privacy and education protected by
Article 21 of the Constitution.

BEST PRACTICES

Many instances can be found across India and
on a global platform where women are given
equal rights to be at par with the advanced digital
infrastructure and making them realize their
potential to break the social stigmas that are
holding them. The International Women’s Day
in this year was celebrated across the World
under the theme: DigitALL - Innovation and
Technology for Gender Equality. This step has
enabled different organisations to come forward
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with the collaboration oif researchers, social
activist, policy makers and stakeholders, thus,
could discuss about transformations keeping
women in mind. Besides, observation of Cyber
Jagrukta Divas can make women aware about
all the precautions and safety measures to be
taken while using digital devices. E-Trade for
Women initiative launched by United Nation
Conference on Trade and Development is an
inspirational step for women to venture into digital
entrepreneurship by building community and
organizing different events, serving as a voice for
women of developing countries. Community
building were also taken into account by various
start-ups bringing all women together and
training them about various mobile applications,
enabling them to register for different
government initiatives. Common Service Centre
under Digital India Scheme are great practices
initiated by the Government of India to provide
various electrical aids to the rural population of
India. Organization of the time-to-time
conferences and taking updates on the
implementation of the schemes are must to
ensure better progress to compensate digital
divide in India. Time-to-time conduction of
Training on financial transaction and making
them aware about Digital Public Infrastructure
is helping to reduce gender disparity. In the year
2022, the first-ever women-only Digital Centre
(DC) of HDFC, one of the leading stoke
brokerage firm was opened in India with an aim
to promote digital equality for women. To bridge
the gender gap, a community-based financial
services enterprise in Maharashtra namely,
Mann Deshi Foundation, launched a low-cost
EMI programme for women to purchase
smartphones and 80% of women of that
community were already benefitted. Trainings
were provided to women and were known as
“Digital Didis” for navigation of online
platforms and selling their products during
pandemic. Set up of “mobile library” by
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the Human Development and Research
Centre in Gujarat is also a great step.
Including women in digital ecosystem can
only ensure to strengthen the network and can
accelerate Indian economy.

CONCLUSION

ICTs are crucial and a necessary tool for changes
in the social, economic, and environmental
spheres. Therefore, it is essential to foster
technological talent without discrimination
specially gender biasedness if we want to
achieve sustainable development. Technology
is an extensively used to integrate the digital
world into our daily lives, enhancing
accessibility, quality of life, and even providing
answers to local and global problems.

Several government initiatives reflect the ability
of women and desire to engage more in ICTs,
but a variety of socio-cultural reasons like
traditional ideas about women'’s roles in society
being domestic, they are either denied access to
technologies or themselves avoid access to
them. Technology developments lead to
independence and more openness of thought,
but because women lack technology literacy,
they are unable to benefit from these
developments. This necessitates the training for
women, which increases their knowledge of the
rapidly evolving technology and improves their
access to information technology. The
promotion of gender stereotypes that, whether
intentionally or not, deter women from pursuing
technical and scientific careers needs to stop as
well. Employment authorities must seek to
promote equality by adopting equal opportunity
plans and other creative measures in addition
to attempting to achieve parity between men and
women in terms of working conditions.

If as a society we want to gain from
technological advancement, people irrespective
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of their gender need to be educated, laws and
practices reformed, and re-examine the
motivational incentives. We must make
investments in infrastructures with more cutting-
edge innovations that aid in the fight against
technological inequality, present novel ideas,
and solutions, encourage women in technology
sector, and support a healthy work-life balance.
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A STUDY ON GENDER INEQUALITY IN RESPECT TO ACADEMIC &
NON-ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF
LEARNERS AT UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL

Dr Ishmi Rekha Handique Konwar
Assistant Professor, Dept.of Education
North Lakhimpur College (Autonomous)

Education is a more comprehensive term that implies acquisitions of a man’s experience
of life. Education cannot be acquired without formal learning. Academic achievement
is the outcome of education-the extent to which a student, teacher or institution has
achieved their educational goals. It can be defined as excellence in all academic
disciplines, in class as well as extracurricular activities. It includes excellence in sporting,
behaviour, confidence, communication skills, punctuality, assertiveness, Arts, Culture,
etc. Educational achievement is one of the major achievements in human life. It is
education which can develop a child to be person who is physically, mentally, emotionally
and also spiritually balanced and matured person and right attitude towards their life.
Academic achievement means how much knowledge the individual has acquired from
the educational institution. Non- Academic achievement is one of the important parts
of educational achievement. College level of education is one of the most important
stages of Higher Education. A child can prepare himself to achieve their own goal from
this stage of education. Gender equality refers to the view that men and women should
receive equal treatment and should not be discriminated against based on gender, unless
there is a sound biological reason for different treatment. In this paper an attempt has
been made to discuss about the gender differences in respect of academic and non-
academic achievement of learners at undergraduate level. The study was conducted in
the North Lakhimpur area of Lakhimpur district, Assam. The findings of the study will
be discussed in the paper.

Keywords: Gender Inequality, Academic & Non-Academic Achievement, UG level students
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1.1 Introduction

Education is a continuous process as it starts
from birth till death. It is the process of
facilitating learning or the acquisition of
knowledge, skills, values, morals, beliefs,
habit and personal development. Educational
achievement is one of the major
achievements in human life. It is education
which can develop a child harmoniously i.e.,
physically, mentally, emotionally and also
spiritually balanced and matured person and

right attitude towards their life.

Individual differences are prevailed among
the students at any age or level of education
in respect of physical abilities, mental
abilities, characteristics, behaviour, psycho
motor abilities, health, parental involvement,
home environment, and socio-economic
status etc. every aspect of differences
influences the child’s academic achievement.
Academic achievement is the success of a
student in gaining knowledge and skills as
assessed by the grades assigned by the
teacher.

Non- Academic activities are also one of the
major achievements in student’s life. By
achieving non-academic goals, a student can
develop their personality as a whole.

College level of education is the most
important stage of education. A child can
prepare himself to achieve their own goal
from this stage of education. This stage helps
an individual to get knowledge from
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different aspect and helps to create a sociable
individual. A child can prepare himself for
the future living from this stage of education.
Therefore, the study will investigate about
the
achievement of students at college student

academic and non-academic

in respect to gender.

The present study was undertaken in the
North Lakhimpur of Lakhimpur district,
Assam. Assam is situated in the Himalaya
foothills, the land of blue hills and red rivers
with the area of 78,438 square kilometres
and it represents 2.39 percent of the total land
area of the country. Assam is surrounded by
international boundaries extending up to
nearly 3200 km.

1.2 Objectives of the study

The following are the main objectives of the

present study:

1. To find out the Academic
Achievement of Undergraduate level
students.

2. To find out the Non-Academic
Achievement of Undergraduate level
students.

3. To analyse a comparative study

between male and female
Undergraduate level students on
Academic & Non-Academic

Achievement.

1.3 Hypotheses of the Study
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The objectives of the study were discussed
in terms of the number of hypotheses stated
as follows:

1) There is no significant difference
between male and female students in

respect to academic achievement.

2)  There is no significant difference
between male and female students in

respect to non- academic achievement.
1.4 Methodology

In the present study, methodology has been
presented under the following heads:

Research Design, population and sample,
Tools for data collection, Procedure for data
collection, Analysis of data. Each of these is
discussed below:

a) Research Design

For the present study, the investigator was
employed “Descriptive Method”. The
descriptive method has been used as a most
widely used research method. It is the
method of investigation which attempts to
describe and interpret what exists at present
in the form of conditions, practices,
processes, trends, effects, attitudes, beliefs
etc.

b) Population and Sample of the study

The study was conducted on the sample of
300 students (150 male and 150 female) of
B.A. 5th Semester of degree college of
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North- Lakhimpur of Lakhimpur district.
The students were selected by adopting
stratified random sampling techniques.

¢) Tools used for the study

Keeping in view the main objectives of this
study, the investigators are using the
following tools for collecting the required
data:

1. Questionnaire & Interview Schedule
2. College record for academic achievement
d) Procedure of data collection

At first, students were given a short
orientation on how to respond to the different
items of the test. For Academic achievement
the data were collected from the record of
the result of 4th semester.

e) Analyses of data

The collecting data were analysed with the
help of statistical method.

1.5 Result and Findings of the study

1.5.1 Gender and Academic
Achievement:

In the present study, it has been found that
there exists difference between male and
female students in respect academic
achievement. Female’s achievement is far
better than male students. In case of female
students, it can be seen that there is not a
single female student whose CGPA is below
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6. The percentage of female students whose
CGPA is below 7 is 44%, below 8 is 56%
and below 9 is 33.3%. on the other hand, in
case of male students, the percentage below
6 1s 15%, below 7 1s 36.5%, below 8 is 34%
and below 9 is 33.3%.

Therefore, 1t can be stated from the above
study that there exists difference on academic
achievement in respect to gender. Girls are
slightly more achievers than boys.

1.5.2 Gender and Non-Academic
Achievement:

In the present study, it has been found that
77 percentage of students have been engaged
in different non-academic activities of
educational institution. Here the female
participants are 39 and male participants are

References:
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38 percentages. So it can be stated that there
exists no difference on non-academic
activities in respect to gender. But it has been
found from the study that female students
are mostly engaging in the activities like
singing, dancing, craft, drama and indoor
games etc.. On the other hand, male students
are mostly involving in outdoor games,
NCC, NSS etc and less involving in other
mentioned activities.

1.6 Conclusion

From the above study we found that there
exist differences on academic achievement
in respect to gender. Female students showed
much better achievement than male students.
But in case of non-academic achievement
there exists no differences between male and
female students.
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Traditional Practice of Weaving and Spinning
by Bodo Women:

A Contemporary Economic Analysis

Dr.Niran Brahma
Asst. Professor
Udalguri College, Udalguri

Abstract:

The tradition of weaving and spinning is a part and parcel of Bodo culture and in
maintaining this culture, Bodo women have been playing a pivotal role. Bodos or Bodo
Kacharis are known as the earliest inhabitants of ancient Assam and the North East.
They are mainly concentrated in Assam but people of this community are also to be
found in some of the North-East states, West Bengal, Nepal, Bangladesh and adjacent
areas of Bhutan. Racially, they belong to the Mongoloid stock of the Indo-Mongoloid
or Indo-Tibetans. Spinning and weaving are expressions of culture associated with the
Bodos. In earlier days, weaving and spinning was the heart and soul of Bodo women.
This tradition gives a distinct identity to the Bodos. However as of contemporary times,
this tradition has been affected by the tides of globalisation and rapid urbanization.
Women among the Bodos have shifted to other sources of income and self-sufficiency.
Although on limited levels, both at the individual and collective fronts; efforts have
been made to accelerate the tradition of weaving and spinning, thereby paving the way
for economic empowerment of Bodo women. More of efforts need to be carried out to
develop mechanisms which can lead to the sustenance of this cultural trait associated
with the Bodos.

Key words: Traditional, Bodo, Weaving, Spinning, Economic.
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1.0 Introduction:

Assam has been described as the
museum of culture comprising numerous races
and tribes with their different ethnic identities.
Bodos or Bodo-Kacharis form a very important
section of these races, and they have contributed
considerably under different names and in
different places, to the growth of the civilisation
of Assam. According to Suniti Kumar Chatterji
“Bodo tribes are linguistically connected with
the Nagas, but whereas the Nagas have still
recently remained isolated and primitive, one
may say that Bodos, who spread over the whole
of the Brahmaputra valley and North Bengal as
well as East Bengal, forming a solid block in
North-eastern India, were the most important
Indo-Mongoloid people in Eastern India, and
they form one of the main bases of the present
day population of these tracts. Judging from the
wide range of extension of their language, Bodos
appear first to have settled over the entire
Brahmaputra valley and extended west into
North Bengal (in Koch Bihar, Rangpur and
Dinajpur districts); they have pushed into North
Bihar also, and the Indo-Mongoloids who
penetrated into North Bihar might equally have
been either Bodos on ‘Himalayan’ tribes allied

to the Newars. They skirted the southern bend
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of the Brahmaputra and occupied the Garo Hills,
whereas, Garos, they form a block of Bodo
speech. South of the Garo Hills they spread in
northern Mymensingh, where the semi-
Bengalised Hajong tribe is of Bodo origin”
(Chatterji, 1974). Weaving and Spinning is the
economic resource of Bodo women. In the past,
knowledge and practice of weaving and
spinning was regarded as cultural duty in the
Bodo society. It was believed that a Bodo young
woman who did not know the art of spinning
and weaving was an auluri (good for nothing)
and therefore neglected by the society. The
traditional practice of weaving and spinning of

Bodos has changed with the course of time.
1.10bjective of the study:

The objectives associated with the study

are the following:

1. To highlight the socio-economic value of

weaving and spinning.

ii. To raise awareness among the masses about
weaving and spinning of Bodos so that it does

not get lost in the sands of time.

iil. To inculcate traditional values among future

generations of Bodos.

1v. To draw the attention of different

governmental and non-governmental agencies
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towards charting new plans and policies so that
the tradition of weaving and spinning does not

wane.
1.2 Methodology:

The study will be carried out mainly by
using primary field survey data at the household
level. Thus both quantitative and qualitative data
information will be used in the analysis.
Although the study is mainly on primary survey
data, secondary data from books, journals and
article will also supplement the primary

information.
1.3 Discussion:

The traditional Bodo society, which
came into contact with different cultures and
societies, underwent a great change in the 20™
Century. The change in different institutional
levels have been taking place from time to time
and these changes are visible in the traditional
institutions like religion, marriage, economy,
social customs and also in the position and status
of men and women, foot habits, dress and other
spheres of life. The changes are found in the
forms of sanskritization, modernization and also
westernization to some extent. The prime factor
of these changes is certainly the influence of

Hinduism, spread of higher education among
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Bodos and the influence induced by science and
technology. But the upward movement in the
traditional Bodo society has occurred without

losing basic values and ethnic identity.

Traditional weaving and spinning has
been part and parcel of Bodo women. Bodo
women are expert weavers. Bodo women weave
on the loom and produce as per their own need
of fabrics in their spare time. These hand woven
clothes are used by women, men and children
in different occasions and festivals, at the funeral
for covering dead body and also as bed sheet,
furnisher cover etc. Bodo women weave variety
of fabric like — dokhona, jumgrasadri, gamsa,
aronai, agor phalli, simasi, gwtharsi, pillo cover
and handkerchief. Besides these, Bodo women
weave a special dress called dokhona thaosi
which is used by brides, daudini a possessed
women in trance, who demonstrates to propitiate
the gods and goddess in kherai festival and
bwirathi (two selected women who cut betel nut

in Bodo marriage ceremony).

There was also a tradition among Bodo
women to weave special scarfs on certain
occasions like Bwisagu which they used to gift
to their beloveds as token of love. Even those
women who could not succeed in their love also

observe this tradition by gifting their token of
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love to their former lovers. This fact is testified

by the following folk song :

Angkhou langphwi

Angkhou langphwi ada;

Zamphwi ceraoni Cayaram
Mandar bibar

Ada Cayaram mandar bibar,
Angkhou langabwla

Hangma thagwn ada;
Boromujwng muce hangma thagwn
Ada, Cayaram mandar bibar
Donai Bwisaguao hangma hangsani
Nwibe phalikhou

Langphwidw ada

Cayaram mandar biber

Ada Cayaram mandar bibar

Which in English means-

Take me home, oh brother, take me home.

If you take me not, I will keep on sighing

And panting like anything. Oh brother
Cayaram mandar flower, take this scarf soaked
With sighs of mine on the occasion of the
Bwisagu;

Oh, Cayaram, mandar flower (Boro, 2001).

Bodo women use different types of
materials for loom e.g. gorkha, gonsa, sewari,

salkhunta, ban gwja (stick of bamboo made used
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to make design), indikhara (used as container
to keep reel, fly, etc.), thaokhri (used to spine),
phaori (used to real threat), danganatha (used
to make /esa from spinning in reel), gorai,
bwodangi, musra, makhu, rashw, baleb or
sewari, swrkhi, jenther, natha and nwhasung.
Bodo women are expert in different floral and
geometrical designs on clothes. The popular and
favourite traditional designs of Bodo women are
— dokhona thaosi, agorgubwi, daothu godo,
pharwo megon, salmatha, mokhordoma agor,
phahar agor, leowa agor, khambrenga agor,
bwigri bibar, thakha agor, phwisa agor,
banduram agor, lao agor, dril agor, bwiragi
agor, daosa mwkhreb, thaigir bibar, agor gidir,
laojong agor, thoblo bibar, gongar thaisib, hajw
agor, gorkha gongbrwi, muphur agan, daokhi
agor, khaseo bikha, khangkhrai agor, daorai
agor, japha agor, mwsou hathai, khasi hathai
and singri bibar. In globalised world, modern
technology has made weaving and spinning
easier, faster and more productive. Now-a-days
Bodo women also use modern machines for
reeling thread, for pulling thread, for design and
also for spinning. Modern fabrics produced with
modern method of technology are entitled by
different names like kargil, katalaga, chalgori,

khathmandu dokhona, Monalisha, Sonalisha,
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Chennai Express, Rege-Regang, phanpuli and
so on. (Swargiary, 2017)

In earlier days, Bodo women used to
weave varieties of fabrics only for their domestic
uses. At present, Bodo women weave for
business purpose rather than domestic use. It
has made them economic independent. The
production of eri/endi cloth is a traditional
method of economic empowerment for Bodo
women. In fact, spinning of endi yarn and
weaving is a household industry and every Bodo
woman is expected to excel in the finer art of
handloom craftsmanship. Now-a-days,
governments both at the state and central levels
have introduced various schemes to provide free
grants, loans to tribal weavers to open weaving
centre or small scale industries, through the
Tribal Development Corporation, District Rural
Development Agency, and different Banks.
Taking such assistance from the government
some Bodo women have opened weaving
industry in various places of the district and
supply their product to the markets. It has been
noticed that Bodo women residing in the district
of Udalguri, Sonitpur, Baska, Chirang and
Kokrajhar especially those near the interstate
border of Arunachal Pradesh and the

international border of Bhutan have even started
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weaving Apatani, Nyshi, Monpa and Bhutanese
clothes. Some educated and entrepreneurial
Bodo women have started exhibiting eri/endi
clothes and Bodo ethnic wears in national and
international forums thereby providing a wide
customer base for such items. This certainly is
a good sign as it generates handsome economic
gains for Bodo women folks, thereby paving the

way for their economically independence.
1.4: Findings:

The following are the findings

associated with the study:

1. Globalisation is well-accepted phenomenon
in today’s time. Its impact can be noticed in
every sphere of life including the socio-cultural
spheres. Access to foreign products and
technologies and practise and participation in
globally accepted practices have been
accommodated in weaving and spinning too. It

has lost its originality to a great extent.

ii. The incursion of machine made products
which are comparatively cheaper than the local
varieties has led to the decrease in demand of

the local variety.

iii. However, pure variety of traditional hand
woven clothes is in great demand outside the

vicinity of the area where it is produced.
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iv. In the present days, Bodo women have been
able to make this business even more profitable
by improvising their garments with more

intricate and fashionable designs.

v. In contemporary times, we see Bodo women
engaged in sectors which had traditionally been
the bastion of males. We see them now in
sectored like trade and commerce, hospitality,
contract etc. They are not limited to just weaving

and spinning jobs.

vi. The role of Bodo women in economic
development of Bodo society cannot be ignored
and is in no way less than their male

counterparts.

vii. The economic and social status of those who
are engaged in this sector is better than those

who are limited to domestic chores only.
1.5: Scope of Future Works:

The paper has immense scope which can

be listed as follows:

1. Further research in an extensive ways both
Doctoral and Post Doctoral can be carried out
on the topic which has been taken up for study
as the present study is very limited. Data based
study shall certainly open frontiers which have

remain hidden.
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ii. If the present study is seriously taken and wide
data collection is carried out, certain drawbacks
which have been hindering the prospects
associated with weaving and spinning can be
detected. Government and non-governmental
agencies can likewise formulate policies which
can prove to be more economically beneficial
to those engaged in the profession of weaving

and spinning.

iii. Wide market can open up for traditionally
hand woven clothes and yarns since demand for
hand woven rather than machine made ones is

growing day by day.

iv. Together with the fabric aspect of weaving
and spinning, the food aspect associated with
weaving and spinning wherein the larva of the
eri worm if cooked, packaged and marketed in
a proper and hygienic way; can gain access
nationally as well as globally. This in turn, will
increase the income of the producers engaged
in it.

Conclusion:

The tradition of weaving and spinning
which has been traditionally been associated
with Bodo women is slowly and steadily
waning. As globalisation as affected every

sphere of life along with the growth of
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education, the young generation among the
Bodos, have started losing the art of weaving
and spinning. Now-a-days one does not notice
the ishanshali (traditional weaving implement)
in most Bodo households. Modern machines
have replaced the traditional ones, in most
places.

There is an immediate need to teach the
young generation among the Bodos about the
rich cultural heritage of weaving and spinning
through the introduction of certificate courses

in university curriculum besides its introduction

References:

Sfeqie

in Honours and Regular courses too. Bodo
intellectuals and socio-cultural organisations
should raise awareness about the need to take
pride in age old practices associated with
weaving and spinning. Special incentives and
promotions shall certainly help the cause.
Besides, the tradition of weaving and spinning
has immense scope in the field of eco-tourism
wherein tourist can have first hand idea of on-
field demonstration and practical involvement
in the aforesaid domain thereby leading to

earning of valuable foreign exchange.
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ABSTRACT

The political empowerment of women is a societal process crucial to development and progress.

Without the participation of women in national activities the social, economic or political

progress of the country will be stagnated. In spite of constitutional provisions of gender equality,

yet only a few women have been able to make a space for themselves in the decision making

process in urban politics.

The aim of this paper is to present the political empowerment of women in urban politics.

Political participation is a major path to women’s empowerment and participation in the decision

making process.

Keywords: Political empowerment, development, decision making, political participation.

INTRODUCTION

Political empowerment can be defined as the
ability to planning, implementation and
influence in decision making process. It includes
right to vote, contest in the election,
campaigning, party membership and
representation in party office at all levels. The
concept of empowerment was introduced at the

International Women’s Conference at Nairobi

in 1985. “Forward Looking Strategies” is a step
forward in securing and protecting rights of
women. This conference laid emphasis on
“equality, development and peace”. It suggested
that the government and the political parties
should encourage women to participate in the
election processes so as to become members of
elected bodies.

ABHIBYAKTI @ Bi-annual Journal Vol- IX, No-1, June, 2023 @ Women Cell, ACTA Assam



The 108™ constitutional amendment bill
proposed to have 33% reservation of seats for
women in Parliament and all State Assemblies.
The bill was passed in Rajya Sabha but never
voted in Lok Sabha. After the 73 and 74®
constitutional amendments to Indian
Constitution, one-third of the wards were to be
reserved for women candidates and in the recent
amendment fifty percent of wards would be
reserved for women candidates. Apart from this,
these wards would be reserved for socially

backward classes.

Urban local government implies the governance
of an urban area by the people through their
elected representatives.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Biju M.R. in the book “Women Empowerment”
(2006) stresses in Politics of Women reservation
in India, women and grass root politics, women
in Panchayati institutions.

Sumanlata in the book “Towards Empowering
Women Views and Reviews” (2010) highlighted
some core issues pertaining to empowerment
of women.

Kaushal S. in the book “Women, Politics,
Participation and Good Governance in the 21%
Century” (2011) deals with women’s political
participation and the issues and trends affecting
women’s political participation. Dutta K.S.,
Ghosh K.D., in the book “Empowering Rural
Women” (2002), examines the complexity of
the problem of women. Malhotra B.K., in the
book “Women in Politics, Participation and
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Governance” (2011) examines the issues
relating to equal opportunity granted to women
in terms of participation and contests in
elections, women’s involvement in elected
decision making bodies.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

1. To

participation in urban politics helps them

study whether the women

empower socially, politically and
economically.

To examine the rate of women in
decision making.

To examine the kind of impediments
faced by the women while taking part
in the conduct of the business of the
Town committees and Municipal
boards.

To examine the extent of their
involvement in conducting affairs of the
Town Committees and Municipal board
in view of their being housewives.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY:

This study provides us a rare opportunity to
examine the role of women in Urban
government, particularly in the Town
committee. Urban governance is an important
platform for empowering women politically.
The people in general feel that the women lack
competence and intelligence to take part in
administrative or deliberative matters. If it is
proved that the women are not lagging behind
the man folk even in socio-economic and
political fields, it is expected to bring about a
sea change in the attitude of men towards the
ability of women.
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AREA OF THE STUDY:

The Study is mainly based on the empowerment
of Elected Women Representatives of Municipal
board and Town committees of Tinsukia District
Assam.

Tinsukia is one of the 32 administrative districts
in the State of Assam. Total land area of the
district is 3790 sq. km. Tinsukia district consists
of one Municipal Board and five Town
Committees viz. Tinsukia Municipal Board,
Margherita, Digboi, Doomdooma, Makum and
Chapakhowa Town Committee.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

For the study 28 elected women representatives
of town committees and municipal board of
Tinsukia district were selected. Interview
method and questionnaire has been applied to
collect the primary data. Secondary data are
gathered through literary writings of scholars,
journals, official documents of Town
Committees and Municipal Board of Tinsukia
district.

Table No. 1 Participation level of Women Representatives

S1. No. Participation Level Regularly Sometimes

1 Do you regularly attend the meetings? 23 5

2 Do you actively participate in deliberations? 18 10

3 Do you raise your voice in the meeting to solve | 15 13
any problem of your ward?

4 Do the Political parties or family members | 14 14
influence in decision making?

5 Are you able to solve any problem alone? 8 20

Source: Interview with the respondents

Table 1 pointed out the participation level of
elected women representatives of urban
governance in Tinsukia district. Majority of the
respondents regularly attended and actively
participated in the meetings of Town
Committees and Municipal Board. Our study
reveals that majority of the women

representatives raise their voice to solve the
problem of their respective wards. The study
shows that to some extent the family members
or political parties influence the elected women
representatives in the decision making process.
Majority of women respondents are not able to
solve any problem alone.
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Table 2. Awareness of Women Representatives regarding Urban Local Government

S1. No. Awareness

Respondents
(Yes/No)

view | Percentage

1 Are you aware about
the powers and
functions of TC/MB?

16/12

57%

Are you aware about
the problems
Urban areas?

of

25/3

89%

Are you aware about
the welfare schemes
undertaken by
MB/TC?

16/12

57%

Do you know how
does MB/TC prepare
the beneficiary list?

19/9

68%

Do you know your
role after being
elected as a
representative?

14/14

50%

Source: Interview with the respondents

Table 2 points out that 57% of the respondents
are aware of about powers and functions of town
committee and Municipal board. 89% of
respondents are aware about the problems of
urban areas. Our study shows that 57% of
women representatives are aware about the

welfare/developmental schemes. 68% of
respondents know the procedure to prepare the
beneficiary list. Almost half of the women
representatives of urban government of selected
area know about their role as an elected
representative.
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Table 3. Constraints of Women Representatives

S1. No. Constraints No. of Respondent Percentage

1 Family 5 18%
Responsibilities and
Burden

2 Lack of  proper | 6 21%
cooperation

3 Lack of support from | 8 29%
male colleagues

4 Lack of experiences | 6 21%

5 Lack of orientation | 14 50%
programmes

Source: Interview with the respondents

Table 3 shows that majority of women support. It has been found that the women
respondents received cooperation from the male representatives did not find much obstacles in
colleagues, family members extended their the functioning of the governance.

Table 4. Political Participation of the Respondents

S1. No. Political Participation Respondent | Percentage

1 Did you contest election as independent? 3 11%

2 Did you contest election in support of | 25 89%
Political Party?

3 Do you involved with party activities? 25 89%

4 Do you organize any party meeting? 16 57%

5 Do you contest in the election on the basis | 28 100%
of Reservation policy?

Source: Interview with the respondents
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Out of 28 women respondents of the Town
Committees and Municipal board, according to
table 4, 11% of respondents contested in the
election as independent candidate, 89% of
respondents contest in the election with party
89%
representatives are involved with party

affiliation, of elected women
activities, 57% of respondents involved
themselves in organizing party meetings and all
the respondents are contesting election on the
basis of Reservation policy.

MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY:

a) Majority of women representatives regularly
attended the meetings and participated in the
deliberations and also raised their voice for
developmental activities for their areas. The
women representatives are not able to solve any
problem independently. They were dependent
on their husband or party workers to solve any
issue.

b) The elected women representatives were
aware about the powers and functions of town
committees and municipal board. The women
respondents were less aware about the welfare
schemes under taken by urban government.
Almost 50% of total respondents were did not
know about their role as a representative of
urban governance.

¢) Majority of women respondents perform their
duties and responsibilities with the support of
family members and from their male
counterpart. But 50% of women members feel
the necessity of orientation programme which
may help them in performing their
responsibilities more qualitative.
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d) Almost 89% of women members are actively
associated with party politics and party
activities. Majority of respondents entered into
the fray with party affiliation. All the
respondents contest in the election on the basis
of reservation policy.

SUGGESTIONS:

a) There is a need for Orientation / Training
programme to empower the women members
and to function effectively as public
representatives, policy makers and decision
makers.

b) Various Non-governmental Organizations
and women organizations should come forward
to encourage the women representatives to take
effective part in socio- economic activities of
the urban areas.

c) Political parties as well as educated section
of the society should organize seminars,
workshops and awareness programmes on
issues like women empowerment, domestic
violence, 74" amendment of Indian constitution,
Reservation provisions etc.

d) Political parties must ensure larger proportion
of seats to women. Women issues should be
included in party manifestos.

IMPLICATIONS:
A: Policy Implication

1. This study gives a partial picture of
political empowerment of women in
urban local government in Tinsukia
district of Assam. A suitable policy
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formulation, legislation is very much
essential for improvement and increase
of women’s participation in the said
Municipal board and Town committees.

The interested students, teachers and
researchers may find scope to study on
political empowerment of women in
urban politics in India and can suggest
measures for increasing the participation
of women in electoral process, decision
making etc. All this may be helped in
the policy formulation and help for the
preparation of suitable strategies in this
particular direction.

B. Socio-

Implication

Economic and Political

The present study covers how the
women participation in urban politics
hinders to achieve the goals. The
information gathered through this study
may prove the challenges related with
the political empowerment of women in
Municipal board and Town Committees.
The role of women in urban politics,
women participation in decision
making, role of women in performance
of their responsibilities, hidden
leadership quality of the women may
have social economic and political
implications.

C. Education and Research

1. The study focuses on lack of
awareness of the urban women
regarding Municipal Acts, urban
lesser

development issues,
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participation of women in urban
of
educational institutions in this

politics. Reformed role

direction may be welcomed.

The research information would
be useful for the
researchers in the field of political

interested

empowerment of women, especially
in urban local government, with
reference to Municipal board and
Town Committees.

D. Political Party

The research information may also help in
changing the attitudes of the political parties
regarding the women issues. Reformed role of
political parties particularly, inclusion of
women’s issues in their election manifestoes,
may be welcomed.

SCOPE FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

Women’s issues are now burning issues. After
the 74" constitutional amendment of Indian
constitution, women are mandatorily associated
with decision making at the grass root level
institutions. For healthy political system and
welfare of the people it is necessary that women
must come forward and play active role in the
political affairs of the country. If they remain
dormant the country will be deprived of their
contribution in nation building process. Thus
an in depth study on this is highly welcomed. In
addition, the role of women in Panchayati raj
institutions, problems and challenges faced by
the women in urban politics may be the
attractive topic for further research.
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CONCLUSION

It is commonly believed that women are unable
to make meaningful contribution on municipal
matters either due to illiteracy or lack of
awareness. But our studies show that women
are capable of sharing responsibilities equally
well like men in the local self government
administration in spite of having certain
limitations. As house wives, they have no doubt
some duties and obligations forwards their
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families, but if they are willing, with the family
support, they can prove their worth in
administrative field which has been so long male
dominated. It is hoped that in course of time,
the urban local bodies would act as training
grounds of democracy and leadership,
particularly for women who experience gained
over time, can climb the ladder and occupy
positions of power even at the state and national
level.
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Abstract

India is a huge country with a diverse population in terms of social and cultural
norms. The Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), and Minorities are among the Socially Disadvantaged Groups. These communities
are disadvantaged economically, socially, and geographically. Education is a strong indicator
to measure the level of development prevailing among the tribal areas and the people.
Higher education becomes necessity for learning new skill to be used to bring about
economic and social transformation in traditional society. In the post-Independence period,
efforts were made for the economic and educational development of socially disadvantaged
group. The objective of the paper is to study the status of social disadvantaged groups.

The paper is based on various secondary data.

After the various approaches towards the development of education among the
socially disadvantaged groups it has been observed that the educational status of the group
is not up to the mark with the major population groups of India. It also observed that the
studies on tribal education suggests that the policy makers approach paid little attention to
cultural and social context with education.

Key words: socially disadvantaged groups, education, status etc.

Introduction
“Education is the most powerful famous quote on value of education by Nelson
weapon which you can use to change the world” Mandela. For the purpose of nation building and
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human development education is the vital
element. Education imparts knowledge, skills,
and character. Education is the most powerful
tool to develop a society in every sphere. As per
our Directive Principles of State Policy of our
Indian Constitution the Government of India
relied more on literacy mission emphasizing 3Rs
(Reading, Writing and Arithmetic) to achieve
its goal. Education is aggregate of all the
processes by means of which a person develops
abilities, attitudes and other forms of behaviour
of positive values in the society where one lives
or through this social process people are
subjected to be influenced by selected and
controlled environment. Higher education
becomes necessity for learning new skill to be
used to bring about economic and social
transformation in the society. Educational
institutions are competent tools for higher

educational status and literacy rate.

India is a country with large size and
varied population group with complex culture
and society. Large section of population still
suffers from appalling literacy and ignorance
after many years of independence. Though
Government of India has enhancing educational
policy for all section of people but still tribal’s
education status is very low. According to The
Imperial Gazetteer of India, 1911, tribe is a
“collection of families bearing a common name,

speaking a common dialect, occupying or
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professing to occupy a common territory and is
not usually endogamous though originally it
might have been so”. The tribes in India usually
reside in hill areas, forests, near the seas, and in
islands. Their life style is quite different from
non-tribals (Preet ,1994). North East India
occupies a distinctive place for its geographical,
historical, social, cultural and its political
features. It is the homeland of large number of
ethnic groups. It is a homeland of a large number
of ethnic groups who migrated from different
directions during different historical period.
These groups belong to different racial stocks,
speak different dialect and have their own
cultural traditions. In the seven states of North
East India, the percentages of tribal population
vary significantly. In the states of Assam,
Manipur and Tripura, the percentages of tribal
population to the total population of the
respective states are 12.82%, 34.41% and
30.95%. In Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Nagaland the percentages of tribal
population to the total population of the
respective states are quite high. In Mizoram, the
tribals constitute 94.75 per cent of the total
state’s population. India has been tremendously
working for the growth of the nation since
independence but owing to lack of education
skill the

disadvantaged sections are not becoming the

and development socially
part of the growth. The Constitution has

empowered the backward classes with
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reservations in education and jobs. For this
purpose, the Constitution of India has earmarked
certain special provisions to enable the SCs and
STs to access education. These special
provisions too have failed to bring impressive
impact on their literacy level. Though our
national leaders and constitutional makers are
committed to uplift the tribal people, a desired
level of development has not been achieved yet
(Chandra Guru et. al: 2015). According to
Virginius Xaxa (2015), during the British era
no measures were taken for the improvement
of the socio-economic conditions of the tribals
similarly post independent India also continued
the same policy with little change like
reservations of seats in jobs both in central and
state government. But interesting fact that due
to lack of necessary educational qualifications
the reserved seats remained vacant. Special
initiatives like introduction of Ashram school,
vernacular medium at primary level, teaching
of local dialects still the tribals are lacking
behind (Pradhan and Kumar 2011). A study on
tribal education in Jharkhand and West Bengal
shows low literacy among the Ho, Mahali and
Lodha tribe. A sharp decline of enrolment has
been noticed after primary education of the
females (Ghosh, 2007). The situation of primary
education in West Bengal, point out that the
primary education across India has been facing,
problems like infrastructure, shortage of

schools, shortage of teachers, and financial
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issues (Kumar Rana et.al 2003). Vinoba
Gautam’s paper (2003) reveals that non tribal
education has very limited value in tribal cultural
milieu because it doesn’t match with the
lifeways of individuals and the needs of the tribal
community. According to the need of the tribal
community and their lifeways the school
education should be designed. The social,
cultural, economic and political system, of the
tribes are different from other societal groups
in Indian sub-continent and all these are related
with the education condition of that particular
group. And it has been noticed from above
studies that education status of tribal society is

far behind from rest of India.
Objectives

The paper tries to examine the following

objectives:

1. To study the educational status of socially

disadvantaged groups of North East India.

2. To suggest suitable remedial measures for

improvement of their education.
Methodology

The paper is based on various secondary
sources such as report, census, books. articles,

journals etc.

Findings
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According to the first objective of the paper analysed and discussed. The number of literate
the literacy rate of the year 2001and 2011 census

data of Eight states of North East has been

persons along with its percentage of North East India

according to 2001 census was shown in Table 1.

Table 1: State-wise literacy of North East India according to 2001 Census

State Literate Percentage of Literacy
Total Male Female | Total Male Female

Arunachal Pradesh 484785 303281 | 181504 | 54.3 63.8 43.5
Assam 14015354 | 8188697 | 5826657 | 63.3 71.3 54.6
Manipur 1310534 | 753466 | 557068 | 70.5 80.3 60.5
Meghalaya 1157875 | 614272 | 543603 | 62.6 65.4 59.6
Mizoram 661445 350105 | 311340 | 88.8 90.7 86.7
Nagaland 1132323 | 640201 | 492122 | 66.6 71.2 61.5
Sikkim 318335 189060 | 129275 | 68.8 76 64.4
Tripura 2022099 | 1150707 | 871392 | 73.2 81 64.9

Source: Statistical Abstract Manipur 2009, Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Manipur.

From the above data of 2001 census, it has
been found that Mizoram rank top in the North East
India states for literacy rates with 661445 of which
350105 male and 311340 female. The literacy rate

of the state, Mizoram was 88.8 percent of which
90.7% male and 86.7% female. The Arunachal
Pradesh has the lowest literacy rate of 54.3%, of
which 63.8% male and 43.5% female.
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Table 2: State-wise literacy of North East India according to 2011 Census
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State Literate Percentage of Literacy
Total Male Female | Total | Male Female

Arunachal Pradesh 766005 439868 326137 | 65.40 72.60 57.70
Assam 19177977 | 10568639 | 8609338 | 72.20 | 77.80 66.30
Manipur 1908476 | 1039858 | 868618 | 76.94 | 83.50 70.26
Meghalaya 1785005 | 913879 871126 | 74.40 |76 72.90
Mizoram 848175 438529 409646 |91.30 |93.90 89.30
Nagaland 1342434 | 723957 618477 | 79.60 | 82.80 76.10
Sikkim 444952 251269 193683 | 81.40 | 86.60 75.60
Tripura 2804783 | 1501369 | 1303414 | 87.20 | 91.50 82.70

Source: Statistical Year Book of Manipur 2016, Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of

Manipur.

From the above table it has been found that Arunachal Pradesh recorded the least literacy rate

2011 census data shows the highest literacy rate of with 65.40 percent, of which 72.60 percent male
91.30 percent, of which 93.30 percent male and and 57.70 percent female in 2011 census.

89.30 percent female is recorded in Mizoram while
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Table 3: Comparison of state-wise literacy of North East India according to 2001 and

2011 Census

State Literacy rate of 2001 Literacy rate of 2011
Total Male Female | Total Male Female

Arunachal Pradesh | 54.3 63.8 43.5 65.40 72.60 57.70
Assam 63.3 71.3 54.6 72.20 77.80 66.30
Manipur 70.5 80.3 60.5 76.94 83.50 70.26
Meghalaya 62.6 65.4 59.6 74.40 76 72.90
Mizoram 88.8 90.7 86.7 91.30 93.90 89.30
Nagaland 66.6 71.2 61.5 79.60 82.80 76.10
Sikkim 68.8 76 64.4 81.40 86.60 75.60
Tripura 73.2 81 64.9 87.20 91.50 82.70

Source: Statistical Year Book of Manipur 2016, Directorate of Economics and Statistics,

Government of Manipur.

From the above table of state wise literacy

rate of North East India, we can analyse and
compare data of 2001 and 2011 census which will
reflect the overall literacy rate of all the eight states
of North East. The highest overall literacy rate was
Mizoram (88.8% in 2001 & 91.30% in 2011) while
the lowest literacy rate was Arunachal Pradesh
(54.3%1n 2001 & 65.40% in 2011) census. In 2001
census, the states of Mizoram, Tripura and Manipur
registered more than 70% literacy rate while all the
states (except Arunachal Pradesh) registered more
than 70% literacy rate in 2011 census.

On the basis of our second objective, we
can analyse that there are many issues and
problems regarding the education of the tribals
of the states of North East. There is always a
gap of literacy rate of India and the states of
North East India. The factors behind the
problems of tribal education are medium of
language, geographical position or location,
economic condition, distance of school and
transportation, health and hygiene issue,
migration, lack of interest in formal education.
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As a suggestion for the improvement
of tribal education of the states of North Eastern
states of India we can the measures like proper
awareness campaign on literacy, the attitude
towards the education of the parents should be
improved, appointment of more and more local
language teachers should be given, residential
school should be open more, scholarships
should be given for the socially disadvantaged
groups, local language should be focused as a
medium of instructions. Regarding socially
disadvantaged groups of people the New
Education Policy 2020 also focused that the
Indian education system and successive government
policies have made steady progress towards bridging
gender and social category gaps in all levels of
school education, large disparities still remain -
especially at the secondary level - particularly for
socio-economically disadvantaged groups that have
been historically underrepresented in education.
Socio-Economically Disadvantaged Groups
(SEDGs) can be broadly categorized based on
gender identities (particularly female and
transgender individuals), socio-cultural identities
(such as Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
OBCs, and minorities), geographical identities (such
as students from villages, small towns, and
aspirational districts), disabilities (including
learning disabilities), and socio-economic
conditions (such as migrant communities, low
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income households, children in vulnerable
situations, victims of or children of victims of
trafficking, orphans including child beggars in urban
areas, and the urban poor). Tribal communities and
children from Scheduled Tribes also face
disadvantages at multiple levels due to various
historical and geographical factors. Children from
tribal communities often find their school education
irrelevant and foreign to their lives, both culturally
and academically. While several programmatic
interventions to uplift children from tribal
communities are currently in place, and will
continue to be pursued, special mechanisms need
to be made to ensure that children belonging to tribal
communities receive the benefits of these
interventions

Conclusion

The right to an education is a fundamental
one. It serves as a tool for social transformation in
addition to being a method of emancipation. The
socially disadvantaged groups’ education, however,
falls short of the standard for India as a whole.
Although the government has taken additional steps
to enrich those populations, the outcome remains
unsatisfactory. The development of the educational
system for the socially disadvantaged groups of
people is hampered by a number of reasons,
including socio-cultural ones and others. So, the
common people must aware of the importance of
education and try to overcome the challenges for
bringing the change in the society.
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The empowerment of women has emerged as an important issue in the society

which constitutes nearly half of the population. Man and women both are integral part of
a society. We cannot think about development of a society without the improvement of
the social status of women. For the improving social status of women, it needs economic
empowerment. Education is the backbone of a nation and women education is the
foundation of a society. Education is considered as a potent instrument of people to
acquire new thoughts with necessary skills. Education makes the people self-conscious,
self-depended. So, without the development of women education, economic empowerment
of women is meaningless. Education is key factor in the development of any aspects and
material sources of a country. Men and women all together should be well educated for
the development of the society.

In this article an attempt to analyze the status of women empowerment. The study
reveals that women are relatively disempowered and they enjoy somewhat lower status
than that of men in a society. Women have an important role to play economic development
in rural areas. Development of Indian economy is closely related with the development
of rural sector, especially the women folk of the country.

Key Words: Women, Assam, Rural, Economy, Society

Introduction:

Gender development means equal
development of both men and women in a
society. So, it is the most important criteria to
get a develop society. Most of the women are
basically housewives and they are solely

dependent on the man folk for their survival. If
we go through the causes of the problems we
see that the main contributors of family income
are the men. It is also seen that some women
are economically independent. Of late it is seen
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that the rural women desire to engage them in
various activities to earn money and to
contribute to the maintenance of the family. Men
and women are two sides of a coin. Without the
development of women, only men cannot
develop a society. They must have
empowerment to solve the various societies. So,
it is the most important criteria to get a develop
society.

Objectives of the study:

The main objectives of this paper are as
follows:

* To study the role of Women Empowerment of
the society

* To study the problems of women.

* To study the economic condition of the
women.

* To draw a meaningful conclusion based on
the findings of the study.

Research Design and methodology:

The methodology of research for
preparation of this article may be categorized
into two parts VIZ, methodology applied for
descriptive analysis about women education and
methodology applied for its impact on women
empowerment. This article is written with the
help of books and journals. Data has been
collected from primary and secondary sources.

Economic Condition of Women in the society:

Most of the women are basically
housewives and they are solely dependent on
the man folk for their survival. If we go through
the causes of the problems we see that the main
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contributors of family income are the men. Itis
also seen that the women who are economically
independent and are contributing to the family
income. Of late it is seen that the rural women
desire to engage them in various activities to
earn money and to contribute to the maintenance
of the family.

The proportion of women workers is
higher in agriculture than in other sectors of the
economy. Special programme for women like
development of women and children in rural
areas has been started for raising the economic
and social status of rural women. Any
programme for up liftmen of rural women must
aim in raising levels of employment and income.
In this cause the primary objectives must be raise
the economic efficiency and empowerment of
rural women. This is a growing realization that
rural women are under-estimated and
discriminated in all work of life despite their
substantial contribution to the economy and in
the national economy. The empowerment of
women and improvement of their status and
economic role needs to be integrated into
economic development programme. Gender
development means equal development of both
men and women in a society.

Women Empowerment through education:

As far as India is concerned, the
principle of gender equality is enshrined in the
Constitution and finds a place in the Preamble,
Fundamental Rights, and Fundamental Duties..
Historically the status of Indian women has been
influenced by their past. There is evidence to
show that women in the Vedic age got most
honored positions in the society. They had the
right to education and were free to remain
unmarried and devote their whole life to the
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pursuit of knowledge and self realization. The
married women performed all the works and
sacrifices equally with their husbands. They
were educated in various disciplines of
knowledge such as astrology, geography,
veterinary sciences and even in martial arts.
There were instances of women taking part in
wars and fights. They were highly respected
within and outside home. Gradually due to
several socio-political changes, especially
during the middle age, the glorious status of
women declined. Noted social reformers and
national leaders like Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Annie Besant, Sorojini Naidu and Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar made selfless efforts to
create awareness among women about their
status and were quite successful in removing
various social evils such as sati pratha, child
marriage, and polygamy. They also encouraged
widow remarriage and women education. The
reformers were successful in creating a base for
development of women and theirs strive for
equality.

Since independence, the Government of
India has been making various efforts to
empower women. In various plan periods, the
issues regarding women empowerment has been
given priority. From fifth five year plan onwards
there has been a remarkable shift from welfare
oriented approach of women empowerment to
development approach. The National
Commission for women was set up by an Act
of Parliament in 1990 to safeguard the rights’
of women. The 73 and 74" Amendments to
the Constitution of India provided opportunity
to women to take part in active politics. The
year 2001 was declared as the year of women’s
empowerment for enhancing their status. The
incidence like early marriage, female feticides
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and infanticide, dowry, bride burning, rape,
molestation, kidnapping etc are very frequent.
Girl child is still given less priority in certain
parts of India. Since her birth she is victimized
in all spheres including education, employment,
nutrition and social status.

This implies that on an average the
attainments of women on human development
indicators were only two-thirds of those of men.
At the State level, gender equality was the
highest for Kerala followed by Manipur,
Meghalaya, Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland in
the eighties. Goa and the Union Territories,
except for Delhi, had gender equality higher than
the national level. In the nineties, Himachal
Pradesh had the highest equality, whereas Bihar
was at the bottom and witnessed a decline in
absolute terms over the earlier period.

Women empowerment by freedom:

Women’s freedom is an indicator of
women empowerment. The data reveals that
about half of women are allowed to go to the
market or to the health facility alone. Only 38
per cent are allowed to travel alone to places
outside the village or community. Women’s
mobility is also affected by their background
characteristics like age, education, marital
status, type of family etc. Seventy per cent of
the women of the highest education group are
allowed to go alone to the market as against 49
per cent of women with no education.
Employment is associated with greater freedom
of movement. Women of urban areas are freer
than that of the rural women.

Employment and cash earnings are
more likely to empower women. Place of
residence also affects women’s control over their
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cash earnings. Generally women in urban areas
have more control over their earnings than that
in rural areas. About thirty three per cent take
decision alone about the use of their own
earnings in urban areas as compared to 21 per
cent in rural areas. Education is one of the
important factors that affects greatly in women’s
control over earnings. About 23 per cent women
with no education have more control over their
earnings. Household structure has an important
role to play in affecting women’s financial
empowerment.

Women empowerment through Exposure to
Media:

Women’s exposure to media reveals that
percentage of women not exposed to media is
more than double that of men. About 71 per cent
of women are exposed to media as compared to
88 per cent in case of men. Twenty nine per cent
of women do not have access to media regularly.
Since it is an important source of empowerment,
greater proportion of women without having
access to media reflects the relatively
disadvantageous position of women in relation
to men with regards to empowerment.

Women who have experienced different
forms and combinations of physical and sexual
violence according to selected background
characteristics which observed that extent of
violence are not lessened by age. In the age
group of 15-19 years, 22.5 per cent women
experienced physical or sexual violence in India
as compared to 39 per cent in the age group 40-
49 years. Both types of violence are higher for
ever married women than for never married
women. Almost 40 per cent ever married women
experienced physical or sexual violence as
against 16.9 per cent never married women.
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Extent of domestic violence is higher in rural
areas as compared to urban areas. About thirty
eight per cent women in rural area faced either
physical or sexual violence as compared to about
29 percent women in urban areas.

Women empowerment through Political
Participation:

Women’s political participation is one
of the important issues in the context of
empowerment. In conventional analysis it
means activities related to electoral politics like
voting, campaigning, holding party office and
contesting election. Political interventions by
women of India today range from movement
for peace and good governance to protest against
dowry, rape, domestic violence, food
adulteration, price rise etc.

Some Limitation to Women Empowerment:

There are several constraints that check
the process of women empowerment in the
society. Social norms and family structures in
developing countries like India, manifests and
perpetuate the subordinate status of women. One
of such norms is the continuing preference for
a son over the birth of a girl child, which is
present in almost all societies and communities.
The society is more biased in favor of male child
in respect of education, nutrition and other
opportunities.

Poverty is the reality of life for the vast
majority of women in India. It is another factor
that poses challenge in realizing women’s
empowerment. In a poor family, girls are the
main victims; they are malnourished and are
denied the opportunity of better education and
other facilities. But if they are financially
independent or they have greater control over
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the resources then they exhibit greater autonomy
both in the household and in public sphere and
are no longer victims of poverty.

Conclusion:

From the above discussion it is clear that
various indicators of women empowerment are
analyzed using the data from various sources
while discussing women'’s present status in the
society. The main emphasis is given to the
indicators like women’s household decision
making power, financial autonomy, freedom of
movement, women’s acceptance of unequal
gender roles, exposure to media, access to
education, women’s experience of domestic
violence etc. Freedom of movement of widow
or divorcee is more than ever married or never
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married women. Similarly it is found that in the
society the acceptance of unequal gender norms
by women themselves are still prevailing. More
than half of the women believe that wife beating
is justified for any of the specific reasons. While
studying women’s access to education and
employment it is found that gender gap exist in
both the situations. Women’s exposure to media
is also less relative to men. Women’s experience
of domestic violence shows that violence is not
lessened by age. Rural women are more prone
to domestic violence than urban women. Most
of the women lack desired level of financial
autonomy, literacy, strong personality, own
decision making capacity, family support etc.
Thus we see that these mutually interdependent
factors reinforce each other and put women in a
disadvantageous position relative to men.
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Abstract;

Christina Ama Ata Aidoo, popularly known as the voice of the African women,
an academic and a politician, is a prolific Ghanaian author who successfully penned
plays, novels, poems short stories and children’s books. Majority of her writings are female-
centric highlighting the condition of women and their expected role in the African society
when Ghana was still under the cruel clutches of Colonialism. As a famous feminist,
Aidoo’s chief concerns are the struggles encountered by African women in particular and
all women in general in a society guided by inviolable patriarchal tendencies and how
they, with limited opportunities, come out successful with flying colours by establishing
their identity and showing their role in the contemporary social milieu. Her ‘The Girl
Who Can and Other Stories’ is an astounding anthology of short stories that promotes the
wonted incidents in the lives of resolute and iron-willed women to established state of
affairs replete with wit and intelligence beyond the expectation of the orthodox male
counterparts and conventional society. This is achieved by not becoming submissive but
by conquering the threats and challenges fathered by the patriarchal prescription that the
ultimate purpose of women'’s lives is to attain motherhood. The anthology showcases the
unmitigated struggles and sufferings of Ghanaian women until they arrive at their deserved
status to create social, political and economic room for them to have their emancipation
and to make them aware of their remarkable role in the nation-building process.

Key Words: African women, patriarchal tendencies, struggles, emancipation.

Introduction:
Ama Ata Aidoo was born on 23 March, Ghana (the then Gold Coast). She was brought
1942 in Abeadzi Kyiakor near Saltpond, up in a royal household, was sent to Wesley
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Girls’ High School and was graduated from the
University of Ghana. In the 1980s she became
the Education Minister of Ghana and wanted to
make education free and compulsory for all but
could not do so and resigned from her post. Her
influential literary works cogently communicate
topics like impact of colonialism, gender
discrimination, womanhood, social and political
establishment of women and other related social
issues that embellish her plays like ‘The
Dilemma of a Ghost® (1965) and
‘Anowa’(1971); novels like ‘Our Sister Killjoy’
or ‘Reflections of a Black-eyed Squint’(1977)
and ‘Changes: A Love Story’(1991); poetry
collections like ‘Someone Talking to
Sometime’(1986), ‘Birds and Other
Poems’(1987), ‘An Angry Letter in January and
Other Poems’(1992), ‘After the Ceremonies:
New and Selected Poems’ (2017); short story
collections like ‘No Sweetness Here: A
Collection of Short Stories’(1970), ‘The Girl
Who can and Other Stories’(1997), ‘Diplomatic
Pounds and Other Stories’(2012) and a children
book entitled ‘The Eagle and the Chickens and
Other Stories’(1986). After her death on 31 May,
2023 at the age of 81, tributes are being paid to
this writer of great repute. Mona Eltahawy, the
Egyptian-American journalist and a writer on
women’s rights recognises Ama Ata Aidoo as
‘““an inspiration to feminists everywhere,
especially African feminists.” Tsitsi
Dangarembga, the Zimbabwean playwright and
novelist calls her “a granary of wisdom and
knowledge.” In the words of Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie, the Nigerian novelist and short story
writer, Ama Ata Aidoo “is a writer with
wonderful wit who not only writes about women
but writes about women truthfully.”

The title story ‘The Girl Who Can’ in
the anthology ‘The Girl Who Can and Other
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Stories’ apprises us about a little girl, Adjoa, only
seven years of age who undergoes unabating
agony to materialise the expectation of her
family as well as the African society she belongs
to and as such she represents all African women
in particular and all women in general. Her
biggest challenge is that she is possessed with
legs too thin and too long for a woman and that
she does not excel in communicating with others.
She remembers Kaya, her mother and Nana, her
grandmother having arguments after arguments
over her thin and long legs and over the
prospects of her future. Nana contemplates that
Adjoa, with such type of legs and
communication skill, cannot fulfil the familial
and social expectations of attaining her
motherhood But towards the end of the story,
Adjoa proves that a girl may have thin legs but
she can win the race of life with her dedication
and determination.

Objective:

This paper attempts to study the identity
crisis, the struggles and sufferings, the
oppression and exploitation encountered by
African women in the backdrop of colonialism
and male-dominated society and how they come
out victorios to establish their identity with their
determination and resolution. The study is
significant because it subscribes to the subdued
condition of all such women and it will motivate
them in their socio-political and socio-economic
emancipation to enjoy their rights and freedom.
Methodology:

This paper is written using theoretical
and analytical method and by collecting data
from accessible secondary sources.
Discussion and Findings:

At the beginning of the story ‘The Girl
Who Can’, Adjoa is presented as a young girl
having language and communication problem.

ABHIBYAKTI @ Bi-annual Journal Vol- IX, No-1, June, 2023 @ Women Cell, ACTA Assam



This is because the language she speaks is a kind
of adaptation and is characterised with an
African nuance. As a result, the language used
by Adjoa seems to be vernacular and non-literary
as witnessed in the following sentence:
“THEY SAY that I was born in Hasodzi; and it
is very big village in the Central Region of our
country, Ghana.” For this informal language,
Adjoa was very often ridiculed by the grown-
ups. Her predicament regarding communication
is best expressed when she is in a dilemma and
in an internal conflict whether to keep quiet and
not say any of the things that come into her head,
or say them and get laughed at as reflected in
the following lines: “And they say I am seven
years old. And my problem is that at this seven
years of age there are things I can think in my
head, but which, maybe, I do not have the proper
language to speak them out with. And that, I
think, is a very serious problem.”

As the story progresses, we are told that the root
cause behind Adjoa’s confusion is the grown-ups
knack of subjugating her for not saying the things
repeatedly. This constitutes the external conflict in
the story which takes place first, between Adjoa and
the grown-ups represented by her grandmother and
secondly, how Adjoa overcomes her struggles to
establish her identity in the society. This finds
beautiful expression in the following lines:

“Business like all this to do with my legs. I have
always wanted to tell them not to worry. I mean
Nana and my mother. That it did not have to be an
issue for my two favourite people to fight over. But
[ didn’t want either to be told not to repeat that or it
to be considered so funny that anyone would laugh
at me until they cried.”

Adjoa overcomes all conflicts- both internal and
external with her strong will power and
determination.
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In the story, Nana, Adjoa’s grandmother,can be
comprehended as a proponent of patriarchy and
gender parable that a girl having thin legs, as
possessed by her granddaughter, is unable to
beget any child in future because she believes
that in order to do so a girl must have solid hips.
This is asserted by Nana in the following lines:
“As I keep saying, if any woman decides to come
into this world with all of her two legs, then she
should select legs that have meat on them: with
good calves. Because you are sure such legs
would support solid hips. And a woman must
have solid hips to be able to have children.”

In these extracted lines, Nana, the apostle of the
African society, has a prejudice that it is the
woman who decides to come into this world and
selects the kind of legs she will have. Irony of
situation arises here because we know that it is
not any female child but either God or Nature
that selects and decides the destiny.

At the beginning of the story, we are told that
Nana thanks the God that Kaya’s first child is
female but at the same time she expresses her
doubt regarding her legs:

“I thank my God that your very first child is
female. But Kaya, I am not sure about her legs,

It should be noted that Nana’s act of thanking
God for gifting Kaya with a baby girl conveys
an affirmative message that the African society,
represented by Nana, does not at least regard
woman as a burden. Here the gender myth is
associated with Adjoa’s flawed legs and the
grandmother’s anxiety over Adjoa’s possibility
of not conceiving any child. This deleterious
concept of women’s legs is powerfully
challenged by Adjoa herself with her thin legs.
So she decides that she would see the legs of
any woman who has a child or children. But it
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is not an easy task for her as the older women
of her locality always wear long wrappers. So
the only way to check their legs out is to get
them during the time of their taking bath in the
river in the evening. Here Ama Ata Aidoo
highlights two important aspects of the
condition of African woman- first, they wear
wrappers in their legs so that those are not
exposed to men and as such they are not enticed
by them; second, the African women’s taking
bath in the evening bears true testimony to the
fact that they are working women who refresh
themselves taking bath in the river while coming
back from their work. But as per the patriarchal
prescription, little girls were not allowed to go
to the river for taking bath because for proper
baths they had to use the small bathhouse behind
their huts. So Adjoa’s curious inquisition to see
the legs of older women nipped in the bud. She
only had the chance to see the legs of her mother
and grandmother and became sure that those
were the prescribed legs because Nana gave birth
to Kaya and Kaya gave birth to Adjoa:
“Therefore, the only naked female leg I have
ever really seen are those of other little girls like
me. Or older girls in the school. And those of
my mother and Nana: two pairs of legs which
must surely belong to the approved kind;
because Nana gave birth to my mother and my
mother gave birth to me.”

Kaya and Nana also had arguments over Adjoa’s
school. Nana thinks that sending Adjoa to school
would be nothing but a mere waste of time but it
was disagreed by Kaya on the ground that she
was confined into the dark world because she
was not allowed to go to school . So Kaya wanted
to send Adjoa to school to learn the letters and
to live a better life. Nana laughed and then gave
her consent for Adjoa’s schooling with the
prejudice that her legs are not strong enough to
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bear child:

“Ah, may be with legs like hers, she might as
well go to school.”

Here it is notable that according to Nana, the
capacity of child bearing is the only touchstone
to estimate the success of an African woman.
But with her high spirit and resolute character,
Adjoa did miracles in her school. With her thin
leg she used to run with her classmates on the
small school playground and came out first each
time but she never disclosed it infront of her
family members. Her teachers could see the
potential in Adjoa and let her run for the junior
section of her school in the district games. When
Adjoa told her mother and grandmother about
the selection, they did not believe it until Nana
herself went to the school and looked over the
authenticity of the news. After tis Nana stared
at Adjoa’s legs with a look mixed with awe and
admiration. Nana’s prejudice regarding Adjoa’s
thin legs was now turning into her pride. With
her talent and ability, Adjoa started creating a
space in Nana’s heart which was the beginning
of her journey into the social domain. This is
witnessed during the district sports week when
Nana started washing and ironing Adjoa’s
school uniform with great contentment and
accompanied her to the town every afternoon
of the sports week. With Nana acting as a mentor
and support staff, Adjoa won every race and
succeeded in winning the cup for the best all-
round junior athlete. Here we observe a huge
turn around when we find Nana carrying the
glittering cup on her back and it seemed as if
she carried a baby. Since, according to Nana, a
girls’ success lies in giving birth to a child,
Nana’s carrying the cup on her back resembled
an African woman carrying her baby on her
back. After arriving at the village, Nana was so
rejoiced that she entered their compound,
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showed the cup to Adjoa’s mother before
returning it to the Headmaster. Then she mutters:
“Thin legs can also be useful......... thin legs
can also be useful......... That even Though
some legs don’t have much meat on them, to
carry hips they can run. Thin legs can
run........ then who knows?.

“Here, the expression “then who knows?” opens
up new prospects that if Adjoa can become the
best athlete running with thin legs, there is every
possibility that she would be able to give birth
to a child one day.

Conclusion:

From the above discussion, it can be safely
concluded that Ama Ata Aidoo’s Short Story
‘The Girl Who Can’ deals with the condition of
women in the society-their struggles and
conflicts, their identity crisis and their
emancipation from a world reigned by
patriarchal ideologies. This is beautifully
portrayed through three female characters-
Nana, Kaya and Adjoa. Nana, Adjoa’s mother
represents the patriarchal society that generally
demeans a woman thereby repudiating her
dignity and status. She assumes that women’s
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foremost move in life is to give birth to children.
It is hideous to note that despite being a woman
herself, Nana plays the role of a pillar for
patriarchal practices which propounds that the
predicament of a woman is also intensified by
another woman- either from the family or from
the social periphery. Kaya, Adjoa’s mother,
stands for every mother yearning for her
daughter’s success, identity and status. She is
projected as a sensible mother who perceives
education as the indispensable key to women’s
liberation from social, political and legal
delimitations. Adjoa, the protagonist of the story,
is a girl with resoluteness representing every girl
who suffers in the patriarchal social set-up and
who, with her tenacity, surpasses all plights and
prejudices to earn an equitable position for her
and for all women in the society. It is she who
makes the title of the story ‘The Girl Who Can’
apt and significant because it symbolises Adjoa’s
ability to shine in life despite having physical
problems. It also acts as a reminder to all women
to have a self-realisation regarding who they are
and what their value is under any kind of adverse
circumstances.
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