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Notesfrom theEditors

We are delighted to introduce the ACTA Journal at a new frequency and in
anew format. In its subsequent editions, the journal will be published four
times a year in paperless online mode. As determined by the Central Executive
Committee of theAssam College Teachers Association, thejournal will continueto
be blind peer-reviewed, and will have more associate editors and permanent
members on its board.

The Editorial Board iscommitted to taking all required actionsto list the
journal in UGC-CARE in due course. Given the bloom and exponential growth of
journalsinIndiaaswell asacrosstheworld, and given that differentiating between
genuine and predatory journals has become a herculean task, the board members
will take all possible stepsto maintain the quality of thejournal sothat it may liveup
to the expectations of the academic community. Constructive suggestions and
feedback are expected from all stakeholdersin thisregard.

The current edition has fifteen articles from the social sciences, the arts
and humanities, and the sciences. Since the UGC, the Indian Higher Education
Regulator, issued directivesin thisrespect for the appoi ntment and career advance-
ment of college and university teachers, academicians have shown a marked
proclivity to write and publish papers in the UGC's CARE-listed journals. For a
journal like ours, it goes without saying that it is nearly impossible to find
high-quality research papers and articles that are not featured in the UGC-CARE
list group of journals. Collecting these paperswithin a short span of timeand taking
necessary pre-publication measureswasindeed arigorous exercise. We appreciate
theauthorsfor contributing tothejourna without be ng overly concerned with earning
pointsfor their professional advancement. We offer our sincerethanks and gratitude
tothem for living up towhat historian GM Trevelyan said: "Disinterested intell ec-
tual curiosity isthelifeblood of real civilization."

We extend our profound appreciation to the ACTA leadership, the CEC
members, ACTA, the Academic Secretary, ACTA, and everyone else who was
either directly or indirectly associated with the publication of this volume of the
journal.

With our quality-driven efforts, we are optimistic that our journal will soon
belistedin UGC-CARE. Weare steadfastly committed toachieving thisgoal through
our perseverance.
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Ethical Policy:

e A Research paper/article submitted for publication should be solely original and pre-
viously unpublished.

e All individuals listed as author or co-authors must make substantial contributions
and approve the final version of the manuscript to be published.

e Author(s) idare solely responsible for copyright clearance, factual inaccuracies and
opinions expressed in the manuscript.

Review Policy:

e Each manuscript will be examined by the Editorial Board, and then forwarded to

referees for blind review. If one of the referees rgects the paper, it will be sent to a
third reviewer for critical comments. The research paper/article will be published
only when recommended by the referees.

Plagiarism Policy:
e Thejournal strictly adopts a plagiarism policy as outlined in the UGC's (Promoation

of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institu-
tions) Regulations, 2018.

Publication Palicy:
Length:

e Themanuscript, including the Reference/ Works cited section should be written within
2000 to 4000 words.

e The abstract should be within 250 words, followed by five or six keywords.
Font Style and Size:
e The manuscript should be typed in M SWord (English) or Pagemaker (Assamese).

e A manuscript in Assamese should be typed in Geetanjali Light Font of Ramdhenu
Software with a font size of 13point.

e A manuscript in English should be typed in Times New Roman with a font size of 12
point.
Citation Style:

e Manuscripts should follow the formatting/editing guidelines of the MLA Handbook
(8th Edition) or APA Manual (7th Edition) for all the in-text and end-text citations.

.
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*"where a fluent bilingual talking to another
fluent bilingual changes language without any
change at all in the situation, this kind of
alternation is called code-mixing. The purpose
of code-mixing seems to be to symbolise a some
what ambigous situation for which neither
language on its own would be quiteright. To get
the right effect the speakers balance the two
languages against each other as a kind of

linguistic cocktail-a few words of one language,
then a few words of the other, then back to the
first for a few more words and so on.", R.A.
Hudson, Sociolinguistics,1980, p.51

*"David Crystal defines code-mixing as a
linguistic behaviour that involves the transfer of
linguistic elements from one language into
another." ,Mr.Sneha B. Walwadkar, Code-mixing
and Code-Switching in Indian English Speech:
Ice( International Corpus of English),2011,p.45
< "kachru-refers code mixing as the transfer of
linguistic units from one language to another
language. from this mixture, a new integrated
code may develop.”, Mrs. Suneeta H. Nirmale,
A Sudy of Code- Smtching and Code-Mixingin
the Salected Fictional Works by Indian Writers
in English,2009, p.111

¢Brian T. Rily , Encyclopaedia of Language and
Lingusitics,1999,p.85

«"when you insert a piece of word other than of
one's own language, and one has no specific
purpose or intention when doing that, code-
mixing occurs. Code-mixing as the alternation
use of two or more language at the level of
affixation, words, phrases, idioms, subordinate
clauses, etc. within the same sentence and code-
switching as the alternate use of two or more
languages at or above the level of sentence.”,
Suneeta H. Nirmale, Astudy of Code - Smtching
and Code-Mixing in the Selected Fictional Works
by Indian Writersin English, 2009,p.128
*Suneeta H. Nirmale, A study of Code -
Switching and Code-Mixing in the Selected
Fictional Works by Indian Wkiters in
English,2009, p.129

aZoG

i, quifere. sTare-erRee. Fetie ¢ SIer®l (2, 205 ¢

i3ff, SRRl TEe TIF SRR @) <R ¢ S
TRIBH e AfET, 2053
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is primarily an economic process of interaction
and integration that is associated with social and
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[Das 2010 : 118]“The term globalisation
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world market. In other words, it implies
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Womens' Representation in Assembly
Elections: An Analysis of the Assembly
Electionsin Assam, 2016-2021

Mukut Ch. Baruah
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Department of Political Science
Lokanayak Omeo Kumar Das College
Dhekigjuli, Sonitpur, Assam

Abstract

Wbmen are playing a very marginal rolein the decision-making
processinthe National Parliament, ontheinternational platform,
and inthe state legislatures. Women are still far fromthelevel of
representation of their male counterparts in the context of
political decision-making. In the context of Assam, the scenario
of women’s representation is the same as from an international
perspective. For the low level of women’s representation, the
everlasting ingtitution called patriarchy isvery much responsible.
The huge gender gap in offering candidature in elections has
revealed a negative picture of women'’s political representation
in the state. To ensure a good number of representatives in the
state assembly elections, there is a strong need to eradicate
patriarchy from our society as well as our minds. The
improvement of gender-sensitive quality education and
reservation (quota) for women, and more especially the
willingness of women, are very essential. Through this paper, an
attempt has been made to analyse the level of representation of
women in the 2016 and 2021 assembly elections in Assam. By
applying the descriptive method, both primary and secondary
sources of data have been used for this study.

Key words. Women, representation, patriarchy, Reservation,
political party.
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Introduction

Women's representation in the
decision-making process is very
important for strengthening democracy.
Women'’s representation in politics is,
without doubt, animportant step towards
social equality, sustainable growth, and
national and international peace.

In common parlance, political
representation is assumedto refer only to
the political activities undertaken, in
representative democracies, by citizens
elected to political officeon behalf of their
fellow citizens who do not hold political
office. The notion of representation may
beregarded asan effort by elected or other
public officials “to build more inclusive,
deliberative, and engaged relations.

Hanna Pitkin (The Concept of
Representation, 1967) providesone of the
most straightforward definitions of
political representation. She defined
political representation as“away to make
the present ‘present’ again.” By this
definition, political representation is the
activity of making citizens' voices,
opinions, and perspectives “present” in
the policy-making processes.

In the context of Assam, the data
on women’'s representation in the state
assembly elections reveals a very
marginal position. For example, in the
first assembly election, only 1.85 percent
of women represented theassembly. Thus,
after 75 years of independence, the
scenario of women'’s representation in
electoral politics has remained the same.
In the last two assembly elections, which

were held in 2016 and 2021 in Assam, it
has repeatedly shown the marginal role
of women in state electora politics. In
2016, 7.14 percent of women represented
the assembly, compared to only 4.76
percent in the 2021 election in Assam.
Though there hasbeen agradual increase
in the number of women contestants, the
existing gap between men and women
candidates is huge.

Area of research

To find out the level of
representation of women in assembly
elections in Assam, the researcher
attempts to study the last two assembly
elections in Assam, i.e., 2016 and 2021
in the state.

Objectives

The main objectives of the paper are:

1. To analyse thelevel of representation
of women in the 2016 and 2021
assembly electionsin Assam

2. To find out the major hindrances to
women’s representation in electoral
politicsin the state.

M ethodol ogy

The study is basically focused on
women'’s representation in the assembly
election. Hence, the descriptive method
Is used for this study. Both primary and
secondary data have been used. The
assembly election reports, books, and
journal have been followed for this study.
Result /discussion:
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Assam Assembly Election 2016

It has been observed that during
the 1980s, governance has become a
primordial issue of state policy acrossthe
nation. There has been a shift from a
multi-dimensional understanding of
democracy to a one-directional
understanding of good governance. It was
oneof themajor focuses of the BJP before
the 2014 Lok Sabha election. The party
tried to consolidate the votes on theissue
of development and good governance in
the 2016 assembly election in Assam
against the misgovernance of the
Congress-led government for three
consecutive terms. Furthermore, the

internal conflict among the Congress
MLAs made people dissatisfied with
Congress. The BJP could catch hold of
the stuation and fight the election with a
well-thought-out and high-voltage
campaign. The formation of a BJP
government at the centre under the
leadership of Narendra Modi could also
influence the perception of the voters to
some extent. People looked at the BJP as
the only viable alternative to Congress.
Thisassembly election changed the nature
of the political dynamics of the state and
made political history.

In the 2016 assembly election, the
poll percentage in Assam was 84.26

Table 1
Representation of Women in the Assam Assembly Elections, 2016
Constituency [Name Party |otes Margin Runnersup Party
gained

K okrajhar Pramila Rani BPF 76496 40091 |Pratibha IND
East Brahma Brahma
Teok Renupama AGP 40928 5049 Pallabi Sarma  INC

Rajkhowa
Panery KamaliBasumatary BPF 38668 15802 |Nanda Rava IND
Batadrawa IAngoorlata Deka BJP 416343 5885 Gautam Borah  |[NC
Golaghat Ajanta Neog INC 73862 5213 Bitupan Sarma BJP
Boko (SC) Nandita Das INC 69986 (17594 |yotiprasadDas NAGP
Hajo Suman Haripriya BJP 55096 8908 Dulu Ahmed INC
Sarupather RoselinaTirkey INC 67150 2927 Binod Gogoi AGP
Sonari Nabanita* BJP

Handique

Total Candidates. 1064, Women candidates: 91, No. of seats won by the women: 9
Source: Satistical Report on Assembly Election, 2016, Assam.
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percentage points, wherein males were
76.85 percent and females were 74.94
percent, and it made history because the
percentage of the poll was higher thanin
earlier elections. The Bharatiya Janata
Party contested in 89 seats, secured 60
with a vote share of 29.5 percentage
points, and became the largest party. It
was followed by the Congress, which
contested in 122 constituencies and won
only 26 seats with a vote share of 30.96
percentage points. AGP contested in 30
seats and secured 14 with a vote share of
8.14 percentage points; AIUDF contested
in 74 seats and won 13 with avote share
of 13.05 percentage points;, and BPF,
which contested in 13 constituencies,
secured 12 seatswith avote shareof 3.94
percentage points.

Table 1 illustrates the women's
representation in the 2016 assembly
election in the state. A total of 91 (8.86
percent) femal e candidates contested this
election out of 1064 candidates.
Significantly, Pramila Rani Brahma
offered her candidature from BPF and
won the seat with a big margin of 40091
votes. Shedefeated PratibhaBrahma, who
was an independent candidate. Similarly,
Renupama Rajkhowa of Teok
constituency, who contested asanominee
for AGP, gained the seat by defeating
Pallabi Sarmaof INC by amargin of 5049
votes. Kamali Basumatari of Panery
constituency won the seat as a nominee
for BPF, defeating Nanda Rava of IND
by a margin of 15802 votes. Smilarly,
Angoorlata Deka of Batadrawa

constituency contested as aBJP candidate
for the first time and won the seat by
defeating former MLA Gautam Borah of
INC by a margin of 5885 votes.
Significantly, Ajanta Neog of Golaghat
constituency contested this election as a
nominee of the Congress and won for the
fourth term by defeating Bitupan Sarma
of the BJP by a margin of 5213 votes.
Again, Nandita Das was nominated by
Congress and defeated Jyoti Prashad Das
of the AGP by amargin of 17594 votes.
Likewise, in Hgo constituency, Suman
Haripriyawasnominated by theBJP and
defeated Dulu Ahmed of the INC by a
margin of 8908 votes. Roselina Tirkey
was el ected from Sarupathar constituency
as a nominee for Congress with 67150
votes. She defeated her rival, Binod Gogoi
of the AGP, by a margin of 2927 votes.
Significantly, Nabanita Handique of the
BJP was elected to the assembly in the
by-election held in 2019 from Sonari
constituency.

Assam Assembly Election 2021
Thefifteenth Assembly Electionin
Assamwasheld in 2021 in athree-phased
manner on March 27, April 1st, and 2nd.
Thereisadirect contest between the BJP-
led alliance and the Congress-led grand
aliance. The voting turnout was 82.42
percent. All 946 candidates offered their
candidature, wherein male candidates
were 872 (92.17 percent) and female
candidates were only 74 (7.82 percent).
The mandate in 2021 has shown the
victory of the BJP alliance, which
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obtained 75 seats, the Congress-led Great
Alliance, which obtained 50 seats, and
Raijor Dal, which could gain only one
seat. On the other hand, the 2021
Assembly election has shown a very
unsatisfying picture for women’'s
representation. The number of contesting
candidateswas lower than in the previous
elections. Moreover, only asmall number
of women could win the election. Only
six women (4.76 percent) could win the
election. Significantly, thetransition trend
among the parties has impacted the
political scenario of the state. BJPformed
afriendly aliance, or Mitragjot, with AGP
and UPPL. On the other hand, Congress
entered into agreat alliance with AIUDF,
BPF, CPI (M), RID, Anchalik Gana
Morcha, and CPI (ML).

The emergence of UPPL and AGP
pulled down the popularity of BPF in
BTR. Asaresult, Pramila Rani Brahma,
aformer minister of the BJP government,
could not sustain her position after con
Nandita Garlocha of Haflong
constituency, who contested asa nominee
of the BJP for the first time, gained her
seat by defeating Nirmal Langathasa of
the Congressby amargin of 18598 votes.
Former minister of the Congress
government and MLA of the last BJP
government, Ajanta Neog, resigned from
the Congress party and offered her
candidature from Golaghat constituency
as anominee of the BJP in this election.
Sgnificantly, shewonthe seat for thefifth
term by defeating Bitupan Sakia of
Congress by a margin of 9213 votes.

Table 2
Representation of Women in the Assam Assembly Elections, 2021
Constituency Name Party V otes Margin RunnersUp  [Party
Gained

Boko Nandita INC 120504 52513 Jyoti Prashad AGP
Das Das

Haflong Nandita BJP 67797 18598 Nirmal Congress
Garlocha L angthasa

Golaghat Ajanta BJP 81054 9213 BitupanSaikia [Congress
Neog

Batadraba Sibamoni  |INC 83420 32816 Angoorlata  BJP
Bora Deka

Hajo Suman BJP 65923 14213 Dulu Ahmed |AJP
Haripriya

Teok Renupama AGP 47555 1397 Pallabi Gogoi [Congress
Rajkhowa

Total candidates: 946, Women candidates: 74, No. of seats won by the women: 6
Source: Report on assembly election in Assam, 2021
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Similarly, in Hgjo constituency, former
MLA Suman Haripriya offered her
candidatureto the BJP and won, defeating
Dulu Ahmed of Asom Jatiya Parishad by
a big margin of 14213 votes. Likewise,
NanditaDas of the Boko constituency was
elected for the second term as a nominee
of Congress. She defeated Jyotiprashad
Dasof the AGPby abig margin of 52513
votes. In the Batadroba constituency,
Sibamoni Borah offered her candidature
asanominee of the Congressand defeated
sitting MLA Angoorlata Deka of the BJP
by a margin of 32816 votes. Sibamoni
Borah has made history by becoming the
first opposition candidate to win the fray
in this constituency. In Teok constituency,
the former MLA Renupoma Rakhowa
contested as a nominee of the AGP and
defeated her rival Pallabi Gogoi of the
Congress by amargin of 1397 votes.
The analysis of the Assembly
election in Assam has shown agradually
increasing trend in the number of female
contestants and winners. The increased
rate of female literacy, state-sponsored
schemes of women’s empowerment, and
the role of political parties and pressure
groups are instrumental in this regard.
Women elected to the Assembly have
defeated their rivals by alarge margin of
votes. Therefore, it can be stated that
women in Assam have the big win ability,
as aresult of which some of them have
occupied seats in the Assembly by
defeating other candidates with a big
margin of votes. It is possible to argue
that very few women contest as party

candidates, and therefore, their success
rate is exaggerated.

Finally, it can be summarised that
the trends in women’s representation
depend on the political environment and
the socio-economic and cultural factors
of our society. Women are still recognised
as amarginalised group in the decision-
making process. A huge gender gap isstill
prevailing between the number of male
and female contestants as well as
representativesin the assembly.

Men were not willing to lose seats
towomen. It may befor thesereasonsthat
women fromal political partiesidentified
the ticket allotment stage of elections as
the greatest point of discrimination
against women in politics. Men do not
want women in politicsin the first place,
so they do not put up awoman candidate
for awinning seat. When political parties
do think of fielding women candidates,
they are generally given losing seats, and
the example of their defeat is used to
deprive other women of party tickets.
PramilaDandavate elaborates, “ First, they
do not have faith that women can get
elected. Second, they fedl that even when
awoman does manage to get elected, she
will not beinaposition to open her mouth
and do anything fruitful in Parliament or
theAssembly. Third, men fedl that politics
is man’s world. They would just like to
have a woman along with them, like a
flowerpot in adrawing room or an achar
in the meal. But they do not like to see
them in responsible positions on an equal
footing.”
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Thenatureof eectoral politicsinthe state
effectively marginalises women and
women’'sissuesfrom the political agenda.
Elections are largely conducted by men
and with men’s support. Hence, electoral
practicality requires women participants
to cooperateto survivein theman’sworld
of politics. The role of women’s
participation in elected bodies should not
be undervalued. Elections are, after dl, a
forum for self-government and
democracy; they are significant in
drawing the attention of the nation to the
problems and needs of disadvantaged
sections; the manifestos, campaigns,
promises made by individual candidates,
track records, and future course of action
of political parties are indicative of
national concernsaswell asmandatesfor
action. Proper selection of candidatesin
an election is vital if this representative
democracy is to function in the interests
of a mgority of the population that is
depressed and disadvantaged.

In electoral politics, gender
discrimination is discernible as reflected
in the manner of ticket allotment, the
distribution of seats, and other related
aspectsof theelection. Theentire process
manifests a gendered approach.
Patriarchal structurein society, ingrained
values, and amental makeup relatingto a
clearly defined role for women make it
easier for a perception to be carried that
women areless capable, hencetheir space
is limited and their role is confined.

Recommendations: On the basis of the
research findings, the following
recommendations may be suggested:

e The electoral processes and legal
framework should be gender-
sensitive, ensuring a balance, and
should be designed carefully to lead
to an enhanced level of participation
for women.

e Secondly, it requires a change of
attitude on the part of the political
parties towards women to nominate
and support more female candidates.
Political party laws may include
provisions aimed specifically at
enhancing women's representation.

e The role of non-government
organisations is very instrumental in
thisregard. Women'’s groups working
at the grassroots level are small and
scattered and have diverse ways of
empowering women. There aren’t
enough instrumental or networking
facilities available that could bring
them together, allow them to share
best practises, and strengthen them. It
Is therefore dso important to create
unity among women’s groups,
organisations, and individuals
involved with women’s
empowerment. They need to adopt a
common strategy, have a common
vision, and be able to bring about the
necessary changes in policies and
structures.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be said that
only through gender-sensitive measures
initiated at the legislative and executive
levels can more and more representation
of womeninelectoral politicsbe ensured.
This will eventually lead to the active
engagement of women in the decision-
making process and, in turn, influence
their empowerment. Therefore, for the
emergence of ajust and equitable social
order, itisnecessary for society in general
and political partiesin particular to give
full emphasis to the issue of women'’s
electoral participation by discarding
traditional social values and customs.
Hence, theinvolvement of moreand more
women in politics is necessary for
establishing a properly functional
democracy aswell asempowering women
politically.
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adaptingto the New Education Palicy, 2020
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Abstract

India being on the verge of standing parallel to the
first-world countries, the biggest reformthat can be envisioned
isin terms of education. The budding generation paves the
foundation of a new India, and the current New Education
Policy is a welcome move by the government to ensure that
our country not only contributesto the biggest think-tanks of
the global fraternity but also ensures sustainable growth of
the socio-economic system of the country, boosted by skilled
and capable youth of the nation. The New Education Policy
foreseestheflexibility of a student to choosetheir career path
based on their interests and, at the same time, also places
ample emphasis on job-oriented courses. It is now the
responsibility of the education fraternity, including institutions
and their teaching panels, to welcome the new changes and
play their own part in helping the new generation adapt to
the various positive changes. We should all be involved in
proactive measures to ensure that we help in the
implementation of the new visions and ensure the dawn of
India as the epitome of learning and skills on a global level.

Keywords. Education System, Policy, Teachers, changes,
India, generation

I ntroduction move after a 34-year wait since the last

The New Education Policy that reform. Listed below are some of the
was laid out by the Union Cabinet on salient features that set it apart from
July 29, 2020 It wasindeed awelcome its older counterpart:
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1. Schooling shall start at 3 year s of
agefor a pupil.

Differing from the last policy
where schooling was considered from
age 6 to 14 years, the New Education
Policy implies that schooling shall be
included from age 3 years to 18 years
for a pupil, inducing the previously
unorganised pre-school as well as
replacing the previous 10+2
curriculum with a 5+3+3+4 curricular
structure corresponding to ages 3-8,
8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 years,
respectively.

2. Mother tongue as a medium of
instruction.

The home language, mother
tongue, local language, or regional
language is to be used as the medium
of instruction until Grade 5 at least,
but preferably until Grade 8 and
beyond. Following that, wherever
practicable, the home or local
language will be taught as a language.
This is due to the fact that children
learn and grasp non-trivial topicsfaster
in their native language, as per the

policy.

3. NoUGC, AICTE, or NCTE

All higher education in India,
with the exception of medical and legal
education, is to be governed by the
newly established Higher Education

Commission of India(HECI). For both
public and private higher education
establishments, the same set of
regulations will govern academic
standards, accreditation, and
regulation.

College affiliation will be
phased out by the government in 15
years, and a step-by-step process for
giving colleges graded autonomy will
be developed.

* Science, arts, and commerce get
blurred.

Under NEP 2020, there would
be no formal distinctions made
between academic and vocational
programmes, arts and sciences, and
curricular and extracurricular
activities. Through the streams,
students can choose from a variety
of subjects. Beginning in the sixth
grade, vocational education will
incorporate internships.

* FYUP Programme Returns and
No More Dropouts

Under the NEP, undergraduate
degrees will last three or four years
and offer a variety of exit options.
Colleges will be required to award
a certificate after one year of study
in a topic or field, including
professional and vocationa fields;
a diploma after two years of study;
or a bachelor’s degree after three
years of study.
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Additionally, the government will
establish an Academic Bank of Credit
to digitally store academic credits
earned at various HEIls for eventual
degree transfer.

Overall, it can be summarised
from the above that this policy makes
necessary adjustments. Until recently,
there was no uniform systemin place.
It is more open and has a single
national agency in charge of
overseeing the country’s entire
education system.

M ethod

The second-hand data
collection method is used for this
research paper.

Discussion
The teacher’s perspective:

No wonder these reforms are
welcome, and the teaching fraternity
should be ever supportive in aiding
these new changes by the government.
However, there are various
adjustments that come along. The
biggest question would be in regards
to the adaptation of the teaching
community to this new system.

The policy lays out the crucial
role that teachers will play in NEP
2020. In the long run, teachers will
have the right to participate in
establishing school policies and goals.

Giving teachers the freedomto choose
what and how they teach will give
them space and ownership over their
work and involve them in the reform
process. It is believed that teacher
autonomy gives teachers more power
and inspires them to do better work.
In addition, the policy aims to
recognise, document, and share
innovative teaching strategies and
pedagogies developed by Indian
educators. Finally, as part of the
enculturation of teacher
empowerment, NEP will work to
create vibrant teacher communities in
order to improve networking and
reduce teacher isolation.

The NEP 2020 for teachers has
been a welcome change in light of
previous efforts to improve teachers
working conditions and compensation.
Pre-service teacher education and in-
service NEP teacher training
programmes can both contribute to
improving student learning. The
education sector is likely to become a
lucrative career option for talented
young people in the coming years if it
Is implemented correctly.

The NEP aims to establish the
National Professional Standards for
Teachers (NPST), which will guide all
aspects of teacher career management,
professional development, salary
increases, and other matters. A crucial
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component of NEP for educators is
teacher audits and professional
reviews. NCERT will conduct in-depth
research on international pedagogical
approaches and incorporate the results
into continuing  professional
development (CPD) programmes for
NEP teacher training. In NEP 2020,
teacher education requires a set
number of hours per year for
continuing professional development,
or CPD.

To guide pre-service teacher
education and training, the NEP 2020
suggests creating a National
Curriculum Framework for Teacher
Education (NCFTE 2021). For
teachers in academic, vocational, and
other special education streams, the
NCFTE will recommend the most
effective pre-service and in-service
education and training methods.

Let’s consider some aspects
from the teacher’s perspective:

Impact on the eligibility of CTET/
TET recruitments

By 2030, the minimum
educational requirement for teachers
would be a four-year integrated B.Ed.
degree, as proposed by the recently
approved National Education Policy
2020. Only candidates with afour-year
B.Ed. degree and a TET, CTET, or

STET certificate will be eligible to
apply for teacher recruitment in
government schools nationwide if this
eligibility criterion is implemented in
the education system. In addition, the
New Education Policy 2020 hasaltered
the method of instruction, requiring
CTET/TET-qualified teachers to
Instruct students in government schools
in grades 1 through 8.

TheTETswill also be expanded
to include teachers at all school
education levels (foundational,
preparatory, middle, and secondary).
Suitable TET or NTA test scoresinthe
corresponding subjects will also be
taken into consideration when
recruiting subject teachers. A
classroom demonstration or interview
will become an essential part of
teacher hiring at schools and school
complexes to gauge passion and
motivation for teaching.

Teaching in Hindi or a Regional
Language

Previously, teachers were
expected to teach up to Class 5in their
native language, “Hindi,” or their
regional language. The New
Education Policy 2020 proposes that
instruction should preferably be
conducted in the student’s native or
regional language until the eighth
grade. In accordance with this
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amendment, CTET or TET-qualified
teachers must have a strong command
of Hindi or a regional language
because, oncethe NEP isimplemented
in the education system, they will be
required to instruct students in Hindi
or their native language.

I nteractive and technology-based
teaching systems

Since qualified TET teachers
from CTET and other states will only
be hired to teach students in Classes 1
through 8, they will need to develop
novel and appealing methods for
teaching and preparing students in
their foundational (Classes 1 and 2),
preparatory (Classes 3 to 5), and
middle (Classes 6 to 8) stages.
Technology will be used to make
teaching more interesting and easy to
learn. Because of this, it will be
necessary for qualified CTET and TET
teachers to be familiar with
technological devices.

Transparency in the teacher
recruitment process in government
schools

Thefocuswill be on making the
teacher recruitment process in schools
more transparent, balanced, fair, and
robust, as proposed in the New
Education Policy 2020. The
government will then introduce the

New Professional Standards for
Teachers (NPST), and teacherswill be
chosen based on their eligibility and
talent. Regarding teacher promotion,
the NEP 2020 also states that teachers
will be promoted solely based on their
merits. With this policy change,
qualified TET and CTET candidates
will have an easier time getting hired
for good positions in government
schools.

A Critical View for the Teaching
Fraternity

The National Education Policy
2020 has received praise for its many
proposals, but many of its sections
have raised questions and been harshly
criticised, especially by asection of the
teaching fraternity, who described
them as major policy flaws.

L anguage Enforcement

The National Education Plan
places an emphasis on incorporating
the mother tongue into the primary
classes, where it will be taught as the
primary subject while English will be
taught much later. In contrast to other
nations like Germany, Russia, Japan,
China, and France, among others,
despite having a single mother tongue,
India is a diverse nation with
thousands of dialects and 22 major
languages. Therefore, converting the
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fundamental subjects to these various
regional languages (and mother
tongues) will be amassive undertaking
that will necessitate skilled
professionals and a significant amount
of time, effort, and resources. The
enforcement of mother tongue and
regional languages is seen as the
central government’s move to enforce
Hindi on non-Hindi-speaking states,
which is another reason why some
people have spoken out against the
NEP,

Delay in Teaching English

The National Education Plan
(NEP) suggests that government
schools will begin teaching English
after the fifth grade, which will be
detrimental to students who can only
afford to attend government-run
institutions. In contrast, private
schools will continue to teach English
from the beginning, which will be
extremely beneficial to their students.
It will widen the gap between the
various socioeconomic groups and
reduce a number of opportunities that
could have been beneficial to
government school students if they
were taught English, a global
language, early on. Digital Learning
in Focus:

The NEP 2020’s focus on
digitising education and promoting e-

learning seems to ignore the fact that
only about 30% of Indians can afford
smartphones and fewer still have
access to computers, despite the fact
that this sounds practical and
necessary. Since the government-run
schools do not have a robust IT
infrastructure, students from
economically disadvantaged or remote
areas will not be able to adjust to IT-
based learning until such a facility is
made available as soon as possible.

The Revisions to the
Undergraduate Programme’s Terms:

The fact that a student can
withdraw from a graduate programme
and still receive a certificate or
diploma under the updated policy can
cause students to drop out without
finishing their education, which results
in a lack of seriousness and a high
dropout rate.

When looking at the National
Education Policy 2020's positive and
negative aspects, it's clear that the
positive aspects outweigh the negative
ones. However, even a few subpar
points could prove to be the dossier’s
Achilles heel in its attempt to
transform India’s education system.
Therefore, the government ought to
review and update afew parts of NEP
2020 that some individuals might find
unacceptable in order to close all of
the loopholes. The most important
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thing is that the policy will help
students and the education sector.

Conclusion

The NEP 2020 is undoubtedly
aimed at bringing robust positive
changes to the Indian education
system. It's evident that the teachers
are the backbone of the NEP' s vision,
and a proper implementation of the
same can be ensured only with the
efforts of the teachers. Although the
NEP has certain grey areas that can be
streamlined in future courses, overal,
the future for learning seems really
bright and would soon ensure the
learning quality of all Indian
institutions is at par with that of the
first-world nations. This also means
higher teaching standards as well as

more empowerment for teachers in
society.
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Abstract

Ganga Mohan Mili is a familiar name in the field of
modern Assamese poetry. His poems are marked by the
fragmentation of ethnic culture and society and the
unadulterated depiction of natural beauty. Therepresentation
of Miching folk society is a marked feature of his poetic
collections. In this paper, attempts have been made to discuss
his poetic collection, Nodi Manuhar Thikana, in the light of
Miching social life and custom. Published in 2000 and
dedicated to Homen Borgohain, this collection won the Munin
Borkataki Award. In this collection of twenty-six poems, the
folk society of the Miching tribeis presented in an eye-catching
way. The poet throws light on different aspects of colourful
Miching society. Referenceto Miching folk song, villagelife,
culture, and custom s very frequent. In this paper, attempts
have been made to identify and interpret these folk elements
in a particular tribal culture of Assam. Mili’'s poems are
appealing and at the same time bear deeper meaning of life
in the particular tribal social set-up. His poems become the
mirror of Miching society. Mili presents the folk elements
without compromising poetic sensibility. Referenceto typical
Miching culture does not obstruct the appeal of his poems;
rather, it helps them to represent an authentic picture of life,
living, and the dreams of simple-minded people.
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Introduction

Ganga Mohan Mili is a
renowned name in modern Assamese
poetry. Bornin 1986, Mili isa popular
poet. His famous poetry collections
are: Dichang Mukhar Abati Aapang
(1998), Nodi ManuharThikana
(2000), Amar Prithibi (2003), Matir
Mayabi Malita, Sukan Norar Chaki
(2005), and Kuwalir Sutare Bowa. His
poems are full of natural elements and
the simple lives of common men. The
Miching folk elements dominate his
poetry. The unmistakable touch of
rural tribal life and culture makes his
poems unique. The Miching tribe is
one of the major tribes in Assam.
Tribes are descendants of Southeast
Asian or Mongolian heritage. ‘Abo
Tani’ istheir first man. They have been
living in Assam since the 16™ century.
The Miching community has a very
rich culture exhibited in their lifestyle
and different festivities. They live
mainly in the villages near the river.
They celebrate different social and
religious festivals in which their folk
songs, dances, and other performing
arts get the limelight. The primary
occupation in Miching villages is
either weaving or agriculture. They
cultivate various crops, and thewomen
are expert weavers. ‘Ali-aye-leegang’
and ‘Pohrag’ arethetwo mainfestivals
celebrated by the Miching tribe,

depending onthe agricultural calendar.
The traditional Miching houses in
Assam are built on top of bamboo
posts or concrete pillars to prevent
flooding. The Miching’'s social life and
culture arebasically river-centred. The
Miching villages are scattered along
different rivers in Assam, such as the
Brahmaputra, Dihing, Suwansiri,
Dichang, Dhansiri, Bharali, etc.
Miching village life has an intimate
connection with the river. By birth a
Miching, Ganga Mohan Mili, entitled
his collection of poems “Nodi
Manuhar Thikana” meaning- “River
IS the address of men.”

Objectives of the study

In this paper, attempts have
been made to discuss the reflection of
Miching social life and culture in one
of Ganga Mohan Mili’s poetry
collections, Nodi Manuhar Thikana,
published in 2000. The collection also
received the Munin-Borkataki Award
in 2002. Dedicated to the late
Homenborgohain, the collection has
26 beautiful poemsinit. We have taken
a few of them for our discussion. In
these poems, Mili has presented
Miching society and culture in a
spectacular way.

M ethodol ogy
In this paper we have used
descriptive analysis method. The
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poetry collection Thikana by Ganga
Mohan Mili is our primary source. We
have tried to analyse the text with the
help of secondary data. The secondary
source of data is different articles,
books, and journals from both print
and online sources.

Analysis of the study
Dichangmukhal oiNimantran,
or ‘Invitation to Dichangmukh,” is the
first poem of the collection. The poet
depicts the simple riverine life of the
Miching people. The portrayal of a
rural Miching village isrendered inthe
poem. In the village, women are busy
in the paddy fields as reapers or
planters; the young boys are working
as cowherds. The housesin the village
are ordinary, but the people living in
them show warm gestures to the
guests. Their hospitality with
traditional wine and meat can
mesmerise any outsider, and so the
poet invites his friends and well-
wishers to the village. But these
villagers also have a sad history where
they have lost loved ones in different
natural calamities. They have
witnessed the loss of land, paddy
fields, and household animals due to
the havoc caused by the flood. Not
only this, but it has also affected the
education of the young generation.
The poet describes the typical

experience of a Miching village in the
following lines of the poem:
Uzanar rati, Aaghon mahat
Banaria haati khedi
Banpanir samayat
Mathauri pohora di
Ujagare thokar avyax ase.
(Mili: 11)

English trandlation
In the night of Aaghon month
Driving away the wild elephant
During the flood
Guarding the embankments
We have the habit of being awake

But despite the numerous
difficulties they face, they are never
disheartened. They are simple people
with a lot of love for life. They know
how to overpower grief and thus
remain happy and optimistic in
difficult situations. They find
happinessintheir traditional food, folk
songs, etc. The poet writes:

Saimodor rangachuwa rangar sparswoi
Hridayar atal toli khandi uliyab
Oinitom
Pahar vaiyam akakar hoi jab
Jenekoi kabita aru jivan
Sahayodha
(Mili: 11)
English trandlation

Thetouch of raddishsaimod-wine

Digsout Oinitom

From the innermost of hearts

JOURNAL eAssam College Teachers Association||60



Hills and valleys will go in
tandem.

Like the poems and lives

Go as co-warriors.

Thus the poet refersto the harsh
realities of life, where only solace is
found in folk songs depicting the life
journey of the simple people. ‘Oi
nitom’ is a traditional Miching folk
song. It can be characterised as a song
of love. In Miching, “Oi nitom’ means
‘song of the dear one’. It has
similarities with Assamese Bihu songs
in the use of beautiful lyrics and
picturesgue imagery. In ‘ Oi nitom’ and
‘sal mod’, the traditional song and
drink, the Miching people find solace
from the depressive realities of life.
The simple life of rustic villagers gets
poetic reflection in the hands of the
poet. The poet also refers to the
‘Chomangkan’ festival of Michingand
some other tribes in Assam. The
festival is celebrated in honour of the
dead. Through this festival, people
wish for the peace and salvation of the
departed souls. The poet is
apprehensive of the hardship and
sorrow of the Miching people, and that
is reflected in his reference to the
festival of the dead. As a whole, the
poem portrays aminiature portrayal of
a Miching village at Dichangmukh,
where rural life is full of traditional

faith and values along with struggle
and sorrow.
In another poem entitled Oi nitomar
pam khedi, or ‘Following the Oi
Nitom, the poet gets nostalgic about
Miching village life. ‘Oi nitom’ is an
agriculture-based folk song of the
Mising tribe. The natural beauty and
the love of young men and women are
the main themes of these songs. The
poet metaphorically asks about the
riverside Miching villages, where ‘ Oi
nitom’ is sung by the young men and
women in the following lines:

Kun nodirparat

Imankoi sari poriasil

Oi nitomarseujia kali

Soungiri ne Dhansiri

Jiabhoroli ne Sonjuli

Dichang ne Dikhou? (Mili: 34)

English Tranglation
By the side of which river
Were falling upon in multitudes
The green buds of Oi nitom
It's Sounsiri or Dhansiri
Jiabhoroli or Sonjuli
Dichang or Dikhou?

The poet cannot wait for time
to reach his native place. The lingering
sound of ‘Oi nitom' coming from the
bank of the river makes him happy and
enthusiastic. It isthelife force of every
Michigan man and woman. They can
feel the love and passion attached to
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the tune of Oi Nitom.” Thus, in this
poem, the poet focuses on one
significant culture of the Miching
tribe: the use and importance of folk
songs, especially ‘Oi nitom’. ‘Oi
nitom’ is the rich heritage of the
Miching community and has gained
considerable popularity outside the
community as well.

The poem entitled Ajoni
Gahoriaru Miching Kanengar Sapon,
or ‘One Female Pig and A Miching
Maiden's Dream,” depicts the dream
of a simple rural Miching girl
regarding her domestic sow (female
pig). The poem is spoken from the
point of view of the sow. She can
understand the feelings of the young
girl in the house. She also likes her
sweet voice and caresfor her. The sow
knows she is not only the love of the
young maiden but also the last hope
of the family inthese days of economic
necessity.

Moi bahu gabharur

Saponar arat thako

Moi bahu pariyalar

Atokia dinar trankarta

(Mili: 50)
English Tranglation
| lay behind
Many a maiden’s dreams
| am the Saviour

Of many afamily’s needy days.

In this poem, we find a picture
of the economic condition of the rural
Miching people. They rear animals
like pigs and poultry to get some help
in times of economic necessity. They,
the young girls who take care of these
animals, also harbour some benefit
from these animals, but most of the
time, not only the girl but the whole
family become dependent on the
earnings from household animals. It
happens especially during floods,
when the crops are destroyed.

In the poem entitled Saon,
meaning the mosoon month in the
Assamese calendar, the poet presents
a picture of Miching village in the
preparation of new crops. He refers to
the “japi’ of the ploughman and also
the scent of newly ploughed sail. * Japi’
Is a particular farmer’s hat used in
North-East India. In the same poem,
the poet refers to the ponds and rivers
full of different kinds of fish and eating
them in traditional style with the
delicious “ poitavat” (fermented rice).
Healso refersto the traditional practise
of boating in search of floating
firewood by rural people. In every
description, the traditional lifestyle of
the Miching community is fore
grounded by the poet.

Patatdiya

Jakoit utha saru saru mash

Metekaphul

Ah, param triptirpoita-vat.

(Mili:47)
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English Tranglation
Small, small fishes
Smoked in leaves
Hooked in jokoi
With theflower of water hyacinths
Ah, what asatiety have | found in
thisfermented rice.

In the poems like Me
Bisana and Bohag aha-joa Batat, the
poet refers to the sorrows of the
villagers. The simple villagers do not
understand how nature can troll their
simple lifestyle. They die like unsung
heroes.

Dhumuha- Barasune vora

Ujanar raati

Ratikriyat matta deologa masbor

Mariboloi goi, achin jwarat

Jibonar pora bidai loichil

Masmoriya khura (Mili: 43)

English Translation
In those nights
Sormy and rainy
When came the fishes?
Upstream
That fisherman uncle
Bade goodbye to life
Suffering from fever unknown
While fishing for those evil-
spirited fishes
In their matting hours
The village people of the

Miching community do not
understand the sad happenings of their

lives. The fisherman’s uncle died of
an unknown fever. There is a hint of
the mysterious power working in
reference to the devil-like night. They
are simple people and afraid of the
mysterious nature of things, but astime
flies, they tend to forget the sad
happenings.

In the poem entitled Hasti, Mor
Sriti aru Samprati, or * Elephant, My
Memories, and at Present’, the poet
delves deep into his personal
memories. In his boyhood, he used to
like the elephant and its heavy steps.
When he was reading in class three,
his father brought an elephant, and at
that time he was treated like a prince
of the day. But after some time, the
elephant was sold at a very low price
to meet the family’s economic needs.
Later on, he used to remember the
elephant in his college days when he
read the story entitled ‘Haati’ (The
Elephant).

In present-day circumstances,
the wild elephants are causing havoc
in the villages. People are doing
different kinds of worship to be safe
from the wild elephants. Some
villagers are night-watching with local
weapons so that the wild elephants
cannot attack them. Through this
poem, the poet throws light on the
condition of Miching villages under
the attack of wild elephants.
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Akhon Gaonr Apamutrot, or ‘On the
untimely death of avillage,” isapoem
in the collection depicting the
hardships of the people living near the
river. The Miching community
predominately lives near rivers, and so
they face natural calamitieslike floods,
and the suffering and struggle of their
lives increase. They struggle against
the river, and at the same time, their
livelihood is associated with the river.
But sometimes the devastation caused
by floods becomes so harsh that it
forces the people to leave the place,
seeking refuge in other places. The
poet laments the untimely death of a
village because of a flood:

Dihinge dipange

Guchi gol gaonr manuah

Bakur manchitrat chakur panire

Aka hoi rol

Barpur smritir rangre

Herowa gaonr chabi (Mili: 18)
English translation
Scattered hither and thither

The villagers

In the map of heart

Drawn in tears

In colours of many a memories
The picture of lost village

In these poetic lines, the poet
brings out the heartfelt grief of a lost
village because of aflood. This caused
immense mental turmoil and physical

hardship for the people of the village
to leave their native place.

On the other hand, the happy
life of the people living near the river
Is presented in the poem entitled Nodi
Ahi Ashe, or ‘The River is Coming.”
Inthis poem, the happy life of Miching
people living near the river is
presented through the images of the
spring season. In the spring season, the
female weavers are busy with their
work, and they can see the arrival of
monsoon clouds. During this time, the
frogswill be happy with water, the fish
will play hide and seek with the cranes,
and the young children will run
playfully through the muddy fields. All
this happiness also has a sad message
to give: the river water will increase
and the flood is inevitable. Thus, the
poet focuses on the simplicity and
unadulterated beauty of Miching
village life in Assam.

Conclusion

“Poetry as a criticism of life
under the conditions fixed for such a
criticism by the laws of poetic truth
and poetic beauty.” (Mathew Arnold
The Sudy of Poetry)

A poet’s imagination, thoughts,
and feelings arereflected in the images
and diction of the poems. No poet or
writer can leave behind his society,
surroundings, and  personal
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experiences. Poems are the reflection
of a poet's feelings. A poet’'s
Imagination, thoughts, and fedlings are
reflected in the images and diction of
the poems. Ganga Mohan Mili also
takes inspiration from his familiar
environment. The simple tribal people
living on the riverbanks become the
main source of poetic reference in his
poems. This collection taken up for
discussion is a combination of the
poet’s observation of simple Miching
village life as well as his personal
memories. He is also very sincere in
his depiction of personal feelings like
love and sorrow in afew poemsinthe
collection. In some of the poems, Mili
directly refers to the Miching
community and their lifestyle in the
riverine setting, and in some other
poems, the experience of village life
gets a universal touch, blurring the
demarcation of tribe and community.
The dreams of innocent people, their
hopes and despairs, get ample
reflection in his poems. For this
reason, the poet has presented the
joyful reminiscences of his boyhood
in the poem entitled Barasi, wherein
the act of fishing in the village
backdrop gets a beautiful poetic
transcription. Thus, it can be

contended that Ganga M ohan Mili has
sincerely recorded the variegated life-
style of the Miching people in their
joys, sorrows, and hardships—
economic as well as natural
calamities—and incorporated their
rich cultura heritage into the texture
of the poem, so that the readers can
feel at home with his realistic
approach. He can be appreciated as a
son of the soil in his poetic rendering.
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Abstract

The main objective of the new education policy for 2020 isto tackle
the obstacles of the continuous education policy since 1986. The National
Education Policy of India 2020 (NEP 2020), which was started by the Union
Cabinet of India on July 29, 2020, outlinesthe vision of the new education
system in India. The new policy replaces the previous National Policy on
Education, 1986. Education isthefirst tool for the devel opment of a country;,
and a better education policy can only improve the process of educational
development. In this study, the researcher studied the various possibilities
and challenges of the new education policy. Along with this, the researcher
compared theeducation policy of the GOl with its previousone. Also discussed
was its relevance in the current scenario.

Keywords. higher education, education policy, NEP, National Education
Policy 2020.

INTRODUCTION: access to quality education is the key

Education is essential for to India’s continued ascent, and
achieving full mortal eventuality, leadership onthe global stageinterms
developing an indifferent and just of profitable growth, social justice and
society, and promoting public equivalency, scientific advancement,
development. Furnishing universal public integration, and artistic
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preservation. Universal high-quality
education is the stylish way forward
for developing and maximising our
country’srich bents and coffersfor the
good of the existent, the society, the
country, and the world. Indiawill have
the largest population of youthful
people in the world over the coming
decade, and our capability to givethem
high-quality educational opportunities
will determine the future of our
country. The implementation of India's
first ever education policy came in
1968 under the Indira Gandhi
government. Then, in the year 1986,
the second education policy was
modified by the Rajiv Gandhi
government, and some amendments
were made to the policy in 1992 by
the P.V. Narsimha Rao government.
And currently, after 34 years, in the
year 2020, thethird national education
policy will be imposed. According to
NEP 2020, the Ministry of Human
Resource Development was merged
into the Ministry of Education. And
the first major change to this policy
was when the 10 + 2 programme
changedto 5 + 3+ 3 + 4. And the
stream systemis completely abolished,
the various routes of multiple entry and
exit are imposed, and according to
NEP 2020, education is becoming
multidisciplinary.

In the year 2014, the BJP
election manifesto disclosed the plan
for a new education policy. And when
the Modi government came into force,
a new committee was formed when
Smt. Smriti Irani was the minister of
the Department of Human Resource
Development, and the chairman of the
committee was Mr. TSR
Subramaniam. The report was
submitted in May 2016 by the
committee itself. The main objective
of the committee was to improve the
guality and credibility of education
and address gaps in the
implementation of the new national
education policy. On October 16,
2016, the ministry asked for
suggestions by releasing the draught
of the policy. But the
recommendations were not effective.
After that, a new committee was
formed under the chairmanship of
former ISRO chief Dr. Krishnaswamy
Kasturirangan, made up of nine
members. This committee drafted the
national education policy in 2019,
which finally passed as The New
Education Policy 2020. The three most
important changes in this policy are:
first, the Ministry of HRD was
renamed a Ministry of Education;
second, the government decided to
invest its GDPin education to increase
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from 1.6% to 6%; and third, focusing
on the gross enrolment ratio, which
will beincreased to 50% by 2035, with
a goal to achieve 100% gross
enrolment ratio in preschool to
secondary level by 2030. The NEP
2020 is introduced in a holistic
approach for better development of the
education system of the nation, where
all the areas of teaching and learning,
such as academic, vocational, and
extra-curricular activities, are given
equal footing. And it has developed in
such a way that a child can learn on
the basis of their interest so that they
can choose a better career path with
practical knowledge of the real world.
There are various changes done in the
new National Education Policy 2020,
where the main and major change is
the Holistic Undergraduate
Programme launched, where there will
be a flexible curriculum, vocational
subjects, and interdisciplinary
combinations of subjects available for
the students, and the segmentation of
the subjectsin the various streams like
humanities, commerce, and science
will be abolished. The new graduation
programme will not be renamed in
such away as BA, B.com, or B.Sc.; it
will be simply graduation. Also in the
programme of the undergrad, there
will be certificates of completion of
one year or session, which will help

the students who left studies in the
middle and want to continue after the
time. One of the mgjor changes in the
post-graduation programme is that the
MPhil degree will be discontinued.
And the post-graduation programme
will be 1 or 2 years, which will be
determined on the basis of the
undergrad degree term. And to
encourage multidisciplinary degrees,
the government planned to establish
Multidisciplinary Education and
Research Universities (MERU) at the
level of I1Ts and IIMs. To foster the
research culture in higher education,
an apex body will be set up as the
National Research Foundation. The
Higher Education Commission of
India (HECI) will be set up for higher
education as a dedicated and
independent body, excluding medical
and legal education. The NEP also
covers some changes for teachers
education. A new comprehensive
National Curriculum Framework for
Teacher Education, NCFTE 2021, has
been established, and by 2030, the
minimum degree qualification for
teaching will be a 4-year integrated
B.Ed. degree. The objective of the
National Education Policy is to
universalize education and achieve
global standards of education. The
NEP 2020 focused on the practical
skills of the students so that by thetime
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they left school, they had practical
knowledge of skills that would help
them in the real world. Along with
these, some changes will be focused
on the evaluation in the board
examination, where the score will be
tested for attainment of knowledge and
applicable skills. There will be no
difference between private and
government education. The various
gaps in government as well as private
education will be filled.

OBJECTIVES

1. To compare the National
Education Policy 2020 with the
current education policy.

2. To discuss the merits and
demerits of the National
Education Policy 2020.

3. To discuss the relevance of
National Education Policy 2020
in the present scenario.

METHODOLOGY

The article is completely based
on secondary data collected from
various articles, newspapers, journas,
ministry disclosures, etc. The
methodol ogies consist of a conceptual
discussion about the relevance of the
NEP 2020 with the current scenario
and the various merits and demerits.
Also, comparisonswere madewiththe
current policy. The article is written

in a structural way where the various
pieces of information are headed as
follows: title, abstract, introduction,
literature review, objectives,
methodologies, brief highlights of
objectives, conclusions and
suggestions, and references.

What are the major changes in the
philosophy and structure of
education?

1. School System: The 10 + 2 system
will be divided into 5+ 3+ 3 + 4
formats. Where there will be a
foundation stage with 5 years, 3 years
of pre-primary school and 2 years of
classes 1 and 2. Second stage will be
PREPARATORY STAGE where 3
years for Classes 3 to 5. In the middle
stage, there will be 3 years of classes
6 to 8. And in the fourth stage, there
will be4 yearsof classes9to 12, where
students can choose the subjects as
their interests and specialties from
class 9, where previously the students
had been able to choose the subjects
after 10" The NEP expands the age
group of 6 to 14 years of mandatory
schooling to 3to 18 years of schooling.
Board exams for grades 10 and 12 will
be continued, but they will be low-
stakes. The focus will be on testing
concepts and knowledge applications.
Studentswill be given a second chance
at the board to improve their score.
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Students will be able to choose many
of the subjects and the level at which
they take board exams. There will be
no hard separation among ‘ curricular’,
‘extracurricular’, or ‘co-curricular’,
among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and
‘sciences’, or between ‘vocational’ or
‘academic’ streams. Co-curricular and
vocational subjects like sports, arts,
commerce, and science will be treated
at the same level. Students can opt for
courses as per their preference.
Reviews by peers and teachers are
included. Skills such as analysis,
critical thinking, and conceptual
clarity will be taught in school. The
school curriculum overhaul will come
in the form of a new National
Curricular Framework for School
Education (or NCFSE 2020-21),
which will be undertaken by the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT).

As per MHRD, the target of the
National Educational Policy 2020 is
to achieve universal foundational
literacy and numeracy in primary
school by 2025. A pupil-teacher ratio
of under 30:1 will be ensured in each
school. Increased focus on reading,
writing, speaking, counting,
arithmetic, and mathematical thinking.
A national repository of high-quality
resources will be made available on
DIKSHA.

Gross Enrolment Ration Goals for
2035 for Secondary School: 100%
(currently 56.5% for classes 11 and 12)
and Higher Education: 50% (currently
26.3%).

1. Language: The NEP puts emphasis
on students’ mother tongue as the
medium of instruction. As per the NEP
disclosure in the MHRD portal,
“wherever possible, the medium of
instruction until at least Class 5, but
preferably till Class 8 and beyond, will
be the home language, mother tongue,
local language, or regiona language.
Thereafter, the home or local language
shall continue to be taught as a
language wherever possible. This will
be followed by both public and private
schools.”

Research shows that children
pick up languages extremely quickly
between the ages of 2 and 8 and that
multilingualism has great cognitive
benefits for young students. Children
will be exposed to different languages
early on. The three-language formula
of current education policy will
continue, but no language will be
imposed on anyone. And at least two
of the three languages should be
Indian. The NEPonly recommends the
mother tongue as a medium of
instruction and does not make it
compulsory, but it will affect how
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much it depends on states to
implement it.

When the original NEP draught
was released by the centre in May
2019, it contained a clause stipulating
the teaching of Hindi as part of the
three-language formula in schools.
Following a backlash from Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, and other states,
the Centre quickly issued a revised
phrasing of that clause.

2. College Admission Entrance
Exams: As earlier, admission into the
colleges is conducted on the basis of
the cut off marks; the NEP 2020 will
streamline this system. There will be
a common entrance exam for
admission into colleges and
universities. The National Testing
Agency (NTA) will conduct acommon
entrance examination (CEE) for
admissionsto colleges and universities
across the country. A common aptitude
test, as well as specialised common
subject exams in science, arts,
languages, humanities, commerce, and
vocational subjects, will be held at
least twice every year.

3. Higher education: The Higher
Education Commission of India
(HECI) will be set up as a single,
overarching umbrella body for all
higher education, excluding medical

and legal education. HECI will replace
the University Grants Commission
(UGC). The target of NEP 2020 isto
phase out the affiliation of collegesin
15 years, and a stage-wise mechanism
isto be established for granting graded
autonomy to colleges.

4. Reforms for Higher Education:
Higher education is moving towards
a higher education system consisting
of large, multidisciplinary universities
and colleges. The NEP targets the
phasing out of all institutions offering
single streams, and all universitiesand
colleges must aim to become
multidisciplinary by 2040. Also one of
themajor target of NEP2020is at least
one university in or near every district
will be established. And higher
educational institutions across India
that offer mediums of instruction or
programmes in local or Indian
languages. All the institutions will be
given faculty and institutional
autonomy.

There will be changes made to
revamp curriculum, pedagogy,
assessment, and student support for
enhanced student experiences;
reaffirm the integrity of faculty and
institutional leadership positions
through merit appointments and career
progression based on teaching,
research, and service; Establishment
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of a National Research Foundation to
fund outstanding peer-reviewed
research and to actively seed research
in universities and colleges There will
be “light but tight” regulation by a
single regulator for higher education.

FYUP: Four-Four Year Under graduate
Programme: The undergraduate
programme will be for 4 years, with
multiple exit options. MHRD
disclosed Undergraduation will be
either three or four years with multiple
entry and exit options. After
completion of one year there will be
provided a certificate. Similarly, for
completion of the second year, a
diplomawill be provided; for the third
year, a bachelor’'s degree; and for the
fourth year, a bachelor’s degree with
research, respectively.

Academic Bank of Credit: An
academic bank of credits for digitally
storing academic credits earned from
different higher education ingtitutions
so that these can be transferred and
counted towards the final degree
earned.

Masters of Philosophy to be
scraped: The MPhil was a middle
research degree between a master’s
and a PhD. Those who have entered
the M Phil programme have more often

than not ended their studieswith aPhD
degree.

Foreign Universities: Foreign
universities should be permitted to
open campuses in India.

Technology in education: Technology
will be used in teaching, learning, and
assessment; education planning; the
Digital India Campaign;
administrative and management; and
regulations through public disclosures.
The National Educational Technology
Forum (NETF) will be established.
Massive open online courses
(MOOQOCs) will be encouraged by NEP
2020. Divyang-friendly educational
software will be developed. E-content
in various regional languages will be
there. It will be developed in such a
way that it will meet 21st-
century challenges. Virtual labswill be
developed. Therewill be online classes
as well as online assessments and
examinations.

Teacher Recruitment: The teacher
must be at the centre of the
fundamental reforms in the education
system. The new education policy
must help re-establish teachers at all
levels as the most respected and
essential members of our society
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because they truly shape our next
generation of citizens.

For recruiting teachers, teacher
eligibility tests (TETs) will be
strengthened to inculcate better test
material, both in terms of content and
pedagogy. The TETs will also be
extended to cover teachers across all
stages (foundational, preparatory,
middle, and secondary) of school
education. To gauge passion and
motivation for teaching, a classroom
demonstration or interview will
become an integral part of teacher
hiring at schools and school
complexes. These interviews would
also be used to assess comfort and
proficiency in teaching in the local
language, so that every school or
school complex has at least some
teachers who can converse with
students in the local language.
Teachers in private schools also must
have qualified similarly through TET,
a demonstration or interview, and
knowledge of local languages. By the
year 2030, the minimum degree
qgualification will be a 4-year
integrated B.Ed. degree.

Finance: The current public
expenditure on education in India is
around 4.43% of GDP. NEP targets
spending up to 6% of GDP. The same

target was set in 1968 and 1986 too,
but it has not been achieved yet.

COMPARISON BETWEEN THE
NEW NATIONAL EDUCATION
POLICY 2020 AND THE
EXISTING NATIONAL
EDUCATION POLICY 198692

1. Ministry: The Ministry of Human
Resource Development isrenamed
the Ministry of Education.

2. Gross Enrolment Ratio: The
target of NEP 2020 is to maintain
the gross enrollment ratio up to
50% by 2035 for higher education,
whereas in 2018, the gross
enrollment ratio for higher
education was 26.3%. On the other
hand targeted GER for higher
secondary is 100% by 2035 where
in the year 2021-22, 57.6% itself.

3. Structure: The5+3+3+4 structure
of education replaced the existing
10+2.

4. Stream: There will be no hard
separation of streams. The higher
education system IS
multidisciplinary. But as per the
current policy, higher education is
based on discipline.

5. Utilisation of GDP: The NEP
2020 aims to utilise 6% of GDP
for educational purposes, where
existing policy targets utilisation
of up to 4.5%.
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6. Minimum Qualification for
Teaching: The  minimum
qgualification for teaching as per
NEP 2020 is a 4-year integrated
B.Ed. degree by 2030. Where no
such policy exists in the current
policy.

7. Entrance Examination:
The NTA will conduct all the
entrance examinations for various
universities and colleges at least
twice a year. In the current policy,
there is no policy regarding
admission into higher educational
Institutions.

8. Multiple Entry and Exit
Options: In the NEP 2020, there
are multiple entry and exit options
for incomplete courses, and all the
academic credits will be
transferred through the Academic
Bank of Credits. But as per current
policy, there aren’'t any policiesfor
storing the credit, and there are no
multiple entry and exit options
available.

9. Graduation: As per NEP 2020,
there are 4 options available
depending on the tenure of the
course, i.e., diploma, certificate,
graduation, and graduation with
research option. On the other hand,
as per current policy, there is no
option available for any diploma

or certificate, as the new policy
has.

10. Master’s programme: Master’s
degrees of one and two years with
research options are given in the
NEP 2020. On the other hand, the
2-year master’s degree option is
aready in the current policy.

11. M Phil degree: The MPhil degree
will be discontinued as per NEP
2020; the scholars can directly
pursue a doctorate after the
master’s degree. First, an MPhil,
then a PhD or doctorate, could be
pursued as per current policy.

12. Foreign Institutions: The best
Indian universities can set up their
campuses in other countries, and
the best foreign universities can set
up their campuses in India, where
there is no such policy in the
existing education policy.

13. E-Contents: E-contents in a total
of 8 languages will be available in
NEP 2020, but thereis alack of e-
content in regional languages.

Merits of the NEP 2020

More gaining capacity in mother
tongue lear ning: When childrenlearn
things in their local language, they
gain and memorise them earlier.

Multiple entry and exit in higher
education: As per the new policy,
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dropout students will be able to
continue from where they left earlier.

Education for everyone: The
government targeted making
schooling available to everyone who
lived either in a metropolitan city,
urban, or rural area with the help of
NEP 2020.

Enrolment into school
Approximately two crore school
studentswill come back to educational
institutions through the NEP 2020
approach.

National Book Promotion Policy:
The formation of the National Book
Promotion Policy inIndiais one of the
major advantages of NEP 2020.

Academic Bank of Credit: As per
NEP 2020, an academic book of credit
will be established, which will be
stored digitally. And the credits earned
by the students can be stored, and those
can be counted when the final degree
is completed.

Same regulation: As per NEP 2020,
the same regulation and accreditation
rules will be used for both public and
private academic bodies.

Autonomy to the Institutions:
Phased-out college affiliation and
autonomy will be granted to colleges,
which will help the institutions make
their own syllabus, conduct
examinations, declare results, issue
certificates, and so on. It will benefit
the institutions as well as the students
as al the various kinds of delays will
be shaped and inefficiency and
irregularity will be eiminated.

Online academic: As students are
being prepared for the pandemic inthe
future, online academic will be
promoted on a larger scale.

Multidisciplinary Univer sities to be
Set Up: As per NEP 2020,
multidisciplinary education and
research universities at par with the
Indian Institute of Management (I1Ts)
and Indian Institute of Management
(I'TMs) are to be set up in the country.
These are scheduled to be set up for
multidisciplinary programmes in the
education system.

Demerits of the NEP 2020

1. Criticism of primary educationin
the mother tongue: There will be
unequal learning in private and
government schools. And will be
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different from state to state. AsEnglish
Is the dominant language of the
internet, science, and technology, the
students will face some difficulties
when their primary education is
completely based on the local
language, i.e., their mother tongue.
Theclass divide will befurthered. The
rich always prefer the English medium
for learning with their kids. There will
arise some obstacles due to the
differences in learning the language,
as it will depend on the poverty class
while choosing the language. And one
of the major obstacles is what to do
with the children of people in
transferable jobs. Where an employee
of the central government is
transferred interstate, the children of
that person will suffer from the
different local languages among the
different states.

2. The common entrance exam will
not be mandatory. It will not be
mandatory and will be left to
individual universities and colleges to
use NTA assessments for their
admissions.

3. Criticism of foreign universities:
Whether foreign universities will be
permitted to open campuses in India
will promote private players and
foreign  universities;  foreign

involvement in education will be there;
higher education can become grant-
based or load-based.

4. Students may be misled:
According to NEP 2020, students
willing to complete their degree have
to study for three or four years, while
somebody else can easily complete
their diploma in two years, which
might encourage students to leave
studies midway.

5. Codingor programming lear ning:
While a student learns, he or she has
to be aware of the English language at
least to identify, understand, and
access the various things in databases
and artificial intelligence. As per NEP
2020, when a student is taught
completely in aregional language until
class 5, he will have to learn coding
or programming from class 6 itself,
which is not possible for an ordinary
student.

6. Specialised teacher: After
implementation of NEP, the
multidisciplinary approach will come
into play, where a student can learn
various subjects as interdisciplinary
subjects and not become specialised
in a particular subject. As per current
policy, different students are getting
specialised in their particular subject,
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which makes a person more
knowledgeable. Unfortunately, as per
the NEP 2020 approach, the future
generation will suffer through
unspecialized or unskilled teachersfor
the particular subjects they choose.

7. Interdisciplinary approaches are
useless where CBCS is present. A
few years ago, the universities were
asked by UGC toimplement the CBCS
system, i.e., the choice-based credit
system, which allowed studentsto take
interdisciplinary subjects such as
generic electives, ability enhancement
compulsory courses, skill
enhancement compulsory courses,
etc., which helped students learn as
their interest in other subjects
developed. As per this system, the
students also had their own
specialisation in their own subject,
which prepared them to be subject
experts. So, where CBCS exists, the
interdisciplinary higher study
approach is useless.

As many universities recently
launched the CBCS system after many
years of planning and research, the
new system will make all the efforts
of the CBCS useless, which is
normally not good for the education
system.

THE RELEVANCE OF THE
NATIONAL EDUCATION
POLICY 2020 IN THE PRESENT
SCENARIO

National Education Policy 2020
Is a tool to provide quality education
to all aspiring students, rich or poor,
by ensuring alow dropout rate. Inthe
current scenario after the COVID
pandemic, everything is getting
digitalized. And NEP will provide
qguality education with the help of
technology. NEP 2020 aims to teach
technical education such as coding or
programming in schools, which will
help studentslearn everything digitally
from anywhere. With traditional
learning, vocational education will be
beneficial to the students' ability tolive
in the world outside the school or
college. Vocational education will help
increase employment among youths.
India is one of the most backward
countries on the globe in the matter of
education. One of the major reasons
for the enrolment of students from
below the poverty line into schools or
higher educational institutionsis alack
of funds or another reason for which
they left their studies in midway, but
the NEP 2020 approached them to
enrol themselves after a gap, and they
should be ableto continuetheir studies
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where they left earlier. Also, their
academic bank of creditswill be stored
digitally, which will count towards the
completion of the programme.

In the digital world, everything
IS going digital, and NEP will focus
on providing electronic materials in
the regional languages as well, which
will be more beneficial to the students.
Students will also be able to learn
vocationally, which will encourage
them to come to school, which will
increase the GER. Ultimately, the
literacy rate will increase, more jobs
will be created, and the unemployment
problem will be solved, which will
increase the gross domestic product
(GDP) of the country. The GOI
launched NEP 2020 to promote
education among the people of India.
The goal of NEP 2020 is the
universalization of education from
preschool to secondary level with a
100% gross enrollment ratio in school
education by 2030. Also aims to raise
GER in higher education up to 50%
by the year 2035.

Recently, the NCF, i.e., the new
National Curriculum Framework for
the foundation stages of education,
was launched by Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. It has
been recommended that the mother
tongue be the primary medium of
Instruction in schools, both public and

private, for children up to eight years
of age. The latest push for the use of
the mother tongue comes after
repeated, unequivocal policy
articulated in its favour at the highest
levels of the Union Government,
including from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah. According to the NCF,
evidence from research confirms the
importance of teaching children in
their mother tongue during the
foundational years and beyond. “ Since
children learn concepts most rapidly
and deeply in their home language, the
primary medium of instruction would
optimally be the child’'s home
language in the foundational stage.
The NCF has observed that English
can be one of the second languages
taught at that level.

Conclusions and suggestions

The NEP only provides a broad
direction and is not mandatory to
follow. Since education is a concurrent
list subject, the reforms proposed can
only be implemented collaboratively
by the Centre and States. The
government has set a target of 2040 to
implement the entire policy.

NEP will change the education
system. But it will not say, as NEP
2020 will change the education system
more effectively. First, NEP provides
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the facility of a multiple entry and exit
system, which will definitely increase
the GER, but the interdisciplinary
approach will suffer from some lack,
as discussed earlier. For the better
development of a country, a sound
educationisvery important. Withtime,
some amendments are required, but a
completely new system may create
huge disadvantages for teaching and
learning. As per the current situation
after COVID-19, all things are
digitalized, and taking this on board,
NEP also focused on online teaching
and learning aswell as assessment and
evaluation, which will really benefit
more and more. NEP 2020 will shape
the stream-wise segments from Class
11, which have some deficiencies.
Better make everything
interdisciplinary. The NEP might
change the schooling system until
class 10, and after that, the current
policy with CBCS is better, while
some amendments are required, which
the government should modify or
make amendments for Dbetter
development.
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Abstract

The establishment of regional rural banks is a
landmarkin the history of Indian banking sncethe beginning
of the planning era in India. One of the main policies has
been to streamline and strengthen its rural economy and to
uplift the standard of living of people belonging to weaker
sections as well as downtrodden areas. To supplement this
objective, the financial institutions launched a dynamic and
innovative programme. Apart from opening special credit
facilities for the weaker section, the rural banks also make
available necessary inputsfor agricultureand enabletherural
poor to adopt subsidiary occupations, which will go a long
way in tackling the ticklish problems of unemployment.SHG
isconceived asa sustai nabl e people'singtitution that provides
the poor with the space and support necessary for them to
take effective stepstowards achieving greater control of their
lives in society. The focus is on mobilising the poor to pool
their own funds, build their capacities, and empower themto
leverage external credit. In India, though SHGs are formed
for various purposes, their principal objective liesin the
promotion of the livelihoods of their members through
collective saving and investment activities.

Keywords. Regional Rural Bank, Self Help Group,
Promotion
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Introduction

The Indian banking industry,
the backbone of the country’s
economy, has always played akey role
in preventing the economic
catastrophe from reaching a terrible
volume in the country. It has achieved
enormous appreciation for its strength,
particularly in the wake of the
worldwide economic disasters, which
pressed its worldwide counterparts to
the edge of falling down. If we
compare the businesses of the top three
banksin terms of total assetsand return
on assets, The Indian banking system
Is among the healthiest in the world.
This sector is tremendously
competitive and is recorded as
growing in the right direction. In
recent times, the profitability and
viability of regional rural banks
(RRBs) in India have come to occupy
the attention of regulators and
policymakers alike. Recent empirical
findingsin this context point to the fact
that several constraints, such as
unsuitable increases in lending interest
rates, given the evidence of declining
unit total costs at banks, may have
impeded the growth in loans. In
addition, inappropriate implementation
of policy programmes, inadequate
infrastructure, staff motivation at the
field level, etc. have led to the poor

financial performance of RRBs. (Das
and Gosh, 2004)

Regional rural banks have been
in existence for over three decades in
the Indian banking sector. The
inception of RRBs can be seen as a
unique experiment as well as an
experience in improving the efficacy
of rural credit delivery mechanismsin
India. RRBs are the youngest members
of the family of rural credit ingtitutions
set up in India. (Kanvind: 1987)
During the period from the setting up
of the first RRB on October 2, 1975,
to March 12, 1976, a total of eleven
RRBs were setup in the country.
(Bhatt: 1988) The RRBs, by virtue of
their nature, have banking operations
only in a limited area. Virtually their
only objective is to extend financial
assistance to the weaker sections of the
community. (Rayudu: 1989). A
remarkable feature of their
performance over the past three
decades has been the massive
expansion of their retail network in
rural areas. (Mis,’4’:: 1994,). The
emphasis has been laid on rapid branch
expansion in the relatively
underdeveloped areas. The total
number of RRBs as well as their
branches hasincreased, covering most
of thedistrictsin the states. The policy
of branch expansion of RRBs has such
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a purpose as to serve one of the basic
objectives behind the setting up of
RRBs in the country: the increase in
availability of banking facilities in
unbanked regions and in rural areas of
the country, which were hitherto
lacking in sufficient banking facilities.
(Bhatt: 1988).

Again, there has been
significant progress in respect of
deposit mobilisation by RRBs. With
the improvement in the number of
RRBs and the expansion of the branch
network in the operationa areas, their
deposits and advances also increased
substantially. Deposit mobilisation in
rural areas is one of the major
objectives of RRBs. It may be
mentioned that the efficiency of any
credit agency depends on the extent
to which it is able to mobilise the
savings of the community in the form
of deposits. This is more important in
the case of RRBS, astheir deposits help
poor people idle money and put it to
productive lending for rural people.
Insufficient mobilisation will very
much affect all sections of the rural
economy. Every RRB enjoysthe status
of a scheduled commercial bank and
is therefore empowered to mobilise
deposits. Their achievements in the
sphere of deposit mobilisation must be
evauated from the perspective of the
rural background and the poor

clientele that they have to serve.
(Dangwal and Gairola, 1999).

The RRBs have extended
financial assistance only to the weaker
sections and communities, like small
and marginal farmers, agricultural
labour, rural artisans, small traders,
self-employed, etc. In the initial year,
the contribution of RRBs was
outstanding. (Rayudu: 1989).

Objectives of the study

1. To study the role of regional rura
banks (RRBSs) in the promotion of
self-help groups (SHGs).

2. To study the importance of the
existence of RRBs in the Indian
economy.

Research M ethodology

The study is a descriptive type
of research based on secondary
information. In order to attain the
objectives of the study, a thorough
review of related literature was carried
out. This exercise, though not very
difficult yet, was time-consuming. The
paper is fully based on secondary
sources. The secondary materials have
been collected from journals, books,
manuals, articles, internet web sites,
efc.

Limitations of the study
A magjor limiting factor isthat the study
is fully based on secondary sources.

JOURNAL eAssam College Teachers Association||82



The second major limitation of this
study may be the conclusion of the
study, which may or may not be up to
the mark or justifiable for many
researchers, academicians, and
institutions with regard to the role of
the RRBs in promoting SHGs as the
study is totally based on secondary
SOurces.

I mportance of the study

The study focuses on the role
of regional rural banks in promoting
self-help groups. Despite a lot of
research having been undertakeninthe
field of SHGsin general and their role
in the upliftment of the rural poor in
particular, the task of finding out the
role of various financial institutions
supporting SHGs, especially the
Regional Rural Bank (RRB), needs
more attention. Most of the studies
focus on immediate upliftment and
empowerment by SHGs, but this study
focuses on the role performed by RRB
for the upliftment of the rural economy
of the country and to remove the rural
poor from the exploitation or clutches
of local money lenders available in a
particular village or area. It is
emphasised in general that rural
development and the development of
the country go hand in hand, but it is
also true that without the performance
of RRBS in rural areas, social-

economic empowerment is at best
weak. However, in this study, we are
limiting ourselves to the role of RRBS
in the socio-economic empowerment
of rural people through SHGs.

Discussion
Concept of Regional Rural Bank
The concept of regional rural
banks combines the local feel and
familiarity with therural problems that
the co-operatives possess and the
degree of business organisation, ability
to mobilise deposits, access to control
the money market, and modernised
outlooks that the commercial banks
have. (Lall: 1983,). A rural credit bank
may be said to be a primary banking
institution set up to serve a compact
group of villages, generally working
as a co-operative or as a subsidiary
bank of a commercial bank,
functioning in rural areas for the
purpose of providing banking and
credit facilities in that area. (Kumar:
1990). Traditionally, commercial
banks concentrated on trade and
commerce in urban areas. It was
therefore found unsuitable to meet
rural credit needs. Therefore, the need
for a separate rural banking
organisation was felt in the late 19th
century and took concrete shape only
after the passing of the Co-operative
SocietiesAct of 1904, which paved the
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way for the introduction of the co-
operative society system in India.
Rural Banking Enquiry Committee
1949, while considering the measures
for the extension of banking in rural
areas. It is recommended that
cooperative institutions are the
appropriate agencies for providing
credit and should therefore receive
special attention and assistance.
(Choure: 1997).

Origin of Regional Rural Banks
The Prime Minister, consequent
on the declaration of the emergency
in the country in June 1975,
announced the economic programme,
which, among many other things,
aimed at “devising alternative
agenciesto provide institutional credit
to landless labourers, rural artisans,
and small and marginal farmers, in the
context of steps being initiated, also
under the programme, to liquidate the
rurd indebtedness of those classes of
people “. A working group appointed
by the Government of India under the
chairmanship of M. Narashimham
examined the question in detail, and
the Regional Rural Bank Ordinance
was promulgated by the president on
September 26, 1975, and came into
force with immediate effect. It was out
of the recommendations of this
working group and the ordinance that

the scheme of regional rural banks
(RRBs) emerged. (S.S.M. Desali,
1983)

The establishment of regional
rural banksisalandmark in the history
of Indian banking. Since the beginning
of the planning era in India. One of
the main policies has been to
streamline and strengthen its rural
economy and to uplift the standard of
living of people belonging to weaker
sectionsaswell asdowntrodden aress.
To supplement this objective, the
financial institutions launched
dynamic and innovative programmes.
Apart from opening special credit
facilities for the weaker section, the
rural banks also make available
necessary inputs for agriculture and
enable the rural poor to adopt
subsidiary occupations, which will go
a long way in tackling the ticklish
problems of unemployment (Tyagi,
1992). Credit is a key element in the
modification of rural economies.
(Shekhar: 1997). The number of
institutions failed to penetrate rural
areas as the benefits of institutional
credit continued to be concerned by
the influential and economically and
politically powerful sections of
society. The problems of inequality
went on to become more serious day
by day. Hence, the need was felt for
establishing a financial institution
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specialised to cater to the needs of the
rural poor in order to fulfil the regional
and financial gap in the financial credit
available to rural areas. (Kurnar:
1990) Agriculture needs considerable
capital. An Indian farmer is not in a
position to improve his own capital;
his cultivation has to depend on money
lenders. Another concept of
importance on which the Regional
Rural Banking System has evolved is
its low cost” rural base institutions,
which are therefore “eminently suited
to implement schemes in the rural
areas”, with their local touch and
language. (Mello: 1986).

After successive amalgamations,
the number of RRBs in the country as
of March 31, 2018 stood at 56, with a
network of 21,747 branches covering
683 notified districts in 27 states and
the union territory of Puducherry.
Thereisno RRB in Sikkim, Delhi, the
Andaman and Nicobar |dands, or Goa.
Various initiatives were taken during
2018-19 towards the development of
RRBs.

NABARD provided extensive inputs
to the Government of India for
building the road map for Phase |l
of the amalgamation of RRBs
initiated in 2018-19, which aims to
reduce the number of RRBsin India
to 40 (the count wasat 53 asof March
31, 2019). A proposal for

recapitalization of ten RRBs, viz.,

Odisha Gramya Bank, Utkal Grameen

Bank, Madhyanchal Gramin Bank,

Vidharbha Konkan, EllaquaiDehati

Bank, Nagaland Rural Bank, Bangiya

Gramin Vikash Bank, Sutleg Gramin

Bank, Assam Gramin Bank, and Uttar

Bihar Gramin Bank, was sent to the

Government of India. The total

amount requested for capitalization

was 1,058.98 crore, with a 50%

contribution from the central

government. During 2018-19,

recapitalization assistance of Rs. 108

crore was released to four RRBs, viz.,

Madhyanchal GB (46.73 crore), Utkal

GB (57.87 crore), Nagaland GB (0.93

crore), and Arunachal Pradesh GB

(2.47 crore) by the Government of

India. (Annual Report NABARD

2018-2019)

In India, several mechanisms
and approaches for delivering or
providing microfinance services to the
poor have emerged. These
mechanisms and approaches are:

e Conventional weaker section
Lending by Banks,

e Microfinance institutions,

e Self-Help Group-Bank Linkage
Programmes: In February 1992,
the NABARD launched this
programme with the support of the
Reserve Bank of India. Under this
programme, small groups of the
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poor were encouraged to pool their bank credit was made available to

savings regularly, and from this the self-help group to increase its
pool, small interest-bearing loans resources for giving loans to its
were made to members. Later on, members.

Pradhan M antri Jan-Dhan Yojana (accounts opened as on 22.02.2017)

(All figuresin crores)

No. of Aadnar Balance In E;er Cent;%?o
Bank Name Rural  Urban [Totad Rupay Card
accounts  Balance
Card Seeded
Accounts

Public Sector Bank 1218 [10.04 (2222 [17.32 13.99 51003.87 P25.32

Regional Rural Bank 4.00 0.65 4.65 3.44 2.50 11462.12 20.81

Private Bank 054 036 090 0.83 0.40 2254.95 34.60

Total 16.72 [11.05 (2777 21.59 16.89 64720.94 P24.86

e Disclaimer: Information is based upon the data as submitted by
different banks/SLBCs.
Source: https://www.pmjdy.gov.in/account.

From the table, it is evident that the RRBs are aso one of the mgor
financial institutions in the Indian financial market, apart from public sector
banks and private sector banks. RRBs are playing a very crucial role in
mobilising the saving and investment of poor people in rura areas, which
leads to the upliftment of the rural economy of the country. From the above
table, it is seen that the percentage of zero balance accounts in RRBs s 20.81
crore as compared to public sector banks, which have 25.32 crore, and private
sector banks, which comprise 34.60 crore. So, from the above table, we can
say that RRBs are also a mgjor player in the Indian economy, playing a major
role in the development of the economy by mobilising the savings and
Investments of poor people.
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PERFORMANCE OF REGIONAL RURAL BANK IN 2014

NEED A PUSH?
PERFORMANCE OF REGIONAL RURAL
BANK

March* 13 March ‘14
NO. OF RRBs 64 57
Share Capital (Rsin Crore) 197 197
Share Capital Deposits (Rsin Crore) 6,001 6,170
Reserves (Rsin Crore) 13,247 15,262
Profit Earnings RRB(Rs in Crore) 63 57
Net Profit of RRB (Rsin Crore) 2273 2,744
Accumulated Losses (Rsin Crore) 1,091 949
Deposits (Rsin Crore) 2,11,488 2,39,511
Loans & Advances (Rsin Crore) 1,37,078 2,18,110
Non-Performing loans (%) 6.08 A4.35

Fig 1: Published in www.business-standard.com on June 10, 2014
by Abhijit Lelein Mumbai edition

The above Table shows that the in 2013 the Reserves of RRBs were Rs
13,247 Crore but in 2014 it goes upto Rs 15262 Crore thereis a tremendous
increment by Rs 13,247 Crore .In the same way in case of Deposits and
Loans and advances. The Deposits of RRBs Were Rs 2, 11,488 Crore in2013
but in 2014 it amounted to Rs2,39,511 Crore there isincrement by Rs 28,023
Crore. The Loans and Advances increased by Rs 81,032 Crore aswe can see
from the above table that in 2013 it was Rs 1,37,078Cror e but in 2014 it stood
up to Rs 2,18,110 Crore. So from this discussion we can say that RRBs are
playing a very crucial role in Indian Rural Economy.

STATUS OF FINANCIAL INCLUSION ASON 31" MARCH

(No. of Accounts in Lakh)

Deposits
Of Total, totheloan Accountsunder priority Grand
Total ’ total of
Y ear No L ocan business
Total Ielins  lascs SSI/artisan/SCC a/c  (col
GCC SHG KCC [Tenant & Reatail 2+4)
Traders
2009 ©935.54 [153.81 (170.66 3.22 B.04 114.71 0.95 33.00 1107.10
2010 [1002.16 200.09 186.67 4.12 B97 83.72 0.83 24.81 1188.67
2011 [1112.30 255.06 [197.87 459 B.34 90.33 [1.09 20.89 1310.17
2012 [1180.20 251.25 P203.34 5.16 B.27 96.9 1.88 23.11 1383.54
2013 [1348.25 319.59 P17.87 6.01 ©B.59 104.93 1.97 21.44 1885.71

Fig 3 — Source: financialservices.gov.ir/.../Consolidated%20Review%20RRB%202014
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As Per above table Status of Financial 1 nclusion we can see that the number
of loan accountsunder RRBsin Indiahaveincreased from 170 to 217. S multaneousy
if we look at the separate accounts (KCC, SHG and GCC), the growth is more in
GCC and No frillsaccount as compare to KCC and SHG but if we seeindividually to
the no. of Loan Accounts under SHGsthereis an increasing trend from 2009 to 2013

leaving 2012.
Savings of SHGs with Regional Rural Bank
Region Wise as on 31% March 2017
Out of total SHGs Out of total
R eqion Details of SHGs Linked with g;(tjuosfivtgtalwg(;‘n?esr; under SHGs-Under
€9 Bank oG NRLM/SGSY NUL M/SJSRY
Scheme Scheme
No. of . . . .
No. of M ember Savings No. of Savings No. of Savings |No. of [Savings
SHGs A Amount SHGs Amount [SHGs Amount SHGs JAmount
1. Total
Central 472645 5196168 [14719.24 322413 208285 (355101 [2261.61 607 23.01
Region
2 Total 7331146
Eastern 718617 I 136662.97 658149 [127033.11 638305 [122390.33 3362 911.64
Region
3. Total
North-East 287855 (3248965 (12143.67 (172044 8619.62 (120835 [3591.47 948 17.96
Region
4.Total
Northern 131341 (1404331 [17508.60 [109376 |[13970.52 (27184 4851.52 281 112.12
Region
5.Total
Western 358631 3944788 363176.15 2196793 324379.42 1667310 239738.10 102948 P1078.12
Region
6.Southern
Region 813123 19941199 [(148447.35 782788 [139936.07 475760 [81561.43 97241 [19889.26

Source: https://www.pmjdy.gov.in/account.

From the table, it is evident that the
RRBs are also one of the major
financial institutions in the Indian
financial market, apart from public
sector banks and private sector banks.

(Amount in LAKH)

RRBs are playing a very crucial role
in mobilising the saving and
investment of poor people in rural
areas, which leads to the upliftment of
therural economy of the country. From
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the above table, it is seen that the
percentage of zero balance accounts
in RRBs is 20.81 crore as compared
to public sector banks, which have
25.32 crore, and private sector banks,
which comprise 34.60 crore. So, from
the above table, we can say that RRBs
are also a major player in the Indian
economy, playing a mgor role in the
development of the economy by
mobilising the savings and
investments of poor people.

Conclusion

It is seen that these banks are
engaged as institutions of the rural
credit delivery system to abridge the
credit gap that exists in rural areas.

Despite the increase in
mobilisation of savings and credit
facilities, regional rural banks suffer
from different serious problems like
accumulated losses and non-
performing loans.

From the study, it is seen that
the financial operation of the regional
rural bank requires a complete
revamping of the administration
system with amultinational inclination
towards social welfare, and only then
may these banks prove to be a source
of upliftment for the living conditions
of the rural masses.

From the above available
discussion, it is seen that no RRBs are

working specifically for the promotion
of self-help groups, which is one of
the major IRDP initiatives for the
eradication of rural poverty and which
can uplift the socio-economic
condition of the rural masses of India.
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Abstract

The social advancement in a general public isthe substantial
or theoretical articulation of the soul of humankind.Indeed, even the
impression of early man showed these two parts of culture. The
unmistakable culture wouldfuse the visual examples left behind by
humanity like canvases, models and design as additionally the
ensembles, adornments, games and toys, utensils and so on The non-
visual peculiaritiesacquired by thevarious social ordersliketraditions,
habits, manners and the worth framework loved by them involve the
elusive part of culture. The specialty of rangoli is by all accounts
somewhere close to the substantial and the elusive and can be named
as ' Fleeting substantial culture .*The investigation of culture likewise
can be deciphered as *ainvestigation of flamessness . In this manner
the cycle to accomplish the refined state is equivalent to that of
achieving perfection. The advancement towards culture can't belimited
to the individualistic level yet it is acollective endeavour. Clearly in
the excursion towards the accomplishment of culture a few things
getdisposed of which likely have lost their significance and are a sort
of dead wood.?

Keywords: theoretical, articulation, humankind, culture, significance
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I ntroduction

In the pre-Vedic age, man
confronted the powers of the five
regular components, in particular,
Prithvi (earth), Aap(water), Vayu (air),
Tej (shine), Aakash (ether). With
experience and perception man
understood that tillthese regular
components don’'t show their rudra or
savage nature, they add to his
prosperity andsuccess however intheir
wild structure they can make ruin and
imperil his life and prosperity. Man
started to revere them so as not to cause
their anger.

In ancient India, it is seen that
the minor expressions were viewed as
similarly significant as thesignificant
expressions. Indeed, aptitude in the
minor expressions was viewed as
exceptionally fundamental for lead
ahealthy life, for a man of culture.
Different old Indian compositions,
similar to the Kamasutra makes
reference to the 64 expressions which
were fundamental to be polished by
completely refined residents to lead a
full life. The expansion is intricate to
such an extent that it incorporates the
craft of inking, culinary workmanship,
hanging of rosaries, pieces of jewelry,
festoons and wreaths, restricting of
turbans and chaplets, craft of mimicry
or impersonation, craft of cockerel
battling, quail battling and slam
battling, specialty of instructing

parrots to talk, specialty of applying
perfumed balms to the body, and of
dressing the hair with unguents also
fragrances, twisting it, etc, including
the specialty of rangoli.

In certain spots he left hints of
his manifestations which were
expressive of his encounters, his
yearningsalso his apprehensions as
well as of his nearby contact with
nature. The pre-memorable cavern
canvases give declaration tothis
reality. Hardly any different hints of
his reality left behind by him as bone
and stone executes,ceramics and mud
dolls underscore his innovativeness.
The need to make an item private and
the cravingfor self-articulation later
prompted the design of these articles.
He beautified them with themes
takenfrom his environmental factors,
from the componentsthat ruled hislife
and those whose secret powers
hewished to control. This need for
creationand articulation reflectsman’s
natural need not just to communicate
himself, but also to assert life and
everlasting status the conviction that
death isn’'t genuine, that man has a
spirit, and that it doesn’'t die -
convictions arising from the profound
need to defeat the anxiety toward
individual annihilation.

Dr. Devangana Desai brings up
that, the strict drive of crude man is
coordinated “essentially to oneend
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just, i.e., the preservation and
advancement of life. Thisend isserved
in two ways, one negative,
onepositive, by the riddance of
whatever is viewed as unfriendly and
by the improvement of whatever
isconsidered as ideal for life. The
double undertaking before crude man
IS to dispose of wickedness - hunger
andfruitlessness and to get great - food
and fertility.®

Man's encounters showed him
his slight and transient presence,
dependent upon sickness and
advanced age andfinishing off with
death. Thiswas valid asfor himself as
well as his family, his fields,
steers,hearth and home. Thismultitude
of creatures and this multitude of
things, mortal and delicate asthey are,
can endurethe aways present risk and
setbacks if continually fortified by the
nurturing powers of somekind of
custom and wizardry.

For enchantment in its pith is
the conviction that, by the expression
of the fitting spell and theexecution of
right ceremonial motions, man can tie
and adapt to his will all that is
limitless,perilous and unfriendly in the
possibilities of possibility.

Enchantment, in short is an
otherworldly strategy bywhat man can,
in his pride, achieve all that which his
judicious procedure neglects to
accomplish.*

The Tibetan sand painting or
mandala sand painting is a piece of
Tibetan tantric workmanship custom
and is drawnfor mending and
reflection reason. To be sure the
meaning of floor works of art is shifted
at this point definitelythe same.A
fascinating truth isthat, however floor
painting was polished in many
societies all through theworld, it has
endure just in Indiaasfor everyday act
of the craftsmanship by ladies. It
isespecialy aliving practice here.The
floor workmanship is drilled in
different pieces of India. Its
importanceis alot more extensive than
thetasteful and beautiful reason. As per
Mulk Raj Anand, “the wellsprings of
the societypainting lie in the security
looked for by Homo sapiens in the
supernatural drawing, which maykeep
the airs of terrible spirits from coming
into the house”>

Research M ethodology

The exploration work included
the utilization of oral history methods
alongside reviews and meetings.
Fieldexcursions to different pieces of
India had been attempted by the
specidlist for information assortment.
Remarks andconversation of the
gathered material is primarily drawn
from individual perceptions and from
interviewsduring field work. As

JOURNAL eAssam College Teachers Association||94



Dr.VarshaShirgaonkar puts it,
“Composing of social history stays
deficientwithout the investigations of
the undocumented sources alongside
the investigation of the recorded
ones” Assessment of the antiquities of
history and furthermore of the living
present and grant, to help
thedisclosures fromfield trips is done.
Now and again, vernacular writing is
additionally alluded to.

Research Objective

A comprehensive advanced
information bank of different plans,
examples and themes of the blurring
work of art iscritically required. This
work can be supported by standard
associations between people -
craftsmen andspecialists from
different craftsmanship foundations,
as field excursions and studios. Trade
ofinformation in this manner can
develop a fruitful organization to go
INto business associations. Thiswon't
just broaden the tasteful skylines of
both the accomplices yet in addition
offer an open door tofoster ability and
business venture. This will ultimately
prompt strengthening of culture.
Presentations ought to be coordinated
with help from government bodies and
NGO’s tocarry this people
craftsmanship at standard with the
advanced workmanship. These can be

made into voyaging displays.
Thiswon'’tjust guidein moreextensive
effort and spread of the customto more
extensive public yet additionallyassist
with improving the comprehension of
this work of art and get it the
acknowledgment it profoundly merits.

Customs of congr uity

Scholastic interest in Ramayana
Is by all accounts building up speed
once more. As a strict text, the epic
was hallowed 100% of the time to the
dedicated however going outdoors the
domain of religion, researchers from
across the world are getting
progressively enthused by itsfeel. The
Indira Gandhi National Center for the
Arts (IGNCA), New Dehi, under the
aegis of its continuous program
“Living Traditions of Ramkatha and
Mahabharata’ is facilitating a multi
day International Conference on
Ramlila and Ramkathamanchan under
the topic “Epic Processes. Mobility,
Patronage and Esthetics’. In 2013,
National Ramlila Council of Trinidad
and Tobago had facilitated the
principal International Conference on
Ramlila. “Researchers and exhibits
were chosen to present the
multifaceted nature of the custom in a
comprehensive manner.” The vision is
to comprehend Ramlila both as a
tasteful otherworldly encounter and
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according to the point of view of
verifiable and social-social cycles
which loan different implications to
this exhibition classification and are
answerable for its versatility across
districts and past time,” says Molly
Kaushal, Professor, Performance
Studies, IGNCA.Customs of Ramlila
and Ramkathamanchan are not
homogenous. Other than Ramnagar
Ramlila, a special Ramlila arranged
north of 31 daysin Ramnagar recorded
by IGNCA last year, there exist afew
different types of Ramlila be it
JhankiRamlila, TulsiRamlila or
Nakkatalya processional structure.
Add to it the practices of Mathura-
Vrindavan, Ayodhya and Bareilly in
Uttar Pradesh, Almorain Uttarakhand,
Sattnain Madhya Pradesh, Swang and
RasdhariKhayal in Rajasthan and
scores of nukkadRamlilas across
North India.

Local arrangement of Floor Art
Variety in the geology and
topography of our nation gives space
for a long time in floor plans.Each
piece of the country with its own trees
and plants, birds and creatures, slopes
and dales motivates thecraftsman to
have different analogies, series of
images and incalculable pictures.
However we view as certainnormal
complex qualities, every locale has its
novel style of examples, custom and

confidence havingordered that each
significant celebration and ceremonial
has its suitable floor plans.In the
Northern and Eastern parts, rangoli is
aluded to as aipan or likhnoo in the
Himalayan area,chowkpuranain U.P,
sona-rakhna in eastern pieces of U.P,
Mandana in Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, aripana in Bihar, apana in
Bengal, and chita, osa, or jhunti in
Orissa are other examples. Other than
these, a kind of rangoli named sanjhi
isrehearsed basically by the sanctuary
ministers at Vrindavan in U.P.
furthermore Rgjasthan. Rangoli in this
multitude of areas isdrawn on merry
events and different holy observances
of life.Other than the floor
craftsmanship, Jyontis (Jyonti,Jyoonti
or Jhunti is the nearby word utilized
for the JeevMatrikas - MahalLaxmi,
MahaSaraswati and Maha Kali) or
wall paintings are customarily painted
on the dividers of rooms wherestrict
services happen. These drawings are
presently made on paper, hardboard or
compressed wood. Indeedprinted
Jyontipattas are accessible. Likewise,
the divider works of art called as
thapas are additionally famous
everywherethe area.

It is seen that two sorts of
Lakshmisarerevered around here. The
one favorable, kindheartedalso
provider of flourishing is venerated to
look for her security and gifts, while
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the other oneunpropitious and
dangerous goddess of setback and
neediness, called Alakshmi is loved
out ofdread. Various customs are
ordered for the getting free from the
place of the goddess Alakshmi before
thepropitious Lakshmi enters.
Drawing of related rangoli graphs is
one of the ceremonies.Other than rice
flour and glue, wheat flour is likewise
utilized around here for executing
rangoli. Wheat whenabsorbed water
for at some point and grounded, it turns
into a white fluid like thick milk,
which is then utilizedto define the
boundaries of rangoli. The parcels of
wheat are scorched and its debris is
blended in with milk, shaping aearthy
colored glue which is utilized for
foundation.

Progression of Tradition

“Indiais a nation of immense
stabilities, and she carries her
stone age with her,” says pupul Jaykar.
The nuclear age exists next to the
chalcalithic. The refusal to dismiss,
and the ability to change
antiquatedfantasy and custom into the
living present, is definitely atrademark
impossible to miss to the Indian
ethos.” As modernization is leaking in
to our way of life, we are gradually
moving away from our customary
customsand ceremonies. It hasfor sure
become challenging to follow the

routine strictly because of absence
oftime, space or interest. With thishigh
speed of life that we are adjusting to,
keeping up with strictnorms is
becoming troublesome.

Conclusion

Summing up the conversations
in the past sections, regardless, it is
sure that other than Indiathe transient
floor craftsmanship was/is rehearsed
in different regions of the planet. This
craftsmanship doesn’t have a place
with anyspecific age or spot. Nor is it
the syndication of any race or culture,
rather it uncovers working of
ainnovative human psyche, through
the ages. Today it is percelved as an
Indian craftsmanship because of its
presence in theliving practices of the
country. An endeavor to characterize
and correspond indistinguishable or
comparable convictions andcustomsin
other social gatherings helps in
determining specific ends. The most
fundamental end onecan show up at is
that the floor craftsmanship has
created on two  essential
contemplations imperative for living;
oneis the insurance against the vast
elements and the other, the intrinsic
inclination for the prosperity.
Regarding the presence of the floor
craftsmanship in India, the
backhanded confirmations like the
presence of somenormal images in the
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antiquated Indian stone compositions
and on the remaining parts of the [VC
and furthermore on theantiquated mint
pieces, models, sanctuary
beautifications, aggregately highlight
the presence of this workmanship on
the Indiansoil since extremely
antiquated times. This is additionally
validated by the abstract sourceswhich
actually showthe presence of this
craftsmanship for multiple thousand
years.
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Liveihood Satus of Fishermen
Community of Assam’s Beki River

Dr. Pallabi Goswami
Department of Zoology,
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Abstract:

The present study aimed to assessthelivelihood status
of fishermen of the Beki River, Assam, India, in six fish-
[landing sitesalong theriver from May 2019 to March 2021.
Thisstudy used a mixed-methodsresearch design and utilised
a survey questionnaire to gather responses from 157
fishermen selected through proportionate sampling. The
livelihood status of fishermen was studied in terms of age,
gender, educational status, subsidiary occupation, housing
pattern, sanitation, marital status, water facility, credit
access, the reason for fishing, duration of fishing, and daily
average catch of fish. Parameterslikewater facility, sanitary
facilities, credit access, subsidiary occupation, reason for
fishing, duration of the fisherman being associated with the
profession, number of times fishing is done per day, time of
day when fishing is done by the fisherman, and number of
active days without a catch are recorded for the first timein
this study. The result of the study revealed that the majority
of thefisherman aremale (91.7%), illiterate (68.7%), married
(91.08%), have other occupations (94.9%), and are deprived
of many amenities of life. 84.07% of the fisherman live in
poor housing conditions in mud or kucca houses; 78.34%
have poor sanitation facilities; and 59.23% are dependent
on family members for credit for buying fishing amenities,
Due to poverty and unemployment, the fishermen perform
extens ve fishing using mosquito netsfor thewholedayin all
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seasons. This extensive fishing has led to a decrease in the
daily average catch of fish and the gradual disappearance of
some species of fish. In the present study on the fishermen of
the Beki River, it can be understood that the fishermen’s
livelihood statusis poor. Management and economic measures
should be considered in order to have a significant effect on
the income of the fishermen without causing adverse effects

on the biota of the Beki River.

Keywords: Extensivefishing, Fish diversity, Illiterate, Poverty

Introduction

Since the last decade, fish
production has increased manifold,
and India has witnessed a higher
growth of fisheries, ranking 7th among
fish-producing nations in the world
(Nayak et al., 2008). At present, the
fishery sector in India provides
employment to 5.97 million people, of
whom 2.40 million are full-time
fishermen (Nayak et al., 2008).
Fisheries biodiversity is important,
especially for the rural poor, who are
dependent on fishing to earn their
livelihoods (Dheergj et al., 2018; Afrad
et al., 2019). Fish are an easily
digestible protein and a good source
of vitamins. The liver of fishisagood
source of vitamins A and D.

Thenortheasternregion of India
is considered one of the hotspots of
freshwater fish biodiversity in the
world (Ramanujam et al., 2010). The
regionis blessed with the Brahmaputra
and Barak river systems, along with
their tributaries. The Brahmaputra and

Barak river systems harbour a large
diversity of ichthyofauna, which is
approximately 33.13% of the total
Indian freshwater fish (Sen, 2000).
The Beki River, located in Barpeta
district, Assam, India, is blessed with
fish species like Chitalachitala,
Anabastestudineus, Channa marulius,
Channa striatus, Mystusbleekeri,
Mystuscavasius, Mystustengara, Rita
rita, Sperataseenghala, Clarias
batrachus, Heteropneustesfossilis,
Neotropiusatherinoides,
Ompokbimacul atus, Ompakpabo, and
Monopteruscuchia, which have high
market value as food fish (Kalita and
Sharma, 2015). The fishermen of the
Beki River are engaged in fishing
throughout the year. Fishermen use
different types of gear, such as drift
nets and gill nets, to catch various fish
(Kadlita et al., 2015).

Fisheries play an important role
in the Indian economy, but the
economic conditions of the fishermen
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are very poor (Nayak et al., 2008).
Socioeconomic status is an indicator
of people's lives that provides social,
cultural, economic, and political
characteristics of people, households,
community groups, and institutions
(Altaf, 2019). It is used to identify
possible impacts of management
decisions on stakeholders that, in
terms of policy and decision-making,
can minimise negative outcomes and
maximise positivity for loca resource
owners and fishing communities
(Altaf, 2019).

Presently, the majority of the
world's fishery resources are close to
being overexploited. The exclusive
literature survey indicates that only a

few pieces of information areavailable
on the livelihood status of the
fishermen community of Beki River.

The present study was planned
to evaluate the livelihood status of the
fishermen community in Beki River to
improve the great economy generator
sector with the outcomes of this
research. Parameters like water
facility, sanitary facilities, credit
access, subsidiary occupation, reason
for fishing, duration of the fisherman
being associated with the profession,
number of times fishing is done per
day, time of day when fishing is done
by the fisherman, and number of active
days without a catch are recorded for
the first time in this study.

MaterialsAnd M ethods

Sudy area
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E
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BEKI RIVER'S FISH LANDING SITE SELECTED
FOR STUDY

Fig 1: Location of Case Study
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Beki river, aso known as the
Kurissu river in Bhutan, lies between
26° 20" 00" N; 90° 56' 00" E and
located in Barpeta district and flows
from North to South through Barpeta
district, Assam, India. Beki Riverine
areas receive annually over 4,000 -
4,200 millimetres in the southern parts
and 550-700 millimetres precipitation
in the northern parts.The river is
blessed with good potential of aquatic
resources (Kalita and Sharma, 2015).

The survey was conducted in
six different fish landing zone of Beki
River — Gobardhana(26034/.88// N
and 90050/.94// E), Sapakama (26033/
.71// N and 90058/.87// E), Dumnighat
(26032/.79// N and 90057/.78/I E),
Nizdamaka (26029/.61// N and 90054/
.95// E), Uttarganakguri (26029/.00//
N and 90054/.15// E) and Madulijar
(26027/.56// N and 90054/.37// E).
Data callection and analysis

The present study was
conducted in the six different fish
landing zones of the Beki River from
May 2019 to March 2021. The

different data was used for the study
with a combination of interviews and
observations on the fishermen in the
six different fish landing zones, and
with the help of a schedule containing
both structured and unstructured
guestions, the head of the family was
interviewed. The study was carried out
based on both primary and secondary
data. The primary data were collected
through a questionnaire envisaging
age, gender, educational status,
subsidiary occupation, housing
pattern, sanitation, marital status,
water facility, credit access, reason for
fishing, duration of fishing, daily
average catch of fish, etc., whereas
secondary data were obtained from
blocks and other offices during the
years 2019-2021.

Results and Discussion

A total of 157 fishermen were
interviewed from the six different fish
landing zones. The study of the
livelihood status of fishermen in Beki
riverine areas has been made to
investigate the following objectives:

Table 1: Livelihood status of fisherman community of Beki River

Parameter No. of fisherman Total  [percentage
|anding zone No.
L, (L, |L, [L, [k | L,
Educational |lliterate 20 (18 |16 |14 |18 | 22 108 68.7
qualification | ower 5 (8 |6 |6 |4 5 34 21.6
primary
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Parameter No. of fisherman Total percentage
|_anding zone o.
L, |L, [L |L, |Ls L
Educational |lliterate 20 (18 |16 |14 (18 | 22 108 68.7
qualification | ower 5 [8 [6 [6 |4 5 34 21.6
primary
Middle 1 0 3 1 3 2 10 6.36
school
Pass 1 0 1 1 1 1 5 3.18
matricul ation
Gender Male 32 (30 |27 |20 (14 | 21 144 91.7
Female 2 0 1 3 5 2 13 8.28
Housing Kucca 29 |27 (24 |17 | 16 1 1 84.07
condition 9 3
2
Pucca 5 3 4 6 3 4 25 15.9
Marital Unmarried 3 1 891
Status 4
Married 30 (30 |22 |22 (19 | 20 143 91.08
<20years 2 3 3 2 4 2 16 10.19
P0-40years 21 (26 |23 |19 (12 | 19 120 76.43
She Oi6oyears |8 |1 |2 |2 |2 | 2 17 10.82
man
>60years 3 0 0 0 1 0 4 2.54
Daily averagel <3kg 14 (10| 8 | 10| 13| 12 67 42.67
catches of
fishes
3-6kg 11| 18| 16 | 13| 6 10 74 47.13
7-10kg 9 2 1 1 10.19
6
Reason Traditio 3 1 10.82
for nal 7
fishing
Unemploym | 10 | 9 7 4 5 2 37 23.56
ent
Poverty 20 (18 |19 |16 |12 |18 103 65.60
Duration  of| <lyears 2 4 4 0 0 1 11 7.02
the fisherman
being
associ ated
with the
profession
1-5years 26 (23 |19 2 1 80.25
0 2
6
6-10years 6 3 5 3 1 2 20 12.73

JOURNAL eAssam College Teachers Association||103



Parameter No. of fisherman Total percentage
|anding zone No.
I_l I_2 L3 L4 L5 L6
Number of| 1-2 2 o o o o 1 3 1.91
times fishing
done per day
3-4 2 3 o o o 2 7 4.45
>4 30 |27 |28 |23 |19 |20 147 93.63
Number of| Yes 2 4 3 6 2 3 20 12.73
active days
\without catch
No 32 |26 |25 |17 2 1 87.26
o 3
7
Subsidiary Yes 2 1 94.90
occupation 3 4
9
No 2 3 1 2 o o 8 5.09
Time of the Early 28 |26 |18 |15 |13 |17 117 74.52
day when morning
fishing is done
Afternoon |4 3 6 5 4 2 24 15.28
Evening 2 1 4 3 2 4 16 10.19

1. Educational qualification
Previously, there was no scope
for fishermen’s education, but at
present, the government has taken
various steps to impart education to
children and also to adults. However,
the data obtained from the study
showed that the majority of the
fishermen (68.7%) areilliterate, 21.6%
studied up to lower primary, 6.36%
studied middle school, and only 3.18%
passed matriculation or class 10 (Table
1). Due to a lack of education, these
fishermen conduct extensivefishing in
all seasons throughout the day in the
river, including the breeding season.

They use mosquito nets for fishing,
which has resulted in a reduction in
the number of fish. It has been found
that the fish diversity of this region
faces serious threats that would lead
to a catastrophic loss of fish
biodiversity (Kalitaand Sharma 2015).
Kalitaand Sharma (2015intheir study,
reported the percentage of fishermen
with educational qualifications from
the Beki River. Out of 276 respondents,
25.73% belonged to the education group
up to lower primary school. 2.17%
bel onged to the pass matriculation leve,
and the rest of the 72.10% respondents
belonged to the uneducated category.
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2. Gender of fisherman

The present study shows that
91.7% of fishermen are male and
8.28% arefemale (Table 1). Kalitaand
Sharma (2015 in their study of the
fishermen from the Beki River, found
that 97.10% belonged to the male
category and the rest of 2.90%
belonged to the female category. Thus,
the male gender dominates the fishing
community of the Beki River.

3. Age structure of fishermen

The present study shows that
the mgjority of the fishermen mainly
belong to the age group of 2040 years
(76.43%) [Table]. 10.19%,, 10.82%,
and 2.54% of fishermen belong to the
age groups of below 20 years, 41 to
60 years, and more than 60 years,
respectively. Kalita and Sharma (2015
intheir study that 26.81% of fisherman
belonged to the age group between 20
and 30 years, 49.28% belonged to the
age group between 31 and 40 years,
and the rest (23.91%) belonged to the
age group between 41 and 50 years.

4. Housing condition

In this study, most of the houses
were found to have mud walls and tin
roofs (Table 1). The housing pattern
of the study area indicates the
economic weakness or poverty of the
community. This indicates that fishing

as a business in the Beki River is not
profitable, which is mainly due to the
decrease in fish caused by extensive
fishing. The study revealed that most
of the fishermen lived in Kucca houses
(84.07%). Kalita and Sharma (2015),
in their study, also reported that
96.74% of fisherman had Kucca
houses and only 3.26% had pucca
houses, indicating the poor living
conditions of the fisherman
community.

5. Marital status

The study revealed that most of
the fisherman are married (91.08%),
and the rest (8.91%) are unmarried,
indicating a need for more income to
sustain a family [Table 1]. The study
by Kalita and Sharma (2015 reveals
that 90.22% of fishermen were
married, and the rest of 9.78% were
unmarried.

6. Water facility

Water facility (in percentage)

u Tube well

B Hand pump

Pond water

Fig 2: Water facility of the fisherman
(in percentage)
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The study revealed that the fisherman
have poor access to pure water. Inthe
present study, 41.40% are dependent
on hand pumps, 34.39% on pond
water, and 24.20% on tube wells for
their daily needs of water (Fig. 2). The
waste water from domestic use is
directly dumped into the river, adding
to its pollution, which affects the
health of aguatic fauna and also the
fisherman.

e Sanitary facilities

Sanitary facilities of the fisherman
(in percentage)

4.45

17.19
\ ' m Medium
78.34

Fig. 3: Sanitary facilities of the
fisherman (in percentage)

Sanitation systems in the study
area are not satisfactory. The present
study also revealed that the mgjority
of the fishermen (78.34%) did not have
proper sanitation facilities. The poor
drinking and sanitation facilities may
adversely affect the health of the
fisherman (Fig. 3).

Poor

8. Credit access

Credit access (in percentage)

M Bank Loan

H Any other

Fig. 4: Credit access of the fisherman
(in percentage)

The national and local NGO
provide credit only to the organised
poor members for purchasing fishing
gear and boats. 40.76% have taken
bank loans for the purchase of fishing
equipment, while 59.23% borrow
money from their neighbours or
relatives. Thus, this inadequate credit
facility is a major issue for the
fishermen who use unscientific
techniques for fishing, like using
mosquito nets all year round. This
extensive fishing has caused a decline
in the fish population in the area

(Fig. 4).

9. Subsidiary Occupation
Subsidiary occupation means
the second occupation in which the
fishermen are engaged or seek
employment in the off-season of
fishing. The study reveals that most of
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the fisherman (94.90%) are involved
in non-fishing sectors, especially
rearing domestic cows, poultry, and
agriculture. 5.09% of fishermen have
no subsidiary occupation (Table 1).

10. Reasons for fishing

Poverty (65.50%) and
unemployment (23.56%) are the main
causes cited by the fisherman for
taking up fishing as a profession. Only
10.82% of fishermen have been
engaged in this profession for
generations (Table 1).

11. Duration of the fisherman being
associated with the profession

In the present study, it was
found that 80.25% of fishermen are
engaged with this profession for 1-5
years, while 12.73% are engaged with
this profession for 6-10 years (Table
1).

12. Number of timesfishing is done
per day

The present study reports that
the fishermen perform extensive
fishing in the Beki River. 93.63% of
fishermen fish more than four times a
day, which is a matter of concern as it
may lead to a loss of fish diversity
(Table 1).

13. Daily average catches of fish

In the present study, 47.13%
and 42.67% of fishermen caught 3 to
6 kg of fish and less than 3 kg of fish
daily individually, while 10.19% of
fishermen caught 7 to 10 kg of fish
daily individually (Table 1). Kalitaand
Sharma (2015), in their study,
reported the percentage of daily
average catches of fish by individual
fishermen from the Beki River. During
the survey, they found that 44.57% of
respondents caught up to 3-5 kg of fish
individually daily. 47.83% of
respondents caught up to 6-8 kg
individually daily, and the rest of
7.60% caught up to 9-10 kg of fish
individually daily. Thus, a decline in
the fish population is observed.

14. Timeof day when fishingisdone
Even though fishing was done
the whole day, most of the fishing was
done in the early morning. 74.52% of
fisherman perform fishing early in the
morning, while 15.28% and 10.19%
of fishermen perform fishing in the
afternoon and evening (Table 1).

15. Number of active days without
catching

In the present study, 87.26% of
fisherman reported that there were
days without an active catch of fish,
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indicating a decrease in the fish
population in the river (Table 1).

Environmental issues
Thefishermen of the Beki River

encounter various environmental

Issues, as reported inthe present study,

which include:

Declining fish catch

Run-off of Agricultural Waste

Siltation

Sand and gravel mining

Improper garbage disposal

Deteriorating Water Quality

ok wdNE

Conclusion

In the present study on the
fishermen of the Beki River, it can be
understood that the fishermen’s
livelihood status is poor. Parameters
like water facility, sanitary facilities,
credit access, subsidiary occupation,
reason for fishing, duration of the
fisherman being associated with the
profession, number of times fishing is
done per day, time of day when fishing
is done by the fisherman, and number
of active days without a catch are
recorded for thefirst timein this study.
The result of the study revealed that
the majority of the fisherman are male
(91.7%), illiterate (68.7%), married
(91.08%), have other occupations
(94.9%), and are deprived of many
amenities of life. 84.07% of the

fisherman live in poor housing
conditions in mud or kucca houses;
78.34% have poor sanitation facilities;
and 59.23% are dependent on family
members for credit for buying fishing
amenities. Due to poverty and
unemployment, the fishermen perform
extensive fishing using mosguito nets
for the whole day in al seasons. This
extensive fishing has led to a decrease
in the daily average catch of fish and
the gradual disappearance of some
species of fish.

For managing fisheries, it is
important to involve fishermen,
middlemen, consumers, and other
stakeholders like the local
government, government scientific
and fishery agencies, and fishery
conservation organisations in fisheries
management. In this manner, every
group will be aware of their role and
contribution to the recovery and
conservation of the Beki River. There
Is also a need to improve the fishery
science and monitoring and
management capacities of government
agencies in charge of fishery
management. In designing management
systems that have income improvement
asagod, carethereforeneedsto betaken
if a sustainable improvement inincomes
IS to be achieved rather than a, perhaps
unintended, wealth redistribution.
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